"ew? (ROFTOMS CREED 


LES ON ie > 8 RTI HE Ee IR 
EC LINES tn nt ook 
_— Be Ds «ES a> PATN "CE 0 "EIN 
Oo) 2 00, 0 SETUP A TERS FOES EE OY POE PEAT 
© Ow . Kon at. 2s I jk © Sree 39 IE , — 4, + on.- nl ER ang #07. 
: %. 4,27 $3... , Fe . ER NEO. oC Sod Ie a ne. + 
% hp -- 3, 1 & 4 * IN - SEE i Ei aro BS. 3 ; 
- D 5: x 


AN ANTIDO ITE 


TO CURE 


Por fear of the eArk. 
To which js added 


WITH 


A brief Anſwer to the Poſition (pretended to 
be) taken out of his Pocket, and added ro 
the end of a Scandalous and Schiſmatical 
Pamphlet, Entituled, 


_ FERVBBAAL JUSTIFIED. 
i= Womos on | } 9 Þ 


' Num. X, 35. Pal. LXVIN. r. 
E YER Deus, Diſſipentur Inimic). 


FR 


a 
_ | 


1LO ND ON, Printed for Richard Royſton, Book-ſeller to His |. 


b——— 
—— 


The CALAMITES of their Trembling | 


[| 


Moſt Sacred _ 


1663, | 


__— w_ 


Y 


£ e289 ee 
. _ * > - * 
wu Sa. Les £1 


T O 
Schiſme 


The Stremous TMPUGNERS of and 
Rebellion, 
Supremacy, 


The Ingenuous ASSERTORS of the cnn 1 


ot 


Dignity, 
Hierarchy 

£ The Zealous PATRONS of the Churches and 

ty | Litargy, 


Decenc . 
The Vigorous CHAMPIONS of an po  —o—_ 


Uniformity 


The Honourable R EPRE SENTATIVE 


All the COMMONS of ENGLAND 


Now in PARLIAMENT Adcembled, 
UNDER 
The Moſt Excellent and Auſpicious Ma zeſty 


1 | OF 
we 6CHeARLES the Second ; 
Laurence Womock D. D. Arch-Deacon of Suffolk, 
'. DEDICATETH 
Theſe his Occaſronal Meditations, 
IN JUSTIFICATION 
Of the preſent Settlement of God's Solemn Service 


In the CHURCH of ENGLAND; 


AGAINST 
Fears 
Schiſimatcal] and 


'Jealoulies, 


The 


Hints 
Seditious ; and 
Infinuations 


.0 
M” Edmund Calamy. 


F 


. 
A672 CY OR OE 290 ——_— 
Ay 67 Its WT" Dove=” 


—Y 
<< _Z 


}t 


CONTENTS. 


I. Chriff = 
He Ark (p.Jz. The Church | 
3-)4 Type of }3+ The Ordinances and ſolemn onſu 
of God under the G ofſpel - 
1. By whoſe Authority * Davids- - 
2. Under whoſe Miniſtry? The Priefts and 
Levites $ 


- Eonſecration 9 

f Their. Snbordination 9 

Conformity with 10 

Setled Mainie- 

x, The tranſ- The means } nance II 
portation < thereof Y5$1r4d Diſcipline 
of the Ark 1k 

| 3. With whatCElaers 12. 
Train and Ar Captains I3 

tendants Choſen men rs 

I. Pioze I7 

* pomp and0% Delightful 18 
3. Veltphiſh I 6 

L Solematty &: Corll 18 

2, The ſituation of the Ark - 79 
I. Intae Eichyof D AVID; neer the Count 19 

2» Inaplace (eparated for that uſe 20 


The Contents. , 


| 3, Ina Tabernacle, axtoly ? Pag.21 
3- The Gratulation for this Settlement 23 
1, TheexpreſiionsC 1, Burnt Sacrifices 23 
of is by Peace- Offerings 25 
2, Inducements toil | 27 

APPLICATION. 
1 

The Preface to it | 39 
I. The captivity of Gods Ark 35 
2. Thereſtauration of it 39 


 Ourduty, #0 offer, 
I, A BURNT SACRIFCE 


1, In acknowledgment of Gods goodneſs 37 
2. Tomake Atonement for our miſcarriages 3s 
2. APeace-Offering (p. 40) conſeſting, of 

I, A dutiful ſubmiſiion to it (p-40) in regard of 

1. The place where it « ſctied 40 

; 2. The Authority by which 41 
3. The Meniftry under which 42 '4 

4: The Solemnity with which 44 

I, According to Order 44 

R 2, Decent 45 

Being 3. For Edifucation 4: 

4. For Gods glory 46 

2. Our joytul Gratulation for ir 47 

I; Our love t0it 48 

In regard 2, Ourinereſt init 48 

of 3. Our need of it 49 


4, Our advantage by it _ - 48 
OBJECTIONS: (1) Who hath required thi at your 


,” 
PL... : 
: NF + 


hand? Anl.  W 
(2) Will-worſhip. Anſ, 53 
(3) 44 Fewiſh Ceremonies are not unlawful 59 # 
(4) Our -j 


4 w 
Co TD 
$88, 


The Contents. 


44) Onr preſent Diviſions 

5) A ſoul- ſearching Miniſtry 

(6) Popery " 

(7) Our great tranſgreſiions 

The Church in no fault 

Prognoſticks of our continuance = 
CAVEATS. (1) Notto deifie the Ark 


* 


4 (2) Not 10 ſcoff at it 
The Presbyterians guilty of this 
(3) Not #0 inwade the Ark 
 ThePresbyterians guilty of # | 
(4) Not td belle the Ark - 33 
The Ptesbytetlans guilty of it ibid.&c. 
(5) Not 10 pry into the Ark 87 
The Presbyterians guilty of it 88 
The pulling down of Antichrift , & ſeditlows _ 
ibid, &c. 
(6) Not to plunder the Ark 91 
The Presbyterians guilt of it 92 
! F 
DIRECTIONS. 
(x) To Superiours. 2; 
I, To uphold the Hierarchy 93 
2. To make it ſuch indeed 95 
2, Toall people 95 
I, Reverence 96 
 Toapproach the Yz. Alterity gs 
Ark with Y3, Unanimity 100 
4 Uniformity rO2 
Mr, CROFTON'S Poſition 106 
His Creed touching Commeunien with the Church 1213 
ERRATH. 


, 
mg k 


IMPRIMATUR, 


E Dan. Nicols, R.P.D. 
Ex 2dibus Lambithanis, Arch. Cant. Capel. 
I ny Domeſticus. 


| | ERRAT A: 


et1. line x7. read, of filthy Iucye. 

FE $.1.T.r. ts bold as ſteady, 
 Pa23.1.24.r. in b& own ſtead. 

p.30.1.19.r. xpon 78. 

Þ-36.1.23.r. returned. 
p.s o |. s ils aſurped.* . £ 
p.11e,.3.r.they be not abuſed to the confuſion. 
Ln the Margent, p.5.r.Tbo.126.9.102.4.65.: 

= Col.x. 


/ 


J I 


A: 
DISCOURSE 


Occaſtoned by 


M Calamies 


( 
L ATTY 
SERMON, 
INTITULED @- 
| Elj trembling for fear of the Ark. 
F 1 CuRoN. 16,1, 


So they brought the Ark of God, and ſet it in the midſt of 
the Tent that David had pitched for it; and they offer- 
ed burnt Sacrifices and Peace: Offerings before God. 


T is the felicity of :Midction, that when 
it will iuffer us to finde reliet in no- 
thing elſe, it drives us unto God for : 

Q&il refuge: And the diſtreſſed ſoul, that 

ſhe may lay the ſtronger engagement 

for her ſuccour upon God, ſhe doth 

uſually lay a ſtrict obligativn of gratt- 

rudeupon her ſelf. Ia his 5roubles David ſware unto the 

Lord, and vowed a vow unto the Almighty God of _m aPl5l. x32,2, 

| B 


Ibid. 


Pſa). 42. 4. 


Verſe 1, 2, 


2 Jam. *., 1, 


C.6. 16. 


Iſrael's Gratulatioz for 


A Vow that could not but meet with a very gracious ac- 
cep'a'ion3 for thus he reſolves, 1 will not come within 
the Tabernacle of my houſe , nor climbe up intomy bed, 1 
will not give ſleep to mine eyes , or ſlumber to mine eye-lids, 
Until 1 finde out aplace for the Lord; an Habitation for the 
mighty God of Facob: He would not enjoy any ſettle- 


ment in himſcltf, till he had provided a feitlement for the 


Ark of God. 
Inthis Vow his general aim was Gods glory 3 but a 


colliteral benefit would redound to himſelf by it (for 


it is impoſſible we ſhould entertain a deligne to pleaſe 
God, butto our own advantage ) He had ſomctimes 
been driven into baniſhmeat through the ſeverity of a 
jealous Prince, upon the ſuggeſtions of malicious Ad- 
vrerſaries; burtthe gall and wormwood of his exile, was, 
his ſequeſtration from the Ark, the holy Ordinances and 
worſhip of his God, When 1 remember theſe things, 1 
ponr 6ut my ſoul in me, for 1 had gone with the multitude, 
1 went with them to the Honſe of God; with the wolce of joy 
and praiſe , with the multitude that kept hoty-day + But be- 
ing now Ceprived of the comfort of this Communion, 
a:doftt eſe Solemnities,he cries our, As the Hart panteth 
after the water Breoks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee O God, 
My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the iiving God, When ſhall [ 
come and appear before God ? This, this was the bitterneſs 
of his exile, the ſaddeſt ſtrain and burden of his lamen- 
tation. As ſoon thereforeas he comes to be poſleſs'd 
of peace, as the fruitot thoſe many ViRories wherewith 
Almighty God had Crown'd him, He reſolves toper- 
form his former Vow , and tender it as a P-ace-offering 
tothe God of his Salvation. Now the Sovereign pow- 
er is in his hands, and the Kingdom at his diſpoſal, no- 
thing ſhall excommunicate him from the viſible ſymbols 
of Gods gracious preſence, The City of David _ 
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be the Seat of Gods ſolemn worſhip and a Teat (ball 
be prepared, wherein the ſacred Ark ſhall keep its Reſt- 
dence; and all 7/rael ſhall be invited to wait upon the 
Solemaity of its Inthronization 5 So they brought the Ark 
of God, &c. 

In which words we havethree general Parts. 

I. The Tranſportation or Conduct of the Ark: So 


they broaght the Arkof God. 


2, The Situation or placing of it: And (they) ſe it 
in the midſt of the Tent that David had pitched for it, 

3+ The Gratulation or Thankſ-giving tor itz And 
mY offered burnt Sacrifices and Peace- offerings before 
God. 

The Obje& of all this Care, this Indeerment and joy, 
is the Ark of God : Touching which I ſhould give you 
an account of three things3 The Srrudures The Fur- 
#itures And the Significatton of it 5 Bur of all theſe che 


great Apoſtle had not leaſure enough to ſpeak particu- gy,  . 


larly 5 no more have :. But I (hall ſay what may be (ut- 
ficient, by way of Introduction to a n:edful Diſcourſe, 
for - undeceiving a miſerably-cheated and ſeduced 
people. 

ny For tke StruRure of the Ark; Ic was to be of 
Shiccim Wood, a moſt ſolid Wood , that would not 
putrifie : and that was to be over- laid with beaten- Gold 
for as God delights in the incorruption and purity of 
things and p<tſons Dedicated to his Service z So he de- 
firesto make the Monuments of his own Love and Mer- 
Cy evetlaſtiag to ns. 

It was ftil'd the Ark of the Covenant, becauſeit con- 
tained the Law, which was the Condition upon which 
God did Eſpouſe that people, and promiſe to make 
them happy, : 

2+ It was tiled The Ark of the Teſtimony, becauſe it 

B 2 was 
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k Kracl's Gratulation for 


was the Evidence of Gods Will and Counſels and was 

ready alſo tro make out Evidence and give Teſtimony a- 

F Mend-4.in painſt Tranſgr:ilou:s, * $7 quis alicn] us ſcelerss conſeins 

a 42.4. 17» accedebat, impunitus non abibat : Tt any guilty perſon did 

Fe0t + appreach it, it would not let him depart unpuniſhed. 

Whea Meſes had made a Conqueſt of the Madtanites, he 

made an order, thit amongſt the women that were taken 

Nuwm.31.17-18 Priſoners, the Virgins onely ſhould be reprieved from 

death: Burt how did they make the diſcrimination * The 

Hebrews tell us, that, being all preſented before the Ark, 

the Virgins remained as inviclate as their chaſtity ; the 

reſt were [truck with an #nviſible violence, and fe// before 

the Majeſtatick preſence bf it. And ſuch was the Lote- 

75 that diſcovered the Thefs and Sacriledge committed at 

Ferichoz when all the 1fraelzres marched by as innocent 

and unconcerned, the Ark did deprehend and arreſt the 

Joſh.7.14. guilty Achan; be could not quit himſelf of the miracu- 
lows (ſeizure, nor deny this 8aczte accuſation. 

3. Itis ſtiled The Ark of God, becauſe God was the 

Authour and Founder of it; He preſcribed the paris 

and the matter, the formand the faſhion, the uſe and the 

ſerwice of it; He conferr'd the grace and benefits that did 

aÞPal.ggx. Aowfromit: This was his Seat ®*, his Habitation® , his 

b plal.74-7. Court ©, his Threye*, his place of refidence®, where he 

Jer2rs. did vouchſafe his gracious preſence, and is therefore 

epſal.z1.20. dignified with the title of FehowahFf, 

n>35- Andin re'erenceto the people 1frael, this Ark was 

#2 their Glory, their Strength, their Beauty : The. Glory is de- 

g 15am parted from Iſrael, 8 ſaiththe wife of Phineas, when the 

Ark of God was taken: And the Pſalmiſt ſaith, God de- 

livered their ſtrength into Captivity, and their beauty into 

b Pſal.78. 61. the Enemies hands*, It they wanted direction, here 

7 Ex0%. 35+ 2: they hadthe Oracle, here they wereadmitted to confe- 

rence with God himſclf; There 1 will meet with = > 
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(fatth the Lord to Moſes) and 1 will commune with thee, 
from above the Mercy- ſeat, from between the two Cheru- 
bins, which are upon the Ark of the Teſtimony, of all things 
which 1 will give thee in Commandment unts the Children 
of Iſrael, And becauſe they were worthily admired 
among all Nations for tke Laws and Ordinances * which * Deu:.4.6. 
they ths teceiy:d, this might very well be ca'lel their 
Glory ; (not to mention the luſtre of the Ark it feif, or the 
ſpleadour of Divine Majeſty that appeared in it.) It they 


wanted protedZion, berc they had an hoſt of Angels, the 


invincible Chariozs of God, to pitch their Tents about 
them, repreſented by the Chersbins over-ſhadowing the 
Mercy-ſeat with their outſtretched wings; upon which 
account the Ark is called their frength - And if they 
were defiled and wanted pardon, bere they had the Pro- 
pitiatory, andthe Mercy-ſeat; and becauſe that foul is 
bleſſed and amiable in Gods eye whoſe in is covered and 
blatred out, therefore the Ark was ſtiled their beauty. 

This A:k did adumbrate the Myſtery of the Incarna- 
tion”, It wasa Typeof Chriſt, in whom the courſe wood _Nicetus apud 
was overlaid with pare gold, in that the fulneſs of the -_—— 
Godhead dwelt in him bodily. He is the Oracle of his Tho.1 2e.10:7 
Church; tor God ſpake to us by bis own Sox, in whom {;7 '* C03: 
were hid not the Tables of the Law only, but all the 
rreaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. He isthe Mercy- 
feat, and the Propitiatory ; for God hath ſet him forth ro 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood: And he hath Rom3-15. 
proſtrated Dagoy, and cut off his hands and head, in : Sam.5.4.' 
that he hath defeated the deſ;2ns and diſſolved the works 
of the Devil. In him we have the Cherubins adoring 
him* ; and their wings to ſhelter us | 5 The Angels af 
cending and deſcending wpon the Myſtical body of #he 
Son of man, tO miniſter to ſuch as ſhall be Heirs of . Sal. Heb-rwult: 


vation. He is made unto us wiſdom and rightonſneſfand 
| | "oY ſantifi- 


® Heb.1.6. 
f Joha 1,ul:, 


6 Iſrael's Gratulation for 


1 Cor... fayttification and redemption, and is the glory of his pes- 
Luke 1. i teal | 
ple Iſrad, 
* 0, Gerhard, 2+ This Ark isa Type of the Church, © which is the 
Loc.Com.de Repoſitory of the holy Scriptures,and the Ordinances of di- 
ge, Cer.c.?* wine Worſhip; Where the Angels incampz where the 
p. 261, Counſel of God is revealed z where Mercyand Pardonare 
diſpenced, | 
3- This is a Type of the Goſpel T , which is the word 
F Fo. Botſac. of wiſdom, and the mind of Chriſt * ; a myſtery which the 
+ q6>4 Angels deſire to look into3 and ſo it anſwers to the 0ra- 
* xCCor. 3.16, Cle 5 Itis the pledge of our peace, the word of Reconcilia- 
1 Per. 1.12, $709; and ſo anſwers tothe wercy-Seat r Itis the Magazin 
and Armory, whence we ate furniſhed with arms and 
ſtrength for our Chriſtian warfare: Ir puts upon us the 
whole Armour of God, the Shield of faith, the breaſt-plate 
of righteouſneſs , the Helmes of ſalvation: This was the 
Iſraelites Palladi#m and Santtwuary 3 It divided the waters 
of Forden, demoliſhed the Walls of Fericho,proſtrated 
Dagon, and redeemed it ſe!f out of captivity , when the 
wicked Iſraelites had exfoled it to the ſcorn and tri- 
umphs of the uacircumciſed 3 repreſenting hereby the 
Majeſty of the Holy Goſpel, whichisthe power of God 
unto ſalvation, pulling down ſtrong halds, drying up 
the inundations of fin and mffery , which ſtand in our 
way to Heaven 3 prompting, and prefling, and inabling 
us to work out our own ſalvation: In a word, it did not 
fenifieleſs,and it could not well fignifie more,than God 
did really exhtbit by it3 It ballowed every piace wheie 
it ſtood, and blefled every perſon that was qualified to 
receive a bleffing from it: This makes David fo ena- 
mourd of ir, and all his ſubje&s ſo re:dy ro conduit 3 
So they brougbt the Ark, &C, 
In this Tranſportation or Condudt of the Ark,we have 
 t=othings to be inquired after : xz, Whothey were that 
| did 
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did conduct it * 2, How, or after what manner, they 
did conduR it ? 

1. Who they were? The Text ſaith, That David 
gathered all Iſrael together 10 Feruſalem, 10 bring up the Ark 
of the Lerd ento his place , which he bad prepared for it : » Chron. 15. 3, 
And David aſſembled the children of Aaron and the Levites: © 3” 

Ss David andthe Elders of Iſrael, and the Captains over 

thouſands, went to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of the 

Lord, Where we are toconfider, r. By whoſe AuG- ©, 
thority and example it was Tranſported 3 By David the ' Fo © 0” 
King's: 2. Under whoſe Inſpection and Miniſtry The *  ,_ « 
Prieſts and Levites: 3. With what Tiain and Attea- ©, K 4 
dants; Here were the Elders, and the Captains over / 5 = / 
thouſands, and all their Companies ; for there were 
Thirty thouſand choſen men of 1ſrael, 2 Sam. 6 1. when 
the Ark was to be Cartcd to the City of Davids3 and 
ſ\urethere were as many now. 

1. By whoſe Authority and Example the Ark was 
Conducted or,Tranſlited ; The people might not do it 
of their own head; no nor yet the Elders3 they Þa4no 
Warrant forit; It was done by David's, by the Kings 
Authority and Example: It was obſerved by the Phi- li 
loſopher,that the King ought to be -@y 7g35 735 ©42; xugror, | 
the Supreme Gove:nour of things that pertain to divine 
Worſhip: The Model of this Ark was at firſt given by | 
God to Moſes 3 it was his Concernto fee it made, being | 
the Supreme Governourz and Dav/d's to ſee it kepr.. 

The higheſt Honour the Royal Office entitles Princes to, 

is, to be Defenders of the Faith, Indeed Princes may do 

much to the advantage of Religion, as well by the en- 

couragemeat of their Example, as by their Authority 5 

and it is their /ntereſt ro do their uttermoſt 5 for, Thoſe x, Sam. 2: 

that honour me will 1 honour , ſaith the Lordz Anditis 

ſaid of LZycurgws , that be commanded nothing 1 his 
aws 


I. 
The King. 


Pſal.34. 15 2, 3- 


_ ————  _— — on _ 


| | 
f 


| 
| 
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Laws that he did not confirm by his example 3 and of 
Azeſlaus , itis ſaid, that he firſt of all pertormed thar 
himielt which he did injoin to others; and David will 
not only make one, but lead the Dance in this holy So- 
lemaity 3 and invite others by the force of his example 
I will blejS the Lord at all times 3 His praiſe fhall contin«- 
ally be in my mouth: My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt of the 
Lord : The humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad : O 
magnifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
zozether: When ſuch eminent perſons ſhall advance 
Fcus, 10.2: the Standard of Piety, a pleatiful train will follow : 
As the Fudge of the people « himſelf, ſo are his Officers x 
and what manner of man the Ruler of the City is, ſuch 
are all they that dwell therein © But the ill prefideat findes 
moſt followers3 men learn ſooneſt to write after a foul 
Copy 3 Good examples, for the moſt part, gain more 
reverence thtnzZmitetios : It is not enough therefore for 
a Prince to commend Piety by bis Example old EL 
did ſo much 3 He muſt 1-print it by the Royal Stamp 
of his Authority : And to go regularly to work, he muſt 
inthe firſt place, exerciſe his Authority in ſctling the 
Hierarchy of the Church, under he inſpedtion and 
Miniſtry the Arkis to be coaduRed ; :nd thus did Da- 
vid, 1 Chron. 15.11, 12, Ard David called for Zadok 
and Abiathar, the Prieſts, and for the Levitesz for Uricl, 
Aſaiah and Foel , Shemaiah , and Eliel, and Aminadab , 
And ſaiduntothem, Yeare the chief of the Fathers of the 
Levites3 fandtifie your ſelves beth , ye and your brethren, 
that ye may bring up the Ark of the Lerd God of 1ſrael unto 
[I the place that T have prepared for it. 
The Hicrarchy This was the Hierarchy unCer whoſe Inſpeition and 
of Priets and  afiniſiry the ſervice of the Ark was to be accompliſhed z 
vhercin three things are Conſiderable, 1.” Their Conſe- 
crationand Sandity, 2, Their Subordination and 1ntqua- 
lity. 3. Their Regulation and Conformity. I, Of 
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' '2; Of their Conſecration and 'Sani7ity : It was not 
cnough for them to be of the Tribe of Levi, (though 
God had raken that Tribe inſtead of the firft- born * of 
every Family, to miniſter unto him) there was a ſolemn 
ſeparation of their perſons to the ſacred Office : They 
were to be ſolemaly Anointed, Conſecrate1and Hallowed, 
to miniſter in the Prieſts Office® : and the Levites were 
to be cleanſed & (olemnly dedicated before the Lord, that 


they might execute the ſervice of the Lord® ; and this z Nunb.s.3.8 


was required indiſpenſably, under pain of death<: And 
beſides this Conſecration of their perſons , there was a 
prefatory ſancifying, by way of preparation unto the 
addreſs , before they did officiate, r Chron, 15,14. So 
the Prieſts and Levites ſanitified themſelves tobring ap the 
Ark of the Lord God of 1ſracl, 

2, For their Subordination and Inequality; this com- 


a 


* Numb, 3.6, 


wicth12, 
4Exod. 19. tr. 
Numb. 3. 3. 


IT. 
cNumb.z.10. 


menced with the Ark it ſelf, by Gods own immediate * 


Order: Aaron, as a Typeof Chriſt , was head of alls 
but EleaFar and 1thamar (no ſuch Types (to be ſure) in 
Aarons litetime) though unger #im, had very Jarge ju- 
risdictions ; all the Levizes were under their inſpeRion 
and command, Numb. }, 4. | 
Beſides the family of Aaroz,there were the Families of 
Cohath, Gerſhon, and Merari: Ot Cohath there were four 
Families, and each family had its Chief, or Ryler; and 
over all theſe was Eizaphani : Of Gerſhon there we:e 


zwo families z and each of them had its he:td; and over {Nanb. 3.30. 
both theſe was Eiiaſaph ©: Of Merari were two families 3 fb. yerſ, 35% 


and each of them had irs 4144; aud ovecthele was Z uri- 
elf: Now all the Gerſhanites , with their Heads or Preſs 
dents, which were 2630. Andallthe Merarites, wich 
their Guides or Preſidents, which were 3200, were un- 
der Ithamars inſpetion, Numb 4. 28.8 33. Eleazar 
had his own family, with the A and Heads thereof : 

And 


| KS; 


F[rael's Gratulation for 


And tte Cohathites, with the Ralers thereof (in number 


2 Sam.15.29. 
2 Chro. 16.39» 


2 Chrcn. 8, 14, 


2750.) as his peculiar Dioceſ\: But beſides this, he had 
a geceral jurisdiction ove: all the reſt 5 He was Primate 
( under A410, ) over 8580, Pr eſts and Levitesz and 
theteiore he is tiled Prizceps Principum, or Prelatus Pre- 
latorum3 the Prelate of ihe Prelates, or, which is all one, 
Chief over the Chief, Numb, 3. 32, And all matters 
that belonged tothe ſervice of God were generally un- 
Cer his Care and inſpeRion, Numb, 4.16. | 
This Subordination and Inequality did continue to the 
days of David, as appeats in the place before mention- 
ed,1 Chron. 15,11,13, Zadok and Abiathar, the Prieſts, 
were above all the Heads of Levitess and there was an 


a A - 


lech; Thi leads us to 


3. Their Regulation and Conformity: The Prieſts in 


their Courſes applied themſelves to zhetr ſervices and 
the LZevites to their Charges , to praile and miniſter be- 


fore the Prieſts, 4s the duty of every day required: Not 
| a 


\/ 


Ut 


\/ 
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a Non-Conformiſt amongſt them : What part of the holy 
Fungion was affign'd them they care'ully obſerved, 
and kept their ſtation and decorum exactly according to 
the tenour of the ſacred Canon: And that they might 
have no incouragement or pretence to do otherwiſe, this 
Hierarchy of the Church was ſupported by a double pro- 
viſion: 1, Ot Maintenance. 2. Ot Diſcipline. 

I. Their Maintenance did not depead upon the /:be- 
rality of the peoples they had an hononrable allowance 
ſetled by Law, bya divine, inviolable rights So that 
they had no temptation to hurry the Ark afier the humour 
of the people to gratifie either their zeeds ar their av4- 
rices Having the Lord for their portion , they dildiin'd, 
with a generous contempt, to betray the honour and 7»- 
zereſt of the Ark, or the confidenceand good- meaning of 
well diſpoſed people, to gain the little 772poſts and bri- 


- bery, and filthy lucre: And 


2. Incaſeof-Exorbitancy, there was a Coercive pow= 
er inthar Hierarchy, to puniſh the diſorderly perſon. ac- 
cording to the quality of his offence 3 not only with ſþ/- 


IT 


af < 4% 4 


th 


"Pf W941 


6 


ritual penalties, as ſ»ſþenſcon from che holy Function *, 2 Fera 2.62: Sp 


and Excommunication from the holy Offices of the 
Church®3 but with coyporal puniſhments alſo, as impri- 


bEzr.19. 8. . xc 
John 12. 42. þ 


c Jer. 10.2. 


ſonment® s and in ſome cales, with pain of {cath : This Cap. 295 26. F< af 


Maintenance and Diſcipline kept up Order and Conformity * 


amongſt rhem: Sorta; uncer the Authority and influ- 
ence of David, the King , you have the Priefts and Le- 
vites marihalled , the Hierarchy of the Chu ch ready to 
attend the proceſſion and ſoiemn ſervice of the A-k. 

Burt a private Office, perform'd by the Prieſt and Le- 
vite, or the Prieft :nd his Clerk, will not ſerve Davi 
turn; He muſt h: ye the Ark conducted in ſuch an Equz- 
page as becomes the divine Myjeſty it repreſented ; and 


cothis end he ſummon'd oF Elaers and Captains, and 
2 the 


x 


Deuc,17.135 


IIL 


The Tcain and 
as Attendants. 


Greg. NaF. 
Orati.19. 


'T Syr4e, 10.1, 
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the choſen men of 1ſrael, to make up a Train of Atten= 
dants for this great Solemaity, | 

Firſt, The Elders z Chriſts Government differs from 
that of other Princes 3 The Government was upon his 


ſhoulders 5 but the Government is too great a burden 


for the feeble ſhoulders of other Princes 3 Moſe's (houl- 
ders did ſhrink under it : They ate glad therefore of 
Aaxiliaries to afiſtthems and ſuch are their Elders and 
their Captains: Butjudgementis to be uſed in the choice 
of Theſe; For in the Machina or Engine of Pol#ie,. the 
lower Wheels, to which the p-ople are more immedi- 
ately affixed, tavethe ſtrongeſt ?pulſe into their mo- 
tion: The great Wheel of Sovereign Authority, let it 
move never ſo orderly, if the motion of ſubordinvte Ma- 
giſtrat.s be irregular , the force of their ill example will 
h.vea more powerful influence upon the people, and 
Carry their inclinations after it: Her:upon Fethro adyi- 
ſeth Moſes to make choice of men fearing Goa, to be ſub- 
#rdinate Magiſtrates; and David exhorteth not only 
Kings intheir own perſons, but ſuch as are put in Autho- 
ri:y under them, Plal,2. Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, 
beinſtruRed ye that are Fudge: of the earth, ſerve the Lord 
with fear; and kiſs the Son leſt he be angry: Princes are 
the more conce:n'd to have an eye to Pety and virtue 
in their officers 3 becauſe the people think, for che moſt 
pact, tFac they may read the Princes inclinations in their 


p:actiſes f : Spots in the Sunand Moor are bctter diſco= | 


yered by coſcrving them in their Reflexes and Images in 
the water, thFa by looking upon their own bodies in 
their Motions: In conſideration whereof , as well for 
reaſon of ſia'e a5 conſcience, David might reſolve as he 


doth, Pſal 101,6, Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of | 


the lawd, that they may dwell withme: He that walketh in a 
per feet way, he fhall ſerve me; It 1s tobe preſumed, that 
| as 


5.20 
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as it waS in EXekiels Viſion z theſe Wheels of Subordinate 
Governours do move according to the motion of the 
Spirit that is in the living Creature, the original and vital 
Fountain of Authority. God takes of the fpirit of Moſes, 
2nd puts it upon thoſe Elders that were to thare with him 
intke burden of the Government uncer him;Some other 
giddy ſpirit might have put the whoie frame of Govern- 
mear into diſorder and confuſion ; but being acted by 
the ſame ſprrit with Moſes , they aime at the ſame end, 
and carry on the ſame deſizne, to Gods glory and the 
well-fare of the people; Whea the ſþiris of Moſes reſted 
upon them, they Propheſird and did not ceaſe 5 that 1s, Ex 
Det inſtinfiu Deum, De: 4, laudes celebrabant 3 they were 
inſpited to celebrate the praiſes of the Almighty, The 
Elders that Rule well under a pious Prince , they do cor- 
reſpond and comply with him in his Devotions; as thoſe 
Elders.in the Revelation did with the four Beaſts; (which 
are conceived to be the tour Evangeiiſts). when thoſe 
Beaſts gave glory and honour to him that fate. upon the 


Throne , Then the twenty four Elders fell down before him 


that ſate upon the Throne , and worſhipped: him hat liveth 
for ever andever: Such were theie Elders here , they 
did comply with Dawidto attend the. Ark inthis Solemn 
Proceſhon, | 
And ſo did tFe Captains too: not for faſhion ſake, 
I wiſt , or meerly to pay a civil homage to their Prince, 
(like Naamer, when he went into the houſe of Rimmon) 
but out of devorion3 For Souldiers may be Religions 3 
we read of one Centurion that had a prodigious faith; 
1have not found ſo great faith no nt in Iſrael ;, of another 
commended for his worthy piety z He loveth our oati- 
on, and hath built ws a Synagogue ; of another whoſe de: 
votions ſoared ſo high upon the wings of his almes and 
fafting , that they procured him an extraordinary vitita- 
(10 


3 
Cap. 2. 


Numb. 11. 25; 
Lopid, 16, 


Revel.4.9,10;) 


2. 
The Captains? 


ARas 10; 


14. Iſrael's Gratulation for 
tion of kindneſs from Almighty God : Souldiers are 
the Snews of a Kingdom if they be lax and difolute 
through intemperance and effeminacy, the ſtate of thar 
Kingdom is but feeble; if they be cut aſunder by Factions 
and Diviſzens , it bas no ſtrength at all, but enough to 
enable it to tumble and wallow in its own gore, To 
ſtrengthen theſe ſcnewes there is no ſuch Anedyne as Re- 
ligion5 and indeed, if Souldiers be not Religious , how 
will they ſerve their Prince, either for the Lords ſake, or 
for conſcience ſake * Atheiſm cancels the two ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations of a ſubje&s duty and Allegiance: Gaflantry 
will carry but few to the Gates of death for the ſatety 
and honour of their Prince 3 and if intereſt be all the en- 
gagement he bath upon his Souldiers , that may be 
bought off 3 the beſt Exchequer, the fulleſt Purſe will 
Catry it : If his Captains be not Religious, the Prince 
cannot be ſo confident of their fidelzy, to be ſure not of 
their valour and ſucceſf; for through faith the ſervants of 
Heb.11-33,34. God waxed valiant in fight, put to filght the Armies of the 
aliens, and [ſubdued Kingdoms 3 They got not the victory 
through their own ſtrength , neither wes it their own arme 
that ſaved them; but it was the aid and fayour of the 
Deity whom they adored: Hereupon the Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
1 will not truſt in my bow, it is not my Sword that ſhall help 
me; but it s thou (O God) that ſaveſt me, andputteſt 
them to confuſyon that hate me: Non eripio Magiſtratut ar- 
Tybertua 0? S1- 24 , non pracido Corſulia. His enim Reſp. ſtat, illis defen- 
24% © ditur: Tdonot diſarmthe Magiſtrate of his Militia, nor 
cut off his Counfel ; for the Commoa-weal is upheld by 
theone, and Cetended by the other. At quovs rerum 
Statu abſg, Dei Numine nihil recte geritur ; deſperatis re- 
bis, quid ſutfidii reliquum eft, $i non Dems prepotens at, 
immortalis ? In the beſt ſtate of things nothing is well 
done without Gods affiſtance 3 but when things are 
grown 


m_— 
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grown deſperate, wa: Anchorto hold is ſteady e what 
San&uary to flee to but only thed-tence of the Almigh- 
ty 2 Sowe put their truſt in Ch4r/4is, and ſome in Hor- 
ſes, bur we will remembrr the name of the Lord our God, 


They are brought down and fall'n, bn: we are riſen and ſtand Pal. 10. 73 8, 


wpright z David therefore will have no Souldiers to be 
of his G.:rd, bur ſuch as have a devotion for the Ark 
of God: And where there is ſuch a Prince after Gods 
own heart, iuch a conformable Prieſthood » ſuch Religious 
Elders , luch devout and zealous Souldiers, we may be 
confident of an erderly , well-affected people; for it is 
the Irregular Prieſt, and the Seditious Elder, and the 
Fattious Souldier , that does d;ſtrat? and imbreil a King- 
dom, and fill it with diſorder and confufion. Ina word, 
to ſhut up this Scene of our Diſcourſe z When a Prince: - 
comes newly to his Throne and the poſſeſſion of his 
Kingdom, all Degrees and Orders of men, under his 
Domigion, addreſs themſelyes, to make their recogniti- 
on of his Authority, and pay their homage tohim. Why, 
now the Ark of God was a going to be 7nthronedin Sion, 
and take poſſeſſion , as it were, of its Kingdoms and 
therefore David will have all his Subjets, of what rank- 
or quality ſoever , preſent themſelves to acknowledge and 
perform their reſpeRive Duty 3 the Prieſts to devote their 
zeal and diligence3 the Elders their Counſel and Autho- 
rity3 the Captains their ſtrength and walouys and all 
the peopletheir fidelity and obedience, to the Royal Prero- 
gative thereof, Thus we have given you an account of 
the firſt 2#4re, who they were thatdid Tranſport or 
Condu@ this Ark, inthis pregnant Relative, They s So 
They brought, 

2. How they did Tranſport and ConduR it? 1. With 
what Carriage or Inflraments ? 2. With what Pomp and 
Solemnity 2 (in which (as in the other general parts that 

are. 


* 3 Chron. 15. 
2. & a Chron, 


5» 4, F. and 
oſh. 3. 5. 
| Iſa. 46, 1, 


Iſrael's Gratulation for 


areto follow) I maſt be more brief, that I may come 
timcly to the pitch of my defigne, the Application.) 

I. With what Carriage and Inftruments © To ſet the 
Ark of the Covenant upon a Cart, and commit it to the 
blind conduct of a pair of Kine, was ſomewhat tolerable 
inthe Philiſtims, who had no Prieſts that were rightly 
dedicated tothe meſt high God : And they had ſomuch 
reverence to it, as to ſet it upon a Cart that had not been 
over-worn inthe ſervice of the world, in the drudgery 
of their ſecular imployments; a new Cart will leſs pro- 
faneit then the ſhoulders of an old uncircumciſed Phi- 
liftine: They had ſo much care and reverence too, asto 
commit it to the conduR of ſuch Kine, as being ſent 
from their Calves, would be ſure not to hurry it on too 
faſt, ro run it into the danger of an utter over-throw: 
It might bave fall'n into the hands of ſome men much 
more raſh, unreaſonable, and head-ſtrong: But yer, 
that this zew Cart and thoſe Kine ſhould carry it as they 
did, was not without a miracle, as the Learncd think, 
When the Ark is withia the confines of 1ſrael, where 
thereare Prieſts anointed and ballowed to attend upon 
it, to Cartitthen, whether out of ſloth, or negligence, 
out of irrevereace or careleſneſs , out of Fadion or 1n- 
corformity, is (uch an intolerable contempr and propha- 
natioy, as God will not let go unpuniſhed, David doth 
acknowledge that the breach which was made upon them 
by the death of UFzah,was for this diſorder,(1Chron.15. 
13. for God will have things performed in their due or- 
dcrin his ſervice) and that affl tion' was an inſtruction 
tohim3z and m.de him apprehend that none ought to 
carry the Ark but the Prieſts and Levites *, whom the 
Lo:d had choſen for that Miniiiry 5 Anc well might they 
undertakes for the Ark of God was not like the Idols 
of Egypt, aburdentothe weary Beaſt T : it did not opprefs 

or 
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or wringthe Pricfts ſhoulders g for, the Text ſaith, The 
Lord helped bem tobear it, 1 Chron.15.26, Such is Gods 
goodnels, if we will but ſer/onſly endeavery it, we Can- 
not wanta ſufficient aſſiſtance to perform our cxpe ted 
duty. Thus you (ee with what Carriage or 1nſtraments 
the Ark was tranſported. But 

2. With what pomp and fo/emnity ; and of this, we þorp 
may obſerve that it was very great, but withal very pi- _ 
ous, very decent, very delightful, and:very cordial. 1. A , proue 
plows ſolemnity ; It began with an accuftomed Form of 
Prayer; for ſo Moſes had taughtthem, when the Ark ad- 
vanced, to ſay, * Riſe Lord, and let thine enemies be [cat- * Num.ro.z5. 
ered, Totheir Prayers they added Sacrifice, 1 Chroy, P68. 1,2. 
15.26, A Sacrifice of thanksgiving, that God did 
vouchſafe not only to ſpare the Levites, whereas he had 
ſmitten Hb; butalſo to.afift them in their Miniſtry ; 
andthattheir devotions might be the more r410nal, they 
make'them {»telligible by a Plalm of praiſe newly penn'd, 
on ne og adorn the pomp of this ſolemnity, 1x Chroy. 
16, 7. &c, 


2, It was 4 decent Solemnitys for David was clothed i Chron.tg.a7 2 


with a robe of fire linen, and all the Levites that bare the 

Ark, ani the Singers, and Chenaniah the Maſter of the 

Seng, with the Singers s David alſo had upon him an Ephod " . 

of linen, The Ephod was an habit appropriated to Gods gn jus. vs 

Service: And there were two forts of them ; one yery : S#m.2.18.8 

rich and coſtly, peculiar tothe High- Prieft, made of blew, 9" *S3m-t:14- 

purple, feartet, and twined linen, cunningly wrought .and 

embroidered with gold, of which, Ex04.28.4..6. the other 

was a veſtmest ot lines for Prieſts and Levites, which 

others might freely uſealfo (though we finde it no where 

preſcribed torhems ) and ſuch a one David uſed at this 

Time, (fay\the Engliſh Annotators) not -only as being on 2 Sam.6.r4; 

morelightand-fit formotion, butalſo ro ſbew hi devori- 
D 073 


IIS a een eos. n 
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See Dr. Ham, 
Notes upon 


19,8, 
Beret: 


® Deut.28.47. 


John 4. 


Eph.s. 18; 19. 
Col.3, 16, 
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6n in hs religious Service, ' Here was decency, and a. ſig- 
nification of dev0#zop inthe uſe of this garment, (I pray 
obſerve, and carry that home with you) and hereupon 
the Yotaries of the Lamb of God are repreſented to 
St Fuhn, as celebrating the ſolemn Service of God inthe 
Chriſtian Church in ths h4bit, Revel.19, 

3, 1t was 4 delightful Solemnity: For, There was ſhout- 
ing, and the ſound of the Cornet, and Trumpets and Cym- 
bals, making a noiſe w:th Pſalteries and Harps, 1 Chron, 
15.28, God requiresthat his people ſhould ſerye. him 
with joy and glaineſs * 5 and as well to blow. up and in- 
flame that ſacred fire, as to entertain and diſcover it, he 
allows the uſe of theſe bellows, Muſical Inſtruments, as 


 wellas Yoices, When our melody is ſþirit#al, and does 


not degene:ate into carnality and looſeneſs z when the 
Holy Ghoſt isthe Maſter of the Muſick,it is ſo great an ad- 
vantage to our devotions, that we are exhorted, even 
under the New Teftament, (where all the Worſhip of 
God is to be performed in Spirit and in Truth) even 
here, under the diſpenſation of th: Goſpel, we are ex- 
hortedto uſe ir, to raile up our devotions, tothe edifica- 
tion of cur ſelves and others: Be ot drunk with wine 
wherein & exceſs, bat be filled with the Spirit : ſpeaking to 
Jour ſelves, and admoniſhins others in Pſalms and Hymns 
and ſoiritnal Songs, ſinging (with your voice) and making 
melcdy (with rufical inſtcuments ) with grace in your 

hearts untothe Lord, And accordingly, 
4+ This w4i a cordial Solemnity, There are a ſort of 
men in the world, ſo raſh, ſo #ncharitable, ſo cenſorious, 
thatthey condemn all the Service that is performed to 
Almighty God with pemp and ceremony, or any ſhew of 
ſolemnity, as meerly formal and hypocritical, Let the 
praRice of David upon this occ. fion confute their vain 
and falſe imaginations, Ir is a contradiction to ſay, the 
more 
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more there is of delight, ihe leſs there is of the ſoul in 
any ſervice. David perform d this duty not only with 
joy and gladneſs * , but with all bis might; and the holy #*1 Chron. x5; 
extaſies of his ſoul cauſed a religious tranſportation and _— 
rapture in his body in theſe exerciſes ; for he danced be. * 
fore the Lord with all his might T : When his hears dinced + ,$ams. 14; 
ſo for joy, his body could not chuſe but ſympathize in 
the paſſion, ang} dance in grave and come!y meaſii-es 
with it: My heart and my fleſh cryeth out for the living Gol, 
Pſ2l, 84.2. When 1 went with the multitude into the houſe 
of God, I poured out my foul in me, ſaith he, Pſal, 42. 4. 
2,e. I emptied my ſelf of all carthly and carnal delights, 
that I might be filled with the pleaſures of Gods houſe ; Cork Pang, 
I expatiated and enjarged my defires and faculties, that 
I might be capable to receive the influeaces of ſo great a 
blefing, His body was in the dence with the decency of 
an Ephod ; but his very heart and ſoal were in the joy of 
this holy proceſſion; (ſo cordial and fo delightful, fo de- 
cent and fo piows was this Solemnity. And thus we have 
done with the firſt general part of the Text, the Tranſ- 
portation or Condud of the Arks Sothey brought the Ark 
of God: Wecome now tothe ſecond, ' ; 
2, The ſcituation of is: And they ſet it in the Tent that 2 }<* _ 
David had pitched for it, This was in the City of David, 
a part of Feruſalem, where the Court was kept: David 
knew there was need of a ſovereign Ammlet againſt thoſe 
temptations that do uſually Faunt and follow greatreſs : 
The (plendour of a Cours might poſhbly dazzle his eyes 
and make him forget his duty; 'tis good therefore to 
bave the light thereof eclipſed by the greater ſplendour 
of a divine Majeſty, The bands of Religion may be 
drawn ſocloſe and tyed fo f:{ about his ſoul upon the 
frequent ſight of ſuch a ſacred Shrine as the Ark was, 
that aotbing could eaſily m_ up, or make his ſpirits 
2 | flye 


2 Sarn.6.12, _ 


20 
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flye out into diſſolution : The ſight of thi was apt to 
ſtrike the heart with awe and reverence. 

2. But beſides, David was certainly inform'd that 
the p:eſence of the Atk had brought fignal bleſgings, 
evidences of Gods favour, upon the Family of obed- 
Edoms and why ſhould not he endeayour to ſhare in the 
benefit, who had at legſt as good a Title as obed- Edom 


x Cor.12.3x, tothe Ark it ſelf ? To coves the beſt gifts, and that ear- 


zefily, is a very commendable part of our duty : To 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, after ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings, is a holy thirſt and hunger: To be ambiriows to be 


* x Chron. 17. had in favour and ia honour * with the Divine Majeſty, 


x8, 


2. Sam-6.317. 


is a go0d ambition, 
3. If the Ark wereſeated here (in the City of Da- 
vid) whither the Tribcs aſcended for civil Juſtice, they 


might very commodiouſly receive the myſteries of Reli- 


{on adminiſtred together with it, and the bleſsings that 
ſhould be derived from the ſalutary preſence of the Ark 
upcn the Royal Family, would be of a more general 
concernment, like a fruitful inundation, which having 
its ſource from the top of ſome high mountain, waters 
all the vallies round about. | 

2, David had here prepared for the Ark; and there- 
fore it is ſaid, #mpoſuerunt eam in leco ſuo, they (et it in 
his own place: For when a man paſſetha ſurrender of any 
Thing or Placeto the uſe of Almighty God, and appro» 
priates it to his Worſhip by the act of a ſolemn dedtcari- 
on, God accepts of it, ownes it, calls it 4s, and makes 
it holy ; boly always, in relation, by his gracious accepta- 
tion of ir, and holy ſometimes, by a gracious maniteſtatiz 
orfof his preſence init; and then it is to be reverenced, 
not to be alienated, or converted unto any profane or 
common uſe. To this purpoſe we have theſe expre(si- 
ons in Holy Scriptures Go #0 my place which was in m__ 

| 6, 


Q ) 


|! 


Q 
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lo, where 1 put my name at the firſt, Jer, 7. 12. My houfe 
ſhall be calted the houſe of prayer: Mat.21-13. Keep my 
Sabbathes and reverence my Santtuary; Levit. 19. 30, 
Pus off thy ſhoves from off thy feet, for the place mhere tho 
ftandeſt. i holy ground, Exod. 3. 5. to which alludes, 
S = foot when thow comeſs into the houſe of God, 
Ecclel; 5. 1. 

Becauſe the Ark had been placed in th# City of Da- 
vid, and ſo bad hallowed it, Solomon thinks it not fir, 
thinks it would be a prophandtion, to convert it into a 
Comrt for Pharaoh's Daughter, though his royal conſort, 


2 Chrox, 8, 11, Andour Saviours zeal was ſo ſtrict in 


this point, he would not ſuff:r any of them to carry their 
common FYeſſels thorow 4ny part of the Temp':, Mark 11. 
16. Have ye not houſes to eat and io drinkin, ſaith the A- 
poſtle, to ſuchas prophaned the place of Gods worſhip, 


with intemperance, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 


x Cor. 11,22. | 


2E 


3. IntheTent,or Tabernacle, which David hadpitched,  Sam.6.157- 


David did not make choice of a Tabernacle to ſave 
charges, He was aſham'd to ſee himſelt live in more 
State, in reſpeR of habitation, thin God did to ſee 
bimfelf lodged in a Palace of Cedar, and the Ark be- 
tween courſe Cur74ins : out of zeal therefore, he deſigns» 
eda = ne "a —_—- that _—_ be exceed- 
ing magnifical, of fame 4 ory among all Countries, 
 Chro, 22,5. andalthough Uhis was but a piece of wills 
worſbip in him, baving as yet received no command or or - 


der, * no direction or intimation for it 3 yet God accepts « , gam.,.7; 
of this pious 7mrendment, 1 Kings 8, 18, and, fince 2 Ctuo.,17,6; - 


David had intertain'd the thoughts of a Temple, God 
would have it ſuch a Temple (to honourthe zeal of his 
aefigns) as ſhould be a type of heaven, a type of the Church 


trinmphant 5 T but theo, though he bad piouſly contri- + gey.r1.15; 
| = d 


Ve 
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* 1 Chron. 24. yed it, David muſt not be allowed to bu#/dit3 * for Da? 
is: has vid was a man of war, and heaven is to be prepared for 
us by the Prince of Peace; this work therefore muſt be 
reſerved for So/omen. But forthe Church militant, re- 
* Rey.11,2,3. preſented by a Tabernacle, * always in a moveable po- 
ſture, ſubje& to forms and deportations, a warlike Prince 
may prote& and ſhelter, endow and adorn 7hat, after 
this example of King David, Who pitch'd a text for the 

Ark of God, 
And now the Ark is brought under Davids roof, I 
hope the Proverb is not verified in hims The neerer #0 
Church, the further from God; I hope itis not for State 
* Beati qui me- and Pomp that he deſigns this neighbourhood * with the 
ſeDee. 5e4 Almighty: No, no, its, that he may gain an opportu-. 
memento quod Nity at band, to celebrate the ſolemn ſervice of God 5 
; none; » which he doth therefore religiouſly hanſel, with the Sa- 
} wil Lavery 4z- Crifice of a dutiful gratulation; for [they offered barnt 


oximant izg= (acrifices and peace-offerings before God, I Which is the la 
, 7; roof j. [: = _ ce-offerings before Goa, ] laſt 
Jel.Nar, Hom, P4re Of my Text, 


4 k, To be poſleſs'd of God, to fit under the ſhadow of 
his wings, to communicate in the 0rd/nances of his wor- 
ſhip, and #bibe the influences of his Miniſtry, what an 
ineffable bleſſing ! how much this Prince and People . 
valued this injoymeat; how much their hearts were ra- 
viſh'd with their ſucceſs in this bappy ſettlement, we may 
collet from their oblationsz which were the belt the Le- 
vitical Law bad recommended ; God did require he did 
expect no better from them. 

We may take athreefold view of them. 1. Intheir 
nature or kind: Burnt ſacrifices 5 what they werez peace- 
eferings, what they were: 2, Intheir conjuncture and 
aſſociation; barnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings, together : 
3, Iatheir ſubordination and order firſt, burnt ſacri- 
fices, and then, peace-offerings, before Gad, 

I, For 
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1. For their kind and nature's the burnt ſacrifice was 
tobe of the beſt in its kind ; a male and without blemith 5 
and (that I may, in brief, give you the Hiftory, and the 
Myſtery, and the Morality of it) it was ſtiled a Holocauſt 5 
becauſe. herein neither the Prieſt , nor tte party that 
made the oblation, was to have any ſhare but it was 
wholly to be conſumed by the ſacred fire, that ie might 
aſcend up in flames, in reverence to the moſt high 
God. 

It was a Teſtification of Gods Swpream Dominion over 
them; and ſo it was deſigned to make an acknowledge- 
ment of his Sovereignty to honour him; and it was a 
Recognition of their ſubjettHon, and dependency ; and ſo it 
was deſigned, to make an atozement, to render. him 
placid and gracious. 

The Offerer was to lay his han4 upon the head of the 
Sacrifice to 1h# effe&, Levit, 1. 4. He ſhall put his hand 
»pon the head of the burnt offering, and it ſhall be accepted 
for him, to make atonement for bim, By this Rite and 
Ceremony (of laying the hand upon the head of the Sacri- 
fice) 1. Hedidtransfer all his intereſt in it upon God, 
and dedicated it intirely to Gods honour, 2. He did ,,,,,, imp- 
hereby transfer the guilt of his own fin upon the Sacr7- firio ſmbotum 
fice, and devoted #t, in his own head, to the wrath of Her 0 
God, for that guilt, 3. He did transfer the propriety reau in boſti- 
and intereſt that he had in himſe/f, and reſign'd it up, for an tranfiex. | 
the future, to Gods ſervice. This was the ſignification LIES 
of that Rite and Ceremony, 

But there is a Myſtery befides in this ſacrifice. it was 
a Type and prefiguration of the ſpotleſi Lamb of God, who | 
gavehimſelf for us, an offering and 4 ſacrifice to God, for Fobbl. 5:3 
a ſweet ſmelling Savour. | 

And a twofold end was ajm'd at inthat oblation 
1, Gods Honour, 2, Our Atonement; for he — 

rifie 
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* Job 9. 39, 


Rev. 8: 3,4 


— 
—— 


Iſrael's Gratnlation for 


rifie God; | and was the propitiation for our ſins *. 

Andif David offer d. ſuch a ſacrifice to God, to ſhut 
up this great ſolennity, it may teach us modeſty and cav- 
1:03 3 not to be too confident, not to relie upon the 
worth of our own performances : but co ſuſpe& their 
imperfection, and our own failing in them, Fob was 
afraid his ſons might take a ſwrfeit of pleaſures in the 
freedom of their hoſpitable entertainment of one ano- 
ther ; and therefore his care and piety did always apply 
a burnt offering tothem for an Antidote, Fob x. 5. it is 
not gond to be too confident 3 werebar omnia opera meas 
I was jealous of all my works, ſaith Fob, * we may be 
ſurprized in our deyotion; there may be iniquity in our 
hely things, Our ſpiritual ſacrifices do not always aſcend 
inſo pere aflame, but ſome cloud may darken them, 
Itis the Angels Additional incenſe offer'd up with the 
prayers ofthe Szints, uponthe golden Altar, that makes 
them aſcend like an acceptable perfume betore the 
throne of God. David perform 'd this ſervice for the 
Ark of God with a moſt exquifite devotion : but left 
ſome dead fly ſhould be blown accidentally into this por 
of precious oyntment, left ſome circumſtantial miſcarri- 
age ſhould have ſullied the beauty,and blemiſhed the per- 
tcRion, and abated the worth of it, he addes the cauti- 
onary atonement of a burnt ſacrifice, 

Fut, 2. if you look upon thi Sacrifice, as deſigned 


- to the honour of the Divine M:jeſty, abftracted from 


all conſideration of making him propirows tothe offerer s 
then.it courts our deyotions with this infinvation, that 
we are 0t our own; God hath an abſolute dominion over 
us3 and therefo:e we are wholly at his ſervice, and 
ought to refign our ſelv<s up intirely to his diſpoſal 3 that 
no creature may ſhare inthat divine honour, which we ſo 
deſeryedly ow, and ſhould as worthily render to him 
tor hu lory he will not give unto another. 2, The 
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2. The Peace-off ering was a Sacrifice, whereof the blood 
and the fat went to the Altar * 5 the breaſt and the right * God was to 
ſhoulder to the Prieftthe reſt was to be eaten by the 0ffer- jobs bs 
er, In 1hs,the Prieſt and the people did communica.e with the inwa;ds, the 
God, and with one another, like friends teaſting toge- Fidnis, with 
ther upon one and the (ame ſtock of ente-tainment, This —— 
oblation was offer'd, either by way of gratulation and ver, Lev.3.3,4. 
thanks, for ſome benefit already received t, (according TE 7- 1258 
to ſome former vow, yolumarily made to that purpoſe;) 
of which the Pſalmiſt fpeakech, Pſal. 116. 12,13, 14, 

What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all hu benefits towards 

me? Iwill take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon the name The firlt ex 
of the Lord, 1 will pay my vows unto the Lord: nowin pon os 
the preſence of all his people, This cup was an attendant ſpe impetrands. 
upon hs oblation 3 for of the peace-offering they did Es a 
communicate, and rejoyce before the Lord, and took a Wo 
cup of wine, which was called the cup of ſalvation and 

the cup of blefing ; becauſe they gave /:lemn thanks,and 

bleſſed God for his ſaving health and beneft's, 

Or, 2. This oblation was offer'd by way of Yote and Gerhard, Loc; 
Option tor ſome enſuing favour. The Iſraelites had _— Emp 
a juſt cauſe, bur very ill /ucceſ, in their expedition a+ Thom.12.9.108 
gainſt the Benjamites, They received two deteats wich 473-3: Te 60s 
the loſs of 49000 men 3 butthut they migtt prevail with NN —_ 
God to aſſiſt and proſp:r them in the.r nex! engagemeat vel accepri. , 
They came unto the houſe of God and wept, and [ate there 
before the Lord, and faſted that day until Even, and offered 
barnt offerings and peace- offerings before the Lord, Judg. 

20, 26, and ſo1 Chron. 21. 26. her: the delign in theſe 
oblations, was to make atonement, and prevail for futare 
peace and (alyation. 

And methinks, in the very nature of theſe offerings 
there is an inſinuation of the neceſſity of our perſeve- 
rance, and of Gods continual grace and aſſiſtance _ 
efteR, 
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effet, Thevery ſame oblation was offer'd not only by 
way of gratalation , inthanktfulneſs, for a benefit alrea- 
dy paſt ; but alſo by way of vow, for the imperration of 
one tocome. When wearrive at heaven, our ſacrifices 
ſhall be nothing elſe but the adoration of acknowledge- 
ments in a way of praiſeand thankſgiving : but while we 
are Militant here on earth, our praiſes are to be attended 
with atozement, and our thankſgivings with Litenies and 
ſupplications, ” We muſt, not think that we have the 
goal preſently, becaufe We haye Gods bleffing and af- 
fiftance at our ſetting forth, We may begin well, and 
yet fall ſhott of the mark, we may rwu7, tor a fit, a heat 
or two, and yet loſe the prife: it is perſeverance that 
wins the Crowns; ind Gods grace that enables us to hold 
outto the attainment of it, The deſtgn of our peace-of- 
ferings therefore muſt be, not only to acknowledge the 
* unde, Pla, E'CY of God, that did preven# us ; but alſo to engeze 
RK 4 1 «.1l * his favour, that 2r may follow us, all the days of our lives; 


cal the cup of and Tuch were theſe oblations in the Text; they offer'd 
alyarion : an 


| burnt ſacrifices 3 they offer'd peace- offerings, before the 
_—_ of ite yſy - ws for the zature and = " their obla- 
Lord. tions, 
2. Forthe aſſociation and conjunFare of them: Burnt 
ſacrifices, and peace-offerings 3 God isto be adored and 
worſhipped, for his ew» ſake , out of reverenceto his ex- 
cellent Majeſty 5 this is fignified by the born ſacrifices 
F Hujuſmol? + and he is to be adoredand worſhipped, out of Greti- 
+15 we :ude for his goodneſs towards ws z this is ſignified by the 
Deo ſpectaliter p:ace-offering. The firſt isto give him praiſe; The ſe- 
al.rovrrert1 cond, to give him #hanks 3 and whoſs offererh me praiſe 
jeflaths it fir 3 

ws &'c. Them, and thanks he honoareth me, Pfal. 50. they are put both 
nbiſurrk together there inthe Pſalm, and here upon the Altar, 

Ve muſt be mindful to acknowledge and honony God 5 

and we muſt be mindful to relieveand ſave our ſelves 5 


but 
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but Gods glory is to be ſought in the firſt place 3 our own 
advantage in the ſecond, and ina way of ſubordination 
toit. The burnt ſacrifice firſt, and then the peace-offer- 
2ng to ſecond its that is the third, the 0xder.in tteſe Ob- 
lations. Gods intereſt muſt be prefer'd before our own 3 
his 2/ery before our ſalvation and becauſe God heareth 
not finners, the atonement ſhould be made firſt, to re» 
concile our perſoxs, that our ſervices of gratitude may 
find a gracious acceptation. Heace the Pſa!miſt 3 Purge piil.g1.7,9514; 
we with hy(ſop, and 1 ſhall be clean, hide thy face from my "9. 
ſins, and blot out all mine intquities : Deliver me from 
bleod-guiltineſs3 and then, * when my atonement is thus * Cum ego per= 
made, then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſarrifices of right an 
couſne 11 . ; fuero. Bellar, in 
And if they be offer'd up in the memory and wirtne of Pls. go. 
Chriſt, that greas Holocauſt, through 5/7, God will ac- 
cept both of ws and of our sfferings z which a:e no other- 
wile acceptable unto eternal life, but only +hrough Feſws 
Chriſt our Lord, 
- And the Royal Prophet could not chuſe but remem- 
ber him in this ſolemaity z for as well ch: Ark as the ſa- 
crifice was a Type of him and ſo they brought the Ark 
of God intothe City of David, and ſet it in his place, in 
the tent which David had pitched for it ; and they offered 
burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings before God, Would 
you know Davids inducements to perform all this ſcr- 
vice forthe Ark ? they were fours his need of it, his 
lovetoit, his intereſt init, and his advantage by it, 
1, His zeedof it; aadthat we find him the more ſen- 
ſible of, in bis ex/e from it5 (as men, for the moſt part 
do, Magis carendo quam fraendo, they undeiſtand the 
uſefulneſs of things better by the want of them, then by 
their enjoyment3 ) bere was his Abyſſus Abyſſum, one 7.2”, 
deep calling upon another 3 for he was brought very low, 
E 2 many 
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many !1mnes, brought i into inextricese perpl=xities 3 3 m7 
478 1:98 caſt iow, G my (1%? and why 473 :108 ſo diſquies- 
2d within m2? He mis inthe £are, 2nd minted comfort, 
29d nothing bur che 4-4 of God could relzeve and 3Ford 
rim Cordia's; 0 [emi as; thy iig!8 and thy math : let them 
Le44 me, ( 305d laft my tear! nes 2nd upidiry (hould 
tempt Te © make 2 halt) ies 5hem briug me unto thy a6 
£248, and :9 ry Tavernacler, And ig another place þ: 
need T axcs i1m more 1709 9549%5 (0 bis icclar Natl ons; O 
G44, 3:04 475 my God, early Wilk ' fee ret my [141 111” fe 
8:9 b fre rwee, my feejh 3 lamgess fir 1hez Would you £00 
to gmpor i814, how vitlens th el: paitonz's zpperices 
z<? you T1215 374 De face, you muſt be with c97i4 5 
3222 952% 4 ae of gue, when Chirift « formed in you, 
tea you will 28er fen4 {fe 02'ure ef that ſacred th «it, 
Mat [3575744 (COg!BS 5 £T 15 18 only wad ne f2z, not fully 
1D be 1nter3 reed, Bu: what is the reaſon 2 his 6X17 1418 
needs. tte aridiiy, the drinefs 206 deſelation of his iou 
2:5, 534 ry and thirfty land miere no water m4, Bus 
wi=r=:e Ariir, theres God is, 2nd with thee ws the well 

f ufe; this therefore is the obje& of ail my titrſt 2nd 
hl 74 ſee 159 pamer 4nd 7iory, [3 48 1 nave [:en thee 
77 1112 $417 847). 

2, Alccond Tote 7425 115 (4vetothe Ark, Plal, 26, 
s. £9r4 {540 lined the habitation of thy 29% 7. 434 12 
1/402 whe? 3122 bonaur ameiieh, But more piffionar rely, 
Pill, #4.1, 2, Haw emizble are win 7 Fam momns 9 L854 


#f 216: my aa! 49279, yes £922 | £1: 122th Ir 3/1 C17; of 


t92 L8Yd. mY 2475 134 my Aeth orieth 2%7 for 12 livins God. 

He bark ic his foul rhe paſtors of 1 woman with child ; 

te langs, 28d Lecaule f< £20007 £27 is longing pre/t ent- 

h, the: e follows 2 Delcquinrm, 2 d:falincein bis | my 

tis [oul faznters 5 [nd as longers mis todo many time 
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that hi heart and fleſh, both cry out for the living God; 
and nothing c2n keep him from mi/carr5ing, from loſfing 
the frait ot this sravel of hu ſoul, but 2 ſight of Gods 
Ark 5 ſuch a favour as this wquld allay and becalm and 
ſatisfie all theſe paſfions, Ble ed are they that dwell in thy Verl. 4 
houſe3 they will be ſtill praiſing thee : One day in thy Courts, pc 
and deor- keeper there,is high preterment in the eſtimation 
of 2 piews Prince, that hath a true deyotion tothe Ark 
of God. 
| 3. A third inducement was his Zntereſt in the Ark: _ 

and this intereſt depending upon his intereſt in God, they vets p— 
run, as it were, paralle/; hence, Pſai. 43. O ſend our 
thy light, &c, (as before) Then will 1 20 unto the Altar 
of God, unto God my exceeding joy (and) the God of my 
ſtrength * : yeaupon the Harp will I praiſe thee, O God, my , ., p 
God, He will bear 2pert in the ſolemn ſervice before © * 
Gods Ark; and the intereſt he has in it makes his 64niſh- 
ment the more intolerable 3 when L remember theſe things, 
1 pour out my foul in me (grief and ſorrow h:ving difſol- 
ved it) for I had gone with the multitude, 1 went with 
them to the houſe of God, Pſal, 42,4, 

4. The fourth and laſt inducemeat was the advantaze 
he td by the Ark ; and that was doub'e. 1, Protect1- 
on, P(:1.27. 4 5. One thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, 
that I may dwell in the bouſe of the Lord; ts behold the beau- 
ty of the Lora, and to inquire into his Counſel for my ſafe- 
ty; For inthe time of trouble he ſhall hide me in bu pavilli- 
03, &c. (ee Pial: 31, 20. 

2. Hers he finds ſatisfaitiop: here is a Fulip will {lack 
his thirſt s inebriabuntur, they ſhall be inebriated, abun- 
cantly ſatisfied with the pleaſures of thy houſe, &c. upon 
this account, ſuch as do approach Gods Ark are bleþed, 
Pſal,65.4. And now h:ving given you theſe induce- 
ments of his devotion , I have done with my Text, " 
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I cannot enter upon my Application without a Preface 
and what Preface fo ſuitable as a reflexion upon thoſe 
ſignal impreſſes of Gods ſavour ſtamp'd upon us imme- 
dia'ely before the late fatal revolution 3 whereby we 
may take a proſþeeF of our own happineſs, in the proſper: - 
75 and flouriſhing condition of our Church and Nation: 
we were like that Yize of Iſrael, which God ſometimes 
brought out of Egypt; we were planted ina Land fow- 
ing with milk and honey, and were twined about the walls 


ot Gods houſe, for our ſupport and ſhelter, Thoſe 


Clouds and UUmbrages that did eclipſe and darken the 
glory of the Goſpel in other parts of the World, were 
diſpel'd and ſcattered amongſt us. The face of the 
Sky over our heads was ſerene and calm, and the coun- 
renance of Heaven did ſmile upon us. Our Candleſtick 
was ſcoured bright, and inſtead of naſty ſinking ſn»fs, 
or filthy mecors exhaled from the ſlime of the earth, 
we had ftars of the firſ® magaitude for their Piety and 
Learning ſet upon them, So that this people which had 
ſate in darkneſs aw agreat light, God had not deals 
fo with other Nations. Here was a comely as well as 4 
convenient Tabernacle for the Ark of God; and God 
was worſhipped in the beauty of holizeſs. And God was 
not at all behind hand wich us in che reciprocation of 
kindneſſes ; there was neverſolowan ebb in us, by our 
making Out /allies of devotion upon him, but there 
came as high a ide upon us flowing back from him, 
What wepaid the Ark of God in reverence and duty, 
waz infalliby return'd in a compenſation, nay with a ſur- 
p!nſage of bleſſings, As long as our Enzlſh earth con- 
tinued to p:y awerthy homage unto heaven, the Hea- 
vens were not only conſtant to involve ard zz circle us ; 
but they never fail'd to protec and ſhelter, ro feed, and 
t0c/04th us with ſuitable applications of the moſt cnrich- 


ing 
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ing influences, Othe: Nations had Mines, which they 
digged with much paia and peril in the earth; but we 
bad M3nes in heaven, treaſures that never fail'd to ſup- 
ply not only our zeeds, but our very pomp and curiofity : 
Ic was our felicity that God had made out that exper;- 


Jl 


ment tous, which he ſpeaks of by the Prophet Malachi : Mal.z.10; 


Prove we now, if 1 will not open to you the windows of hea- 
ven, and pour you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room 
enough to receive it, We had pregnant evidence of this 
goodneſs of the Lord toward us, which makes one 
(that might have made a better uſe of it) vbſerve, that 
God has dealt by way of preregazive with this Engliſh 
Nation. | 

* But we perverted Gods gracious diſpenſations, turns 
ing his bleffings into aggravetions of our crimes, and 
making our jelicity terve only for a reproach to our 7x- 
gratitude : For like 1ſrael wemwaxed fat and kicked y, our 
Manns, 2 ſpiritual food that came down from heaven, 
prepared for us by the Miniſtry of thoſe Angels that pre- 
ſided inthe Church at the Reformation, becauſe it was 
common, and our daily bread, it became /o«rhſome to us: 
We grew wanton, and having taken a ſurfeit of the bread 
of lite, we long'd for quails to be brought us out of for- 
reign Countries : We thought Abane and Parphar, Ri- 
vers of Damaſcus, better then all the waters of 7ſrael. 
Men grew preciſe and ſqueamiſhyg they would not waſh 
and be clean, unleſs they might have Ciſterns of their 
own hewing out; nor dr/zk of the water of life, though 
it ran never ſo freely, unleſs it were conyeyed to them 
in »ew Pipes of their own Caſting: Some there were 
that did ſtritly hold themſelves to the Form of godlineſs, 
the Sulemn Worſhip of God eſtabliſhed in the Church, 
who notwithſtanding in the Jooſenefs of their lives did: 


ſhimefully deny the power thereof : Others there muy 
| that 
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that did pretend to be ſo ever-born with the power of god- 
lineſs, that they would allow no Form at all for the re- 
eulation and exerciſe of it: All the innocent Ceremaz 
nies that had conftantly attended the ſs!emn devotions 
of pious Antiquity were look d upon as the very «reſs 
and trimmings of Hypocriſiez Reverence in Gods Wor- 
ſhip was accounted ſ#perſtitioxs ; and the holy 1ncenſe of 
Morning and Evening Prayers no better thqn «bomination, 
Even ſuch of the people (which make up the greateſt 
number of its adverſaries) as never had judgment or 
wit enough to underſtand it, had yet malice enough infu- 
ſed into them toderide and ſcorn the Holy Service of the 
Chu:ch: And asanevidence that this diſeaſe was grown 
deſperate, our greateſt quarrel was at thoſe Phyſitians 
whoſe prattice and preſcriptions were the moſt probable 
means £0 reduce us to our Chriſtian temper, 

W henlT conſider the carriage of the people 1ſ-ael un- 
der Gods gtacious diſpenſations, 2 Chron. 36.15, 16. 
methinks I ſee the CharaRer of our Engliſh Nation in 
theſe Jate years. The Lord God of their Fathers ſent to 
them by his Meſſengers, riſing up betimes and ſending ; be- 
cauſe he had compaſſion on his people and on his dw: ling 
place : But they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed 
his Word, and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord aroſe againſt his people, till there was noremedy, For 
whea the Patient grows ſo raving, ſo out of temper, as 
to ſtrike his Phylſitian, and throw away his Antidotes, 
there remain no ordinary methods that can cure him: 
Ard then the Bedlam, and the chain, the whip and the 
skrews, all the violences of a ſevere diſcipline are the 
beſt inſtances of our kindneſs. Such was the coidition 
of 1ſrae/, Hoſea 4.1,2,4. The Lord hath a Controverſic 
with the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe there & no truth 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God inthe Land, By ſwearing, 
| and 
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and lying, and killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adul- 


rery, they break out, andbloud toucheth bloud, Therefore 


ſhall the Land miurn: Tet let no man ftrive nor reprove ano- . 


ther, for thus people are as they that ſtrive with the Prieſt. 
Wi hen {ia begins to ſpread amongſt a people, what re- 
medy does Almighty God uſe to apply to heal and ſtop 
it? there isthe Authority of a Fudge to oppole it, and 
the Reprehenſion of the Prieſt togivea check ro it. Burt 
when God does 2:h:bite theſe his officers from «ſing 
their Authotity, and exerciſing their JurisdiRtion, 'tis a 
fignthar people is grown ob/tinate, ſhamelef#, and incorri- 
gible: Whea they grow ſo inſo'eat as to contradict the 
Prieſt in his own office, wherein doubtleſs he is Gods 
Vicegerent, that PEop's is bef Grace, aSit runs in the or- 
dinary Ci annel; and unleſs God uſeth ſome other me- 
thods of Diſcipline, thereis no hopes of their amend- 


ment: Soit follows in the Prophet, Therefore ſhalt thou Hiſes 4. 5; 


fallin the day, Whea they had the clear /ight of Fe:- 
ven ſhining round about them, the lighr of knowleage, 
andt: elightof comfort and proſperity , in this noon day, 
Thou ſha/t ſtumble and fail, lauth the Lord, and the Pro- 
phet alſo ſhall fall with thee in the night z, the falſe Prophet 
ſhall be benighred and loſe-himfelt in the darkneſſe of his 
own w4'n imaginations; and 1 will deſtroy thy Mother, 
ſaith the Lord; the Church and Nation, from whoſe 
wornb thou baſt had thy birth, in whoſe boſome thou haſt 
had thy breeding, and to who'ie bleſſings thou owelt the 
procuremeat of thy proſpecity, We may m. ke Exz- 
land the Scene of that Prophelie as well as Feruſilem; tor 
the whole Tragedy bath b-en acted over inall its parts a- 
mongſt us, with a full ſolemnity. 

God he took notice of our miſdemeanonrs (under his 
moſt gracious diſpenſations) towards our Superiours , 
his YVicegerents, both Civiland Fccleſeaftical, and he was 

' . - wroth z 
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wroth , and upon ſo great provocations as we were guilty 
of, hedid to'us as he had done to 1ſrael, He delivered 
our firengih into Captivity, and our beauty into the Enc- 
mies hands. That Ark, that Form of Gods Worſhip, that 
had procured ſuch miracles of mercy for us in $8, and 
atthe intended powder-plots That Ark whoſe virtue had 
been ſooften tryed, to good effeR, in times of war, peſti- 
lence and famine3 And our Beanty, that Form of Solemn 
Worſhip, which rendred the Church of England amiable 
ab-ve all the Reformed Churches, and a true Copy of that 
Holy City, that New Fer»ſalem, which S. Fohn ſaw 
coming down from God ont of heaven, prepared as a Bride 
«dorned for her Hucband, Rev,21.2. For our many 
provocitions, He delivered Thi owr ftrengthinto Capti- 
vity, and Ths onr beauty imo the Enemies hands: The 
glory was upon departing from our 7ſraely and I had al- 
moſt faid , That the abomination of deſolation was ſet up in 
the holy place: When the moſt wegnificent Houſe of God 
that we had in our Land was turned into a ſtables and 
many men, yea many Prieſts (ſuch was their Apoſtacy) 
t ad no more 7everence for itthan the very beaF#s that pe- 
riſhed by a ſtrange vengeance inflicted, without doub?, 
upon that ſors of Cattle for that Sacrilegiows prophana- 
tion. 

That Fattion which had tyred out the patience of two 
great Princes * with Petitions, ſolliciting to have thoſe 
Walls of Church Government /evelked, that Garriſon 
diſmantled wtere.nthe Ark of God was in ſ:fe cuſtody 
amongſt us: They that ſo often attempted to fire it out 
with their Squibs of ſcoffting Pamphlets, and to batter ie 
down with their paper bullets, for want of better Argu- 
ments; Ar Jaſt (afloon as opportunity and adyantage 
favour'd them; for their rage could ſtay no logger) they 
aſſaulted it (how unlike Chriſts Lambs and the Ser- 

vants 
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yaats of the Prince of peace, I need notce<ll you) but 
with Swords and Piſtols, Pikes and Cannons they aſlaul - 
tedit. And becauſe th& Ark could nor otherwiſe fall 
into heir hands, the chief Prieſt, yea and the Princetoo, 
muſt fall before it, as a Sacrifice ro their fury. And 
- (which is more) that they might utterly extinguiſh our 
hopes, and cut off all poſſrbility of irs Reſtitution, as much 
aSinthem lay, #hey did cur off the Royal {ane that ſhould 
proteiFit, andthe ſucceſſion of a regular Prieſthood, that 
ſhould miniſter unto it. - 

And now might the dewons ſoul, that was pregnant 
with the paſſions of grief and love, fall in iravet, and for 
want of other iſſue give b/7th to a lamentation, and name 
that Ichabod; tor the glory is deparied from Iſrael; and 
we the rrue Sons of the Church of Zxgland in the condi- 
tion that Iſrael was in, when they he by the waters of 
Babylon and wept ; they hung up their Harps, which 
were now grown #ſeleſſe; becauſe their ſorrows for the 
deſolations of Zion, bad ſilenced all their melody. 

And yet weare call'd upon to believe that all theſe 
wiolences were defign'd, but to ſhakethe 4sſt out of the 
Badgers skins, and to bruſh the Curteins, and to Reforms 
the Tabernacle , that the pere gold of the Ak might 
ſhine the brighterin the pmpliciry of its own luſtre, Thar 
is, juſt as the Souldizts came with Swords and Staves 
from the High Prieſts, ro apprehend and ſecure the 
L amb of God, and brought him before P:{ate,ourt of kind- 
neſs, that he might have the howovr to clear and acquit 
him(clf. 

But what became of the Ark of God in the midſt of 
theſe diſorders ? Why, weheard of the ſame at Epbrata, 
we found itin the wood: ſome harmleis Country people 
would tell us ſome tydingsof it z but it wasinthe wood ; 
like one bewildered, frip'd of its due Attendants and 
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Sclemnitles, And yet as forlorn as it was, its Captivity 
was 4 puniſhmeat not only to the Fews, but alſo to the 
Philiftims 5 to them that triumph'd over it, as well as to 
them that had loſt the poſſe([r0n,and forfeited the blefsings 
of it, The adverſaries could not de#rey itz nor could 
they court it into their aſſiſtance. The Dagoy, which they 
ſet up for themſelves to worlhip, fell before it, with the 
loſs of hands and head, deprived not of ſtrength only, 
but of counſel roo. They provided a new Cart for it 5 
ſuch was the new Diſciplize, hewn our, and radely pur 
together by Mr. Calvin and others, inthis laſt Centwry3 
and th: Claſſes were the Wheels of it, and th# the Fa» 
ion drove on furiouſly tor a while, and ſtop'd not, no, 
not at the Red Sea, they drove it into « Sea of blood: but 
the Catilethat were yoked together, to hurry it away, 
were ſo unreaſonable and head-ſtrong, they could not a- 
eree, where, or howto ſet itup 5 and that they might not 
hurry it into utter yru{ze, God was pleaſed to look tho- 
row a frightful Cloud upon them, and took off their Cha- 
riot-wheels, to trouble and diſcomfit them, 

At laſt David, the King, being preſerved and re- 
turn:n, by as great a miracle of providenceas the Ark it 
ſelf; in order to his own ſettlement, he gives order to 
prepare the Tabernacle for the ſettlement of the Ark 
and ſummoneth all the heads of the Priefts and Levites, 
with the Noebles and Elders of the people: So they brought 
the Ark of God, &Cc. : | | 

We are no leſs happy then 3hey, in the decent ſituation 
of our Ark; Ipray God we may be no lefs dutiful, in 
our gratulation for it, To which purpoſe, me'hinks 
evety devout ſoul ſhould be a breathing out that Quere 
of the Pſalmiſt, 22id Retribuamn, what ſhall 1 render un- 
to the Lord, for this great, this ſignal benefic done unto 
us 2 ' you can do no better than reſolve with himz 17 will 

come. 
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come into thy houſe with burnt offerings z 1will pay thee my 
vows, which 1 promiſed with my lips, 4nd ſþ.cke with my 
menth,. when 1 was in trouble, tor the Ark of God. And 
becauſe God rakes no pleaſure in the fleſh of beaſts g nei- 
ther will he drink the blood of Bnlls or Goats : but requires 
of us, a ſpiritual, a living and a reaſonable Sacrificez 1 
beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ge preſent your bodies aliving Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reaſonable ſervice, Having nothing elſe 
that can be acceptable to bim, 'who gave himſelt for ze, 
we ſhould have the ſame deyotion, the ſame mind thar 
was in the holy Martyrs ;. we ſhould have our hearts 
and wills prepared; (it duly call'd to it) to be made a 
ſacrifice by others s in the meantime, we ſhould make 
an Oblation of our _—_ have our whole ſpirits, ſouls 
«nd bodies, devoted to Gods ſervice and the ſervice of 
his Church. Such a devotion was in the great Apoſtle; 
Phil, 2.17, Aa\x' & x anivopar & m5 vvoie x) aalegyic The al- 
ceo vuore If I be offered up (a8 libamen, a liquid oblation) 
#pon the Sacrifice and Liturgy of your faith, 1joy and re- 
Joyce with yow all; But, 

Here is a twofel4 oblation recommended to us, by the 
example before us, inthe Text, 1, A burnt ſacrifice 5 
And, 2. A peace-offering, and ſuch we muſt offer, ina 
ſpiritual ſenſe ;- and we muſt offer z | ; 

I. Abur ſacrifice; and that, upon a dexble account > 1115 j 
(as ſuch facrifices uſe to be offered up upon.) 1. To ac- 
knowledge Gods Power and Dominion', and Revere his 
ſignal Goodneff herein demonſtrated, David hath fur- 
niſhed us with a. Pſalm to ithis purpoſe , Pſal. 124- 

(wherein the Church bleſlerh God for a miraculous de- 
liverance, of her ſe/f-and the Ark of God, ſetled in her 
poſſeſhon) 1f is had not been the Lord who was on our fiat : 
now may 1ſraei ſay : If it had not ben the Lord, who was on 
our 


Pſal. 66.13.14; 


Rom.1 2.1, 
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our ſide, when men roſe up againſt us, Then they ha! ſwallow - 
ed us up quick : when their wrath was kinaled againſt us, 
Then the water had overwhelmed ws ; the ftream had gone 
overs our ſoul. Then the proud waters had gone over our 
ſoul, Bleſſed be the Lord « who hath not given us as 4 
prey to their teeth, Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of the 
ſnare of the fowler : the ſnareis broken and we are eſcaped. 
Our help is inthe name of the Lord, who mate heaven and 
earth, Nox nobis Domine, non nobtis ; therefore not uns 
to us, Lord, not unto us: but unto thy name be the praiſe: 
Thou art worthy to receive glory and honowr and praiſe - but 
to us there b-longeth nothing b#t ſhame and confuſcon of 
facez for we contributed oaly tothe reproach and cape 
tivity of Gods Ark,and ſolemn worſhip, its happy reſtits= 
tion and ſettlement we ow to thy {ignal power and good- 
nels3 great and marvillows are thy works, Lord God, Al- 
mighty - juſt and true are thy ways,thos King of Saints, Who 
ſhall not fear thee,0O Lord,and glorifie thy name!Rev.15.3,4. 
2. A ſecond defiga of our ſpiritual bwrnt ſacrifice muſt 
be co make an atonement for thoſe miſcarriages which for= 
feited our intereſt inthe Ack, and betrayed it into capti- 
vi'y. It was good adv:ce of the Prieff and Diviners to 
the Philiſtims, when they conſulted chem about retur- 
ning the Ark of God; Oh! ſend it not away empty, ſaid 
they, but in any wiſe return God a treſpaſs-off.ring with 
it; that you may be healed. The captivity of that Ark 
w:ought a ſtrange convidtionin the Philiftims, as well as 
intle Fews, The Philiftims ſaw clearly they had no 
reaſon to 1r7#mph inthis defeat they bali giveaIl acl for 
though they had wox the field, they had got no Yidory z 
they had taken the Ark indeed ; but they had made no 
conqueſt of its for it fell upon the Reer of them, and 
ſmote them in their hinder parts, it diſcovered ſo much of 
their nekedneſs, and tutn'd their inſide ſo much oxrward; 
and 
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and putthem tro fo much ſhame and anguiſh that they 


were glad to ſendit back with #reſpsſs- offering, and beg | 


to be, reconciled to it g the 1ſraeclites they were inſtructed 
likewiſe thar it was not out of 21/ will ro the Ark, nor 
for wat of ſtrength in God, that the Philiftims prevailed 
to take it captive - but only out of a jſt indignation, to 
revenge the prophanation of that ſacred Inſtrumen?t, which 
was the v/{;ble obſignation of his grace and ſayour to 
them. And when God was about to ſuff-r his holy Tem- 


pleto be defied, upon alike account, he ſends his peop'e 


to be ſchooled by th:t example, Jer. 7, 11, 12. 1s the 
honſe that is called by my name become a den of robbers ? be- 
hold I have ſeenit, But go now tomy place, which was in 
Shileh, where 1 ſet my name at the firſt z and ſee what 1 did 
toit, forthe wickedneſs of my people Iſrael, And becauſe 
of your wicked works, 1 will therefore do #0 that howſe that is 
called by my name, as I did to Shiloh, Is there any here 
amongſt us, that can plead wor guilty ? baſt not thos 


prophaned the Ark of Gods Worſhip , that was as. 


mongſt us ? haſt not t60u been #nthankful! for ic ? 
haſt not thou been enfruirfu/ll under the Miniſtry of 
it ? thereis no perſon in this Congregation, if he be of 
a competent age, bur his heart will cell him, that hedid 


contribute ſomething to the captivity of this Ark. If we 


h:d as much #»genutty, T a n ſure wehtave as much cauſe, 
as Mr. Bradford, inthe Book of Martyrs, bad 5 orasthe 
Chriſtians, that were baniſhed in Q. Maries days, tad, 
to 4ccuſe our ſelves, for our wiltul betraying the honour 
of our Religion and the intereft of the holy Goſpel, We 
may all ſay, For my fius, and for thy fins, was rhe Ark, 
the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of God t ken caprivez. 
and upon this account, it becomes our duty to preſent a 
burnt ſacrifice for our atonement, now upon its reſtituti- 
on. But wherewith ſhall 1 come before the Lord, and bow 
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my ſelf before the moſt high God 2 Mic. 6.6. the Pſalmiſt 
hath reſolved us, Pſal, 51.17. A broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe, This is our burnt 
ſaerifce. : Pos Fo 
2. Buttothis we muſt add a peace-effering; and that 
muſt conſiſt of a double ingredienr, 1, A dutiful ſub- 
miſſon tothis ſettlement of the Ark. And, 2, 4 joy- 
ful gratulation for it, 
- = I, A datiful ſubmiſſion toit, Inthethe 24. Pſal. we 
Plal.24.7. findthepeopl. invited to a ſolemn-reception of the Ark ; 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye ever- 
laſting doors, and the King of glory ſhall comein, Fuit be- 
neficium Dei non walgare, ſaith Mr, Calvin, quod Deus 
In Pal.24.7. wviſebili ſymbolo in medio ipſorum reſudebat, celeſfted, ſuum 
or nin? domicilinum wolebat in terra conſpicl, Js was no ordinary 
6,nichir, favour of God, that he wowldreſude amongſt them in « viſe - 
blerepreſentation, and | uffer bu ſacred babitation be ſeen on 
earth; it ſhould be their a7>birion therefore and zeal to 
entertain it, Therefore lift wp your heads, 0h ye gates, 
and the King of glory [hall come is : but what are thoſe 
gates that ſhould beſo ſolemn!'y opened for the admiſsion 
of the King of glory 2 Sub ratione typi fuerunt porte Tem- 
Ameſ.in Pſal. p!i, 1 Kings 8. 6, 11. ſaith &meſius, Reipsa wero ſunt fi- 
24.24. deliums corda, Iſa. 66.1,2, they were the gates of the 
Temple in type: butthe hearts of holy men in reality ; they 
are the Tabernacle, that Gods Ark and worthip ſhould 
refide in. We muſt thzrefore /»wardly , in our very 
hearts and ſouls, ſubmir to this o#tward (crtlement of ic, 
in the Tabernacl: or Churchof God ; and this upon a four- 
: fol4 Conlideration. 
jLows I. In regard of the place where the Ark is ſetled : nor 
in Barnes or Stables, not in a Forreign far diſtant place 3 
"tis within thy Neighbourhood, and yer appropriated to this 
ſ{-rvice.» Though God be not corfind to any place 
though 
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though he hath not choſen any peculiarly ro put his Ark 
in, a$among the Jews3 yet, for our ſakes, he delights 
in ſuch places as our devotions baye m:de his propriety; 
The Lord loverh the gates of Zion mire thip all the awel- 
Lings of Facob z and in compliance with him herein, the 
devour {oul cries our, Lord 1 have loved the habitation of 
thy houſe, and the place where thy honour dwellethz and, 
the eal of thy houſe hath even conſumed me; and, make 
not my Fathers houſe a houſe of MerchandiRe : itis obſcr- 
vable, though our Saviour, inthe ficſt year of his Mi- 
niſtry, foretels thar all incloſures ſhould be thrown open, 
and the worſhip of God no longer be confined (asit had 
been)to Fersſalem, Foh. 4.21. yet, tolignifie, that he 
would till (for all that) accept and ewn plaies dedicated 
to his ſolerpn ſervice, all the world over, in the fourth 
year of his Miniſtry, he makes his claim, and vindicates 
the honour of his own intereſt, Mark 11,17. 

2. We muſt ſubmitco this ſettlement, iz regard of the 
Authority by which it « ſeiled; hete are, David, and the 
Elders, and the Captains of thouſands; the King, the No- 
bles, and the Repreſentatives of all the Commons of Eng- 
land; what comes to us derived in ſofs/la curreat of 
Authority, (notro ſpeak of the miraculoze reſtitution of 
this Authority,) ſhould proſtrate every private judgment 
and make the paſſions, intereſts :nd opinions of all men, 
ſtoop betore ir, Thete isa neceflity laid upon us, yea 
and a wo will betide us, it we ſubmit not. Let every 
ſonl be ſubjett tothe higher powers, Rom,13.1. Nay,ye muſt 
needs be ſubjeft, and that not only for fear of wrath, but fr 
conſcience ſake, Ver. 5, and there is another ſake no leſs 
conſiderable ro engage you, the Lords ſake: 1 Pet.2.13, 
I4. Submit you ſelves toevery ordinance of man, for the 
Lords ſake , whether it be tothe King as Supream, or uno 
Governours, 45 thoſe that are ſent by him, for the puniſh - 
ment 
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ment of evil deers , and for the praiſe of them that do 
well, Time was, when an 0rdinance (not ſo venerable 
as thas S* Peter ſpeaks of ) did fignifie ſomething with 
you; when /eſſe then oxe link of thatthreefold Cord of 
Authority would ſerve to engage and yoak you to draw 
the Ark aſide if you will not now ſubmit tothe Settle» 
next of it, upon the obligation of thoſe Laws which 
come to us, inthe greateſt ſolemnity that a j»/ and ful! 
Authority can recommend them by, I ſhall ſay no 
more but this, that your Conſciences are ſtrangely 
blinded, and they are prodigiouſfly perverſe and obſtinate. 
And yetthis isnotall; For, 

3, We muſt ſubmit to this Settlement, in regard » 
that Miniſtry under which it i ſetled; theſe are notlike 
thoſe falſe Prophets, which come in ſheeps clothing : but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves. \\ e know them well 
enough by their fruits: theſe are contented to ſubſiſt 
upon that por#/on which the Laws of God and man al- 
low them ; and would not be Peyſoners to your 
Purlies, lgft they ſhould be tempted to flitter you and 
betray your ſouls z for they ſeek n6t yours, but yow, Theſe 
are nune of Feroboams Prieſts, the meaneſt Mechanicks 
amongſt the people, ſet up by an Qſurper, to entertain 
the deyotions of he p<ople, inthe worſhip of his Calves, 
left by Faving recourſeto Feruſalem, tothe Ark of God 
:nd the Prieſthood that does attend upon ir, they ſhould 
be invited to their duty, and return their Allegiance to 
their Sovereign. This Hierarchy, that now attends the- 
Ark and worſhipof God, did not ariſe up of 7: ſelf, as 
the heads of Fattions many times do, or out of the bos- 
toleſſe pit (which is no better a Pedigrees ) but it derives 
its Miſ7on and Azthority (as it ſhould do) in a w4þble line 
of ſucceſſion from Chriſt and his Apoſiles 5 and is moſt 
Conſonint to the pattern in the Old Teſtament z where. 
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25 weare told by the Apoſtle, the Synagogue was 2 Type 

or Shadow of the Chriſtian Church, Heb. 10, 1, where 

likewiſe God did promiſe, that, for the ſervice of thi 

Church, (being made up forthe moſt part of Gentzles ) 

He would take of the Gentiles, and make them Priefbs and 

Levites 86 himſelf, 1a. 66, 22. by which lea! names (of 

Prieſts and Levites) what doth he underſtand, but ſuch 

as wecall Presbyters and Deacons ? upon which grounds 

the Antitent Fathers preſum'd a correſpondence be:ween 

that Hierarchy of the old, and ths of the New Teſta:neart. 

And if welook into the Degrees of this Hierarchy, we 

ſhall find hey run paralel, in their agreement, wi h See Clavi Tra 

thoſe deſigned , of od, to Miniſter unt» the Ark of 9117 . 

God. There was Aaron anſwerable to Chriſt, Elea\ ar _ 

to Archbifhops z Princes ® of. Prieſts® to Biſhops 3 Pricſts e— 

to Presbyters 5 Princes ©of Levites© co Archdeacons s Le- = m_ 

vites to Deacons 3 Neihinims tO Clerks and Sextons. bExr, 8.24329, 

Is it not probablechenthat God will bleſs and accept ©N*-1%+ 16, 

of a Miniſtery of his own inſtitution and allowance, ra- Chron. 15.x2 

therthen one.of o#r fond contrivance ? and :ecing the 

ſaving efficacy of the Miaiſtery depends wholly upon 

Gods bleſfing and graczows accepration ; are we aot high- 

ly concera'd to fubmit ro that Miniſtry which derives 

its Original regularly from God, and upon that account 

bath the faireſt title to his bleſing and acceptation ? if this 

be not inducement enough, we have an obligation 1:id 

upon us from his command, Heb. 13. 7. Remember your - 

Prelates, your gnides, which have the rale over you, who 

have ſpoken unto you the word of God, whoſe faith follow, 

conſidering the end of their converſation: and Vet, 17. 

Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your 

ſelves; for they watcy for your ſouls, as they that muſt give 

an account ;, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, 

for that is unprofitable for you. 
2 4. There 
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71 i Fe 4. There is one Conſideration more that ſhould ins 


duce you to ſubmit to this Serrlement of the Ark, and 
teat is the ſolemnity with which it « fetled, Beſides the 
Type and Pattern for it, in the Old Teſtament, there ae 
four genzral Rules left upon Record by the Apoſtle, tor 
the direRion of Prelates and other Superiours, in ſetling 
the Ari of Gods ſolemn worſhip. 
a1 Cor.to.zr, I. That all be doneto theglory of God®, 
b 1 Cor. 14.26. | 2, Thas all be done t6 the earfication of the Church of Goa, 
£1Cor.11.27, 3+ That all be done atcently and worthily© 3 as b-comes 
29. the ſervice we perform, and the Majeſty we adored. 
91 Cor. 14.40, 4. That all things be done, x7 ratiy, according to order, 
ex Cor.14.40. © Theſe Rules are obſerv'd in our Settlement, 1, And 
ficſt of the'aſt of theſe, Ir belongs unqueſtionably to 
the Office of Eccleſiaſtical Governours to ſet things 
in Order, {o S* Paul inthe Church of Corinth, 1 Cor, 
11. ult, The reſt will I ſet tn order * when I come 5 (o Ti- 
* Hienato- 145 in Crete (an Ifland that had 100 Cirties in it) for the 
PETR caniſe 1 left thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order T the 
, things that are wanting, or left undone, Tit. 1.5. and it 
Trdvoghocn. no: leftto every mans choice, whecher he wou!d 
ſubmit z ſuch as did not obſerve theſe Orders were pu- 
niſhed by the cexſures of the Church, 2 Thel. 3. 6, 14, 
15. Now we command you brethrenin the name of the Lord 
Feſrs Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from every broe 
ther that walketh diſorderly, * and not after the tradition 
* 27.vruc, Which hereceived of ws, But when Order is kept, it is 
| matter of ſatisfaction to the Apoſtle, ſo hetells the Co- 
loſlians 3 for though I be abſent inthe fleſh, yet am 1 with 
you inthe Spirit, jojing and _— your order, Ic can- 
Col.2. 5. not be denied, but 57s Rule is obſerved amongſt us, in 
Exn9! VV the Settlement of the Ark 3 the ſolemn worſhip and ſer- 
Tir 765% vice of God is ſetled by Orders And, 
2, It is ſetled decently -. is it decent to be wncovered 
iQ: 
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in the preſence of a Ag_ and isit not decent tobe 2+ << nc 


{ inthe preſence of the eternal God ? isit decens to 
kneel when you tender a Petition to your Prince, and is 
it not decens todo ſo when you Petition the King of 
Kings ? is it decent to riſe up andbow the head, when 
you make an acknowledgment to your Swperioursz and 
is it not decent to uſe the like reverence , when you 
aidie's your recognitions and homage to him who is 
Lord over all, bleſſed for ever ? is not external boaily wor - 
ſhip required in the ſecond Commandment ? Is it not 
your duty, are you not called upon in holy Scripture, #0 
wor ſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſſe ? And what doth 
the Church of Exgland requite of you but 1475, in her 
ſo:;emn ſervice? And, 

3. Isnot the Settlemeat of the Ark, according to the 
third Rule, for eaification ? I hope thereare none ſo im- 
pudent as to deny it of the Prayers themſelves, and thoſe 
Portions of Scripturz, 8& Hymns appointed in this Service: 
theſe are not non-ſenſe, they are intelligible and for edi- 
fication; and for the reſt, the Geſtures and;,Ceremonies, 
I ſhall makeirt clear to you. We knee/at our prayers, 
to ſignifie, that wearein wants and chat weare humble 
Petitioners to a Divince Majeſty. We ſtand wp atthe 
i and the Cre:d out of Reverenee 3 not only to fig- 
nifie, that we will tand faſt in the profeſſion of our Fatth-: 
but ro intimate alſo, that we eſteem that profeſhon we- 


nerable*, Webowatthe Name of Feſws, to aſſert his * jam.2.7, how 


Deity, and that he is to be adored, £5 Mediator, in his 
Humane Nature, whereia he doth iccomplith the work 
of our Redemption, and ſo effetFually becomes a Saviour. 
We kneel at the Sacrament, that the Ceremony: may be a 
memento tousof Chriſts real preſence inthole dreadful 
Myſteriesz and put us in mind to invoke his bleffing 
and affiſtance in the ation, Wherein the Croſſe in = 

tiſm. 
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tiſm doth edifice, I need nortell you 3 you are told, as of- 
ten aSit isSuſed, what it fignifies3 it is « roken that we 
ſhoxld n0t be afſhams' d to confeſs thefaith of Chriſt crucified *. 
How the Surplice, the fine linen, ſerves unto edification, 
you may learn of the Pſalmiſt3 whoſe Prayer as well as 
inſinuation it is, that the Prieſts be clothed with righteou[- 
weſſe and ſalvation , that the Saints may ſhout tor joy. 
And does not the Ring in Marriage edifice? doth k not 
give alcflon tothe married Couple e Itdothteachthem, 
that the love and fidelity plighted to one another ſhould 
be inviolable and endleſſe, That very order of reading 
the ſecond Service in the Chancel, at the Altar or Lords 
Table (where it is uſed) does fignifie ſomething to our 
ed:fication; tor you mult know, that part of the Solemn 
Service does belong to the Communion; which the piery 
of anttent times frequented, atleaſt, every Lords day 3 
now th# pratice, it it cannot ſh.me us out of our neg- 
let and careleſsneſs, yet it will pur us in mind, thart it is 
our 4#ty to draw nigh unto God in that ſacred Ordinance 
and it may heat us into ſome holy and paſsionate breath- 
ings after it: which is a ſpiritual kind of communion. In 
ſhort, let the Solemnity,. wherein the 47k is ſetled a- 
-mongſt us, be well and duly conſidered, and there is 
Not a circumſtance, but h:th ſomething of decency in it, 
and a tendency to the uſe of edifying, according to the 
Rule of the Apoſtle. 

4. And for the glory of God, which is the prime and 
fundamental Rule of all every thing hath a tendency to 
ehit: and if [ could conceive how any one Ceremony in 
uſe amongſt us does tend-to Gods diſhonour, with the 
leave of Authority, my own hand ſhould be the firſt up- 
on ir, topluck it offthe Ark. 

But indeed there is not a Church in all the-world tar 
hath thoſe glorious advantages that chis Church of Enz- 
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land hath z where there is ſuch a beauty of holineſſes where 
there are ſuch decencies of external ſplendor to (et off the 
efficacy of het eſſential purity. And when I ſpeak of exter- 
nal ſplendor in the ſervice of God,do not take offence at its 
for the Ark under the Old Teſtament did put off her 
Wilderntſ-habit, her old Tabernacle, with the Curtains of 
Goats-5kins, when it came to be (etled, in a ſtate of peace 
and proſperity, in Feruſalem + and (o ſhould the Church 


of God do under the Goſpel. Sheis indeed reſembled Rey.14.6, 


to 4 woman fled into the Wilderneſs, inthe times of perſe- 
cution + but afterwards, when Conſtantine the Emperour 
becamea Chriſt'an, and a nurſing Father to the Church, 
then we find her decked and irimd up asa Bride adorned 
for her husband, Revel. 21,2. The Kings daughter « all 


glorious within, and her clothing is of wrought golds this 


iS a Propheſie of Chriſts Spouſe, his Church, under the 
New Teſtament Plal. 45. 13. 8c. She ſhall be brought un- 
10 the King in rayment of needle-work 3 and the Virgins that 
be her companions ſhall bear her company with joy and glad- 
neſs ſhall they be brought, and ſhall enter into the Kings pa- 
lace; and this leads me from the firſt pars, or ingredient, 
of our Peace offering for the Arks happy ſettlement [oor 
Antiful ſubmiſſion to it 3 ] to the Second. 

2. Our joyful gratulation for it : And now I muſt call 
upon you, as the PlaImiſt doth, © go your way into his gates 
with thankſeiving, and into his conrts with praiſe : Take the 
Pſalm, bring hither the Tabret, the merry Harp, with tHe 
Lutes blow up the Trumpet, as inthe new moon, When 
the Ark of God was ſolemnly ſetled, the people of God 


had their joyful gratulations 3 for they cried out, Ariſe, Plal.r3 2.839; 


In their 


O Lord, into thy reft, thou and the Ark of thy ſtrength : Les Prieftly habits; 


* 


thy Prieſts be * clothed with righteonſneſſe : and les thy 
Saints ſhout for joy; and ſhall not the Saints under tte 
Goſpel rejoyce as much at the ſetling of the Chriſtian 
- : Ark? 
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Ark? S*Fohn informs us of a Revelation he had to this 
purpoſe; 1heard as it were the woice of 4 great multitude, 
and 45 the woice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thundrings, ſaying, Allelujahs for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth : Let us be glad and rejegce, and give honour 
tohim, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and hu wife 
hath maze her ſ-If ready, Ando ber was granted that ſhe 
ſhould be arrayed in fine linen clean and white; for the fine 
linen is the righteouſneſſe of the Saints : ſo we render it, 
bur very improperly (as the learned have obſerved) ic 
ſignifies racher the Ordinances of the Santtuary, the has 
bits of the Piieſts underthe Law, and by way of allu- 
ſion, it is an intimation of the priviledges of the Church, 
aud the decent ſelemnities of Gods publick worſhip and 
ſervice under the Reign of Conſtantine. And it they 
did ſo thunder out their gratulations rhen for ſuch « happy 
ſettlement, why (ſhould not all good Chriſtians dothtelike 
mow ? It you have not motives enough without you, have 
you'not enough within you ? 

1. \\ here is your /ove to the Ark of God £ donot 
all the friends of the Bridegroom and Bride pur on their 
wedding garments, and rejoyce to attend the ſolemnity of 
their eſpouſals ! the Spouſe of Chriſt is now pur into her 
welding dreſs amongſt us; if we have any /oveto Bride 
or Bridezreom, we cannot chuſe but rejoyce, and put on 
our feſtival robes, the garments of praiſe; atleglt feſtival 
aff: Rions3 1 will lift up my hands to thy teſtimonies (kept 
inthe holy Ark) which I bave lowed: leve will make a 
man lift up his t ands, to bleſſe God and himſelf roo; God 
for the ſettlement ; and himſelf for the exjoyment : Bur, 

2, Itthou haſt no /ovetothe Ark, haſt thou no znze> 
reſt in it © intereſt will beter love, and kindle joy5 we 
ſcethisin all relations; inthe parrs of trÞe body, in re- 
ference to their fellow membe:s; if one member be ho- 
noured 
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noured, all the members rejoyce with it; wele: it in the 
womnan, in reference to her money; rejoyce with me, for I 
have found my groat, which was loſt; inthe Father. in re- 
ferenceto his Song 7s was meet we ſhould make merry and 
be glad for this my ſon was dead, and he tis alive again; he 
was loſt, but s found: Haſt thou any iztereft in the Ark 2 
that intereſt will kindle joy at the proſperity of it, The 
children of Zion will be joyful in their King, it he be 
their King, and in the decent ſetttlement ot his ſolemn 
worſhip: Bur, : 

3. If thou haſt no z7ztereſt in the Ark, haſt thou no 
need of it? they that go down 70 the ſeain ſhips, and are 
toſſed which ſtorms and tempeſts, and are in jeopardy, 
and within an inch of death every moment g their needs 
teach them to yalue the ſecurities of the haves, and to 
bleſs God for their arrival atic, Haſt thou no zeed of 
the 0racle(uponthis Ark)? haſt thou no dovbrs to be re» 
ſolved, no fears to be removed, nojealouſies tobe cal- 
med 2 haſt thou no darkneſſe, neithe: upon thy minde, 
nor upon thy heart ? haſt thou no xeed of light toclear 
up thy knowledgeor thy comfort ? that light muſt ſhine 
forth for thy ſatisfaRion our of the Oracle: haſt thou no 
ſon, nogui/tineſs about thee? doſt thou not want expia* 
r10n and parden ? that muſt come, if it comes regularly, 
if it comes atal, ic muſt come trom the Mercy. ſeat of 
the Ark : art thou not weak and feeble 2 haſt thou no ſenſe 
of thy infirmities ? doſt thou not want ſtrength; ſtrength 
for protecF/on and aſ1Fance 2 this muſt be brought to 
thee upon the wings of the Chernbims, that attend the 
Ark3 God muſt ſend thee help from his holy place, aud 
ſtrengthen thee out of Zion: And then, 

4. The advantage thou receiveſt from the Ark will 
engage thee to congratulate its ſolemn ſettlement, Iris 
the: Miniſtry of the Ark that _ aboliſh fin, .aud tread 
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Satan under thy feet, and make thee wiſe wnto ſalvation 3 


Ple.108.21,2:. 0h that mens would therefore praiſe the Lord for his good- 


I SAM.1F. 14. 


hy 


Mat. 2.18. 


neſs, and declare the wonders that he doth for the children of 
men: let us not be like the beaſts in Noa#'s Ark, unfen- 
fible of the Sanctuary that did preſervethem : ler ſuch #5 
love the Lords ſalvation, and the ſe.tlement ot the Ark, 
that brings it, ſay always, The Lord be praiſed, 

Theſe are the oblardons that we ſhould make; the 
burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings, which we ſhould offer 
before the Lord. 

But if this be our duty, what meaneth then thu bleating 
of the Sheep in mine ears, andihe lowing of the Oxen which 
Ihear ? In Rama theress 4 voice heard, Ilamentation and 
weeping, and great mourning, Some paſſionate people 
there are, whoſe zeal is too hor for their knowledge, that 
weep for the Ark, and will not be comforted g as if it were 
not well ſetled, and inſtead of joyning with us in our 
gratulations #n owr peace- offering, they are ready to put 
the whole Kingdom intoa new flames and, if they had 
opportunity, would make all the dntiful Sons of the 
Church a burnt ſacrifice to their Fury, 

Why what is the matter? they love the #r4/z and 
throng well enough, but not the dance; they would 
bave the Ark, but not the Hierarchy; the Mercy: ſear, but 
not the Rod, unleſs it be in their own hands; they would 
have the oracle, but not the Muſick and the Ephod; the 
Covenant they would haye too, but with ſuch yew Ar- 
zicles of their own addition, as would deſtroy that whole 
ſolemnity and glory of Divine Service, If the Ark may 
not be allowed to be harried along in their »ew Cart, and 
ſetup in their Conſſtory, they had as liff it were till in 
the Camp of the PhiliFims. Theglory is departed (they 
will cry out) if it ſhines not to give countenance to their 
deſigns, and luſtre to their reparations : They had - : 
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ther it ſhould wear the rough badgers skins, the courſe has 
bit of the wilderneſs, than be inthron'd in a Tabernacle of 
Davias ſetting up, though he hath the aZowance and ap- 
probation of Almighty God forit: but willthat Hieray- 
chy overthrow the Ark wow, that did zhen attend it by 
divine appointment ? will zhoſe decent Ceremonies and 
Solemnities diſgrace it »ow, that were thought then to 
adern it ? Or did the Ark do better ſerviceto mens ſouls, 
or to this Kingdom,. when it was Jately hurried upon 
their new Cart,than tormerly it had done,when it moved 
regularly upon the 0/4 Prieſts ſhoulders? if you will 
bur, with an imperiial eye, refle:t upon the horrour of 
fre and ſword, the deſoljations of ſpoil and rapine, the 
expence of blood and treaſure, that bath been of late 
amongſt us3 and weigh well upon what account theſe 
confuſions r:ged, for ſo many years together ; I (hall 
_ the determination of this Queſtion wholly to your 
elves, 

Bur it will be objeRed to me: You tell us of pomp and obje&ion; 
ceremony, of ſplendour and ſolemnity in Gods Service 5 psmif+ 4544 
and we look upon all /ach things as legal types and ſhe- 
dews that are vaniſhed at the riſing of the S#» of Righte- 
ouſneſs;z and we conceive our felves to be freed from 
them by the Charter of our Chriſtian Liberty5 for weare 
not under the Law, but under Grace: Nay, for us to ob- 
ſerve ſuch things were to perform what we ſuppoſe to be 
Will-worſhip and #nwarrantablez and therefore our Con- 
ſciences do take check at it , being afraid the Lord ſhould 
upbraid us, as hedid the Iſraelites, 1fa.1, 12. Who hath 
required theſe things at your hands ? | 

Bur ſtay, do theſe men underſtand their own objeRi- Sqlutic; - 
on ? Of what things ſpeaks the Prophet tha: > Doth he 7*'"7# 757 
not ſpeak of their Sacrifices and burnt offerings, of their carr 
New Moons and Solemn Feaſts; yea of their very = 
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baths and many Prayers? And did not God require the 
obſervation of theſe things at their hands ? Moſt certain- 
ly hedid, Theexceprion therefore that God takes there 
is not madeto the things themſelves, no, nor yer to the 
requiry of them: To what then * Why, to the groſs 
Hypocrifie and the foul #ndignity of the perſons that did 
perform them, Requirebat Sacrificia, & alias Ceremo- 
nid, & approbabat tanquam Cultum ſibi placentem, quate- 
21s fichant eo modo &f fine in quoipſe preceperat; nempe in 
vera fide & penitentia, & tanquam horum aaminicula & 
exercitia: Ut per Ceremonias adduceretur ad Chriftum & 
ipſuus beneficiaque per illas ſignificabamtur, God did re- 
quire Sacrifices and other Ceremonies, and approved them 
as a Service acceptable to himlelf, as they were performed 
after that wanner and to that exd that he preſcrib'd them: 
When they were the :f-/þring and the exerciſes of a true 
faith, and led the devotions of rhe people unto Chriſt 
and his benefits: Butit you take the exrernal rite without 
the intcynal piety, the ceremony (tiipt of all faith and fear, 
repentance and humility, obedience and thankfulneſs 5 ſo it 
was bur as a perambsulation in the Sanuary; it gave God 
no ſatista@ion 3 in that ſexſe, it was not of his 7» #itutton, 
it was but a profane wearing out of the Pavement; and 
who hath required #455, that you ſhould thus tread my 


Courts, v.12, And, it this be required, yer, who hath 


required it at your hands, whoſe hearts are ſo full of by- 
pocriſie, whole hands are lo full of bloud ? But waſh you, 
mak2 you clean, pmt away the evil of your doing from before 
mine ejes, &c, Then come and welcome; through faith 
and repentance your Sacrifices ſhall procure you atonement 
and acceptation; for theugh your ſins be as ſcarlet, they 
ſhall be as white as ſnow, though they be red like crimſon, thty 
ſhall be as wooll, Iſa'\,1. 18, But, 

2, In matters of Relzz/0p, in matters that do re'ate to 
divine 
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divine Worſhip, ſome things are «owed and approved, 

and rewarded by Almighty God, for which he hath given 

no particular Commandmeat: 1, There were voluntary 

oblations, and free-wil offerings allowed of in the Law *. * Levic.z.16. 
And 2, D«vid, in this his attendance upon the Ark, wore 

a linen Ephod to ſhew his devotion in this Religious Service, 

as the Engliſh Annotations T (recommended by the Af- þ on z Sam. 6, 
ſembly of Divines) do acknowledge; and yet that gar- 1%, 
ment was preſcribed for none but the Tribe of Levi. gm.s, 18. & 
2. It wasalſo a piece of voluntary devotion that David on Judg. 8.27. 
builr this Tabernacle, and that he defigned to build ſuch 

a magnificent Temple for Gods publick and ſolemn Wor- 

ſhip; and yet, though He had givenno 97dey for it, God 

was pleaſed with the deſign , and approved of his piows re- 

ſolutions For Solomon tells us * , The Lord ſaid unto Da- * 1 King 8.18, 
vid my Father, Whereas it was in thine heart to build ap 

Houſe unto my Name, thou didſt well in that it was in thine 

heart, Here was no Commend* for thi, yet it was fo 875477: 7: 
acceptable, that God rewarded him in his poſterity *: The z ,$am.7.. 1, 
Lord telleth thee, that he will make thee an Houſe, By S:c1 Ction, 
which promiſeit is evident (as the Engliſh Annotators ''* 

<do confeſs) that God approved this purpoſe of David; c on King, 8. 
and they adde, That ths inftance ſheweth that a man may **: 

without ſinintend to do that (tor the greater ſo!emnity of 

God's Worſhip and Services for th:t was the defign) 

which God hath not parpoſed and determined tobe done. And 

as afarther Teſtimony of Gods acceptarion of his p:ozs, 

though voluntary intendment, God vouckſated him an 
extraordinary aſſiſtance for the delineation of the model of 

#5 Houſe, and the regulation of all 1hings and perſons, 

Veſſels and Inftruments, Offices and Officers imployed a- 

bout Gods Servicethercing the Pattern of them was ſug- 

geſted to him by the Spirit, 1 Chron.28 12,13,19, 


2 Chron,29.25, 4 Inthe New Teſtameat Sr. Paul's 
advice 
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1Cor.7. advicefor calebacy, or fingle life, had reference to Reji- 
gioz and the ſervice of God for he recommends it, not 
out of a caryal reſpe, or for a temporal advantage only, 
Verf. 18. to avoid trouble in the fleſh, but for a Religions, a Spiritugl 
emolument, that they might attend the ſervice of God 
without diſtraftionz but forthis, he tells the Corinthians, 
Verl. 25, he Fad no command of the Lord to warrant him 5 Tex, 
faith he, 1 give my judgement as one that hath obtalned 
mercy of the Lord, to be faithful: he doubts not buc God 
allows of his judgement, and approves of his direction, 
for the advancement of devotion, in that particular, 
Nay, 3. God doth not only «l/ow and approve, but 
alſo reward (uch a voluntary piety 3 works undertaken to 
promote his ſervice, whenttete is not the engazement of 
any Precepr, nor ſo much as the recommendation of any 
Councel to perform them. Davidis an inſtance for the, 
as hath been acknowledged by the Ezgliſh Annotatorse 
To which I may add S* Paul; he might have challenged 
ſom? Ai/k, and ſome Fleece from the Flock he fed, to 
clothe, refreſh and ſupport himſelf s that he waved ohis li- 
berty, and was not chargeable to the Corinthians, but 
* $ce Dr. Haro. nreach<d the Goſpel freely 3 he modeſtly gloried init, 


_— as a matter highty rewardable, 1 Cor, 9, 15, 18, * 


Gloriationem | 

' autem appelat, gratis pralicare, & poſitos terminos tranfilire. Theodorer, Gloriationem di- 
cit, ut zpſe ex propria liberalitate id prafter : nam quad Domini, praceptum tanquam fidelis ſey- 
Vis exXequarur, non exiſſim.'t a1 ſuumpraclarum facinus pertinere. Occumen. Er Paulo poſt ; 
in quo ct praclara merces & gleoriatio ? in eo quod quum Evangelium ut Juſſme ſum predicave= 
rim, nibil tamen cx pradicatione acceperim, ne tautum quidem ut inde vivere poſſum : ſed fne 
ſumptu & zrath meum exhibucrim minifterium. bid. vide plurs. 


Veil. 35. 


4 Luk.7.38. What command had Mary Magdalen® to waſh Chrifts 
feet with her tears, and wipe them with the hairs of her head 2 

Matk 14.3. wha: command had ſhe to pour that precious ointment upon 
Chriſts head, which the Law did allow herto imploy to 

other uſes 2 and yet becauſe theſe were real A 

OFT. 
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of her great ® /ave and proceeded from: a true deworlon, b Luk 7.47, 
Chriſt became her Advocate for this will-worſbip © z, and cmurk 14. 5,6, 
did not only comfort her with a perſona! Ablolution, 
[1hy fons art forgiven *, but diſmils'd her with a bleſ- 4Luk.7.48. 
ſing, [thy faith hath ſavedihee, go in peace*s Jand re- & Luk7.55, 
warded hertoo, with a Name no leſs precio than her ves 
ry 61ntment*; for the ſweet Sawvour thereof he hath cau- fecceſ.o.r, * 
ſed ſo tobe diffuſed by a ſolemn Miniſtry, that it might Job.12-3: 
perfume the whole Church, What her piety had wolun- 
tarily devoted to his burial, ſuch was his graci -us accep- 
tation, he turn'd it into an everlaſting Moznment of her 
honour; for, werily 1 ſay unto yew, where/oever this Go- 
ſpel ſhall be preached throughout the whole world, this alſo 
that ſhe hath done ſhall be ſpoken of for 4 memorial of her, 
Matk 14 9. 
But1l muſt tell you, chat ſuch vol#ntary deyaotions 
muſt be guarded with a double cautov, I, They muſt | ,, ,,, ſol 
not conſiſt of a thing «alawful, nor have any ingredient | 
of forbiddem fruit in them ; for that were as greacan abo: 19,66.;. 
mination under the Goſpel, as the cutting off a dogs neck, 
or the offering of ſwines blood, under Moſes Law, inſtead of 
ſacrifice, 
2. They muſt not be impoſed (however they be re- 
commended, I ſay)they muſt not be impoſed as Gods 4 as 64% ; 
commanas, nor perform'd out of an opinion of their ne» 
ceſſity, upon that account z for that is perfe& Dogme- 
#izing, a Teaching for [neceſary?] DeFrines, [or Ordi- 
nances of Chriſts inſtitutions J tbe Traditions of m2; I BN 
whichis abſolutely unlawful f. Such a conceit as this Col. z. zo. 
would have marr'd Mary Magdalens box of onitment, > D+ Hem. 
and have cauſed it to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour * : but gfe, with 
offering it out of a pure and free deyotion, without any the Defence of 
ſuch opinion, Chriſt did both valuz aad reward it. ma _ 


Suppoſe we then, that there be ſome things in the * Eccle(,10.3. 
Solemnity 


Ee emo ceremonti 
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Solemnity of Gods Pablick worſhip, that he hath nor 
required; is it not enough (as long as he hath no where 
forbidden them, nor entred any caution to their preju- 
dice) is it not enough, I ſay, thatTI haye thÞ sapprobatiey 
of my own Conſciencetis it not enough,that Iam able to 
ſay,1 have uſed my beſt judgement, and herein 1 have found 
mercy of the Loyd to be faithful ? ifthis be not enough, is it 
not enough that I have Gods acceptation? is it not enough 
that I can hear God ſaying to me ſecretiy, as he (aid 
ſometimes to David upon a like occaſion, by his Pro- 
pt er, it was well that it was Inthy heart © is it not enough 
that God is ready to reward this my freewill- offering, my 
voluntary devotion ? Bur, 

3. Beſides, we have the equity of a Divine Law, upon 
a parity of Reaſon, for our warranty, in this our praRice x 
and this ought to be of great force withus,, For, 1, as 
far as Ic:n perceive, this is the firmeſt ground that the 
obſcrvation of the Lords day relies upon, There are 
ſome {nf;nnaiions for it indeed, inthe pratice of the A- 
poſtles, as their meeting together on that day, to make 
Colleions, and the likes but theſe will not amount to 
the authority of a Precept, The Sabbath of the Fems 
without all pe:alventure, was Typical, Heb. 4. 4.&c. 
therefore aboliſhed; hereupon the Apoſtle exhorterh the 
Coloſſians, Ltt no manjudge you in meat or indrink, or in 
reſpect of an Holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the Sab- 
bath-days, which are a ſhadow of things to come : Eol.2. 
16,17. Butthat God ſhould be ſolemnly worſhipped, 
ftill, upon ſeveralaccounts and that ſome time ſhould 
be ſet apart for that worſhip to be performed in, there 


is a parity of Reaſon for it 5 and ſo, upon that ac- 


_ the equity of the foxrth Commandment doth fi/2 
ind us. 


And, 2. The ftrengthof the Apoſiles Argument for 


the 
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the maintenance of the Goſpel-Miniſtry (as far as I can goypell mo/ 4 
diſcern) relies chiefly upon this bottom, Do ye not know 
that they which miniſter about holy things, live of the things . 
of the Temple © and they that wait at the Altar,are partakers * &*9 33oth 
with the Altar : even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that thy 
which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel: Wecan 
find/no ſuch 0rdinence, as this is, of Chriſts poſe:ve in- 
Kicution, under the Goſpe] ; that which the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, therefore, muſt be an Ordinance emergent 
out of the equity of the former Law of God, upon a pa- 
71ty of Realon, Under the Law God thuught it equita* 
ble, thatſuch as waiced at his Altar, and devoted their 
time as well is their ſoul and ſtrength to his ſervice, 
ſhould have ſome ſer/ed maintenance allott. d them, and 
their attendance upon the ſeveral parts ot their hely 0f- 
fce requiring nothing lels, but rather much more dili- 
gence and attention, under the New, than under the 0/4 
Teſtament, the equity of that Divine Right ſtands in full 
force, and ſhould prevail for an honourable ſupport of the 
Miniſtry, at leyſt, as much xow as it did they. 
And, 3. Whether the Right and Title that the In- 
fants of Believers have unto Baptiſm: doth not ultimate- L ap 
ly relie upon this foundation, let the learned judge. Gols pf ; 
Law inticled them to the Sacrament of Ciroumeifgon, up- 
on the account of that faith which had engaged their 
Parents unto God, inthe holy Covenaat z the equity of 
that 1»ſtitntion, upon a parity of Reaſon, extends to the 
benefit of ſuch Tnjaats asare now born of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents 5and that ſpecch of S* Peter, Ads 2.imports nolels, yer.zs 39. 
Repemt, and be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, and je ſhall receive 
the gift ef the haly Ghoſt - for the promiſe i unto you and 10 
gour children, 
Now to apply zheſe inſtances to our purpoſe; I de- 
I mand, 


Pſal.95.6. 
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mand, 1. Wa therea ſolemn external worſhip of God re: 

wired under the Law, or n0 ? 2. Was it acceptable and 
pleaſing to Almighty God, yea or no? if it were(which 
cannot be denied; ) then I demind, Further, 3. upon 
what account was that ſervice required'? wasitupon the 
account of Gods Supream Dominion and Sovereignty On= 
ly ? or upon the account alſo of his Benefits, his works 
of Creation, Preſervation and Redemption? that it was 
upon this double account isevident, Pfal, 29.1, 2. Give 
wnto the Lord, Oye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and 
ftrength : giveumio Lordthe GLORY DUE UNTO 
HIS NAME : worſhip the Lord in the BEAUTY 
OF HOLINESS E: andPla.150. Praiſe ye the Lord, 
praiſe God in his Sani#uary : praiſe him in the firmament 
of bis POW E R,praiſe him forbis MIGHTY ACTS: 


praiſe him according to bis EXCELLENT GREAT=- 


NESSE : praiſchim-with the ſound of the Trumpet, praiſe 
him with the Pſaltery and Harp: praiſe him with the Tins 
brel and Dance: praiſe him with ſtringed Inſlruments and 
Organs, 


Well, did God require to be woſhipped ſo reverently 


and ſo ſolemnly, then, upon #h# account 2 why, how 
comes God to loſe his. Title? how come theſe accounts 
to be altered 2 bathGod, underthe New Teſtament, gi- 
ven out a «ſþenſation unto duſt and aſhes to be infolent and 
fancy with him 2 and in his ewz houſe, and in his ſolenm aud 
publick worſhip toofor is Gods Dominion leſs Sovereign 2 
1s his Majeſty leſs Glorious than it was? or did not he make 
#s, but we madeour ſelves 2 if we be hs creatures, if 
we be the ſheep of his paſture, then the invitation ef the 
Pſalmiſt lays hold upon us: 0 come, let ws worſhip and 
fall down, aud kneel before the Lord our Maker : if we do 
not, the Elders thit are before the Throne of God will 
ſhame us out of our irreverence 3 for they fall _—_— 

"wy 
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him that fitteth wpon the Throne, and warſhip him that lj« 
wveth for ever and ever, and caft their Crowns before the 
Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord; 30 recrivegle- 
ry and hoxour and power 3 for thou baſt Cteated «ll things, 
4nd for thy pleaſure they are , and were created , Reyel, 
, 20,85 
p And hath he not redeemed us too? and what is the 
ſ#m of our redemption 2 was it our bodies only, out of a 
temporal thraldom, to be put into the poſſeſſion of aland 
that lows with »//k and honey ? was this all ? bath he 
not redeemed our ſouls too, from the powers of darkneſſe, 
and the wrath to comes to inherit the bleſſings of eternal 
Joy and glory ? hath he not th#s redeemed us ? and bow 
was #h1s redemption wrought? by a force of Arms, or of 
Love ? by exchange of money, or the price of his own 
blood? it itbeſo, andſo itis, then certainly, here is 
all the equity inthe world, thatwe ſhould pay him the 


homageot a moſt reverendand ſolemn worlhip 5 equity for 


it, upon aparity of reaſon, ſhall I ay; nay upon a Supe» 
7/ority , nay upon the higheſt S#premacy of Reaſon 
we know he hath done more for our, then he had zher 
done, for the redemption of 1ſrael; for ye are bought 
with a(better)pricez therefore glorific God in your boay, 
and in your ſpirit, which are Gods, 1 Cor. 6. ult, 

If this be not ſufficient it is further conſiderable, that 
Chriſt, who came, not only to be 4 {ght unto the Gentiles, 
but to be the glory of- his people Iſrael; as be was born of 
that Nation, and lived regularly under their Law, and 
obſerved their pious cuſtoms, (o his defiga being to Re- 
form what was amiſs, and heighten what was imperfec?, 
that he might not ſeem to ſet up an abſelare/y new 
Church, he had aneyeto the Rites.and Yſages of the 
Fews, in all his 1»ſtit#tJons z what he found had been 


taken up in common pradFice amongſt hem, he accom- 
| modated 
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modated to his. own purpoſes, making as little change 
or variation both in point of Government and Ceremony, 
as the nature of the Goſpe), with the State and eſtabliſh» 
ment of his Kingdom, would admit of, Thus, his 
Election of Diſciples, to wait conſtantly upon him, was 
anſwerable tothe Diſciples of the Prophets among(t the 
Zews,, who were to atrend and miniſter unto them. 
2, The Title of Fpoſtles, for Deputies and Proxies, ſent 
with Commiſſion, or Eetters of Credence, Mat. 10. 40. to 
ſupply Chriſts place, and aR, here on earth, in his ftead ; 
this he borrowed from them, 3. That of Biſhops, an- 
ſwerableto the Ruler of the Synagrgue, the Prince and 
Head of the Sanhedrim or Conſ;ſtory amongſt themy who 
was alſo called #7 0oxeros, a. Biſhop or Over. Seer. 4, That 
of Impoſetion of hands in Confirmation, and Abſolution, 
and Ordination, borrowed from thelike Ceremony uſed 
amorgſt them, not only” in conferring the Paternal bleſ- 
ſing, but a'ſo in admitting perſons (that were qualified 
tor that Office) to the Dignity of Elders intheir Sanhe- 
drim. 5. Both the Sacraments -of the New Teſtament 


- weretaken up in imitation of certain Rites that were ſo- 


lemrly uſed amongſt theſe Fews, 1. Ac the cloſe of a 
Feſtival (their poſt-canium) they took a cup of Wins, 
which tkey called the Cup of Salwvatios (as inthe Pſal- 
miſt) or the Cup of Bleſſing, (as the Apoſtle bath its) and 
at that very time, and when he was obſerving this c#ſto8 
with his Diſciples, in imitation thereof and anſwerable 
thereunto, did our Lord inſtitatethe Sacrament of his he= 
ly Supper. And the Rite of Baptiſm (deſigned to be the 
Sacrament, for the ſolemn admiſſion of perſons into the 
New- Covenant, and communion of- the Church of 
Chriſt ) was taken up 7n imitation of that ſame Rite of 
BaptiFing, ſolemnly uſed amongſt them, for the iiti- 
ating of Fews and Proſeiztes.into the Covenant _ _ 

ord 
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Lord; and ſointo their Congregariov, Wholiſt toſce 
more of theſe paralels between the Church of the Fews 
and that of Chrifts eſtabliſhing, may conſult that learned 
and pious Author, | 

But here it may be objeRed, thatthe Rites of the Ce- 
ermonial Law were all aboliſhed, upon the Preaching 
of the Geſpel, and did vaniſh as Badews before the Sur ; 
and although, as 54* A»2uſtine obſerved, thenſeof them 
was not Mortiferous, they were not deadly, till the utter 
ſubver fron of the Temple at Hiernſalem, and the Fewiſh 
Polity ; (as appeirs alſo by the DoGrineand PratFice of 
St Paul, who did for the time freely and indifferently 
#/c or omit then, :s he judged, in prudence, moſt condu- 
cibleto the advantaze of the Church ;) yet they were 
Mortua, they were bur a dead letter, and as a Carcaſs with- 
out a (foul, from after Chriſts death and reſurrection 
and being deſigned to have their ſole: burial in the 
ruines of the Temple, after that was demoliſhed, they 
became Mortifera, the uſe of them was deadly 5 and 
conſequently to dig them up again, 1s noiſome and #»xſa- 
wvoury, Butasa v:ry Learned, Grave and Piows Bilhop, 


Dr. $anderf. 
de obligat.Con- 


(now with God)hath well obſerved, there,is more of ſcicaie. pro-- 
wit, than ſolidity in that:fſertion, For all the Ceremo- *#-4-S.29.p. 
nals are not of alike nature, and importance. Thoſe '**#® 
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were of no more «ſe z and therefore they were not 
only to belaid afide as dead and #»ſavonry , but alſoto 
beavoided aspeftiferome and deftrutFive, And eſpecial- 
ly t isto be moſt ſtudiouſly avoided, that they be not 
obtruded or obſerved out of any spin!on of neceſiity : ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 2. Behold, I 
Paul ſay unto you, that if you be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall 
profic you nothing + for that did imply that Chriſt was 
-—M come 1a the fleſh 5 and fo overthrew the 
altn, 

But for thoſe other Ceremonies, which were not #yp7i- 
cal, but modes of decency, inſtituted to adorn the ſolemni- 
zy of Gods publick worſhip, being eſſential to the exter- 
nal beauty of its theſeare not to be condemned, as v- 
lawful, upon the meer account, that they were a paxt of 
Aoſes's Diſcipline, 

Nay, ſeeing God requires till to bz worſhipped 7» 
the beauty of holineſs 3 agd will bave all things, in bis 
Church, performed, decextly and in order 5 and yet 
hath not (in the New Teſtament) derermin'dthe particu- 
lars, wherein that Order, Decency and Beauty ſhall conſiſt 5 
but hath left it ro the Care 8 Prudence of the Governours, 
(to whom he hath committed the Keys of his Kingdom,) 
how can they diſcharge their duty better, 7n the particular 
determination hereof, then by a compliance with the wiſ- 
dom of God, and the pratFice of Chriſt in his 1»ſ{ituttons, 
in holding an Analegy with ſuch Laws, and DireRions, as 
were given (or at leaſt allowed) by God himſelf, to his 
Church of the 0/4 Teftament, ſo far forth as there is 
equity and a parity of Reaſon for it ? 

Upon theſe grounds we may ſafely conclude, thatthe 
Tabernacle of theChriſtien Church, wherein the Ordinan- 
ces of the holy Goſpel are to beprelerved, ought to have 


hec Solewniries & decent trimmings as well as that of Da- 
vid's 
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wid's pitching. And what ſortof theſe Solemnities are 
moſt ſuitable, we have very fair izſinaa79ns inthe Scti= 
pture of the New Teſtament; in thoſe frequent «/uſions 
co the ſolemn ſervice of the Tabernacte3 as Rem 21. 2, 2, 
wher*f9Sr. Fohn's viſion of #he new Hieruſalem comi 
down fr om God out of heaven, prepared 454 Bride adorned 
for her hushand, is expounded, in the next Verſe, by 
this retnarkable acclawation, Behoid, the Tabernacle of 
God « with men, and be will dwell with them, and they ſhall 
behis people, and God himſelf ſhall be with them, andbe their 
God. 

Uponthe whole matterthercfore it is evident, thatit is 
not an Hierarchy, that is, a ſacred Government conſiſting 
of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons,(etled in a ſtateot inequality 
and ſubordination ; nor an eſtabliſh'd Zi:urgy, conliſting 
of ſet Forms, forthe adminiſt:ation of the ſever«parts of 
the holy offices nor a new Ephod or Swrplice 5 nor a 
wire with a pair of Organs, nor reverend geſtures in our 
attendance upon it git 15 none of theſe that will overthrow 
our preſent Church, or drive away- the Ordinances of 
Gods worſhip from us, no more thn the like did drive 
that Ark and Tabernacle from the people 7ſrael, If theſe 
be the gray hairs, which ſome (that pretend to be more 

uick- ſighted) diſcern upon the Goſpel, (upon the-matter) 

hriſt himſelf hath fuck them therezand itthe Bridegroom 
himſelf be pleaſed to ſee his Spouſe wear theſe marks of 
Antiquity, itbecomes us, who are her Children, to reve- 
rence ſuch for her gray hairs, rather thn reproach her for 
them, Certainly ( whatever that means ) this is not 2 
ſetting #p of Gods Ark in the Houſe of Dagon:- but in 
that decent Tabernacle which David, out of atrue dewo- 
__ and by the dire1on of Gods Spiris, bath prepared 

or it. 

2. But haye we not other Prognoſi/cations of our ap- 

n=" _ 


i. 
-_ 
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proaching ruive, and the removal of Gods Ark, as a pro- 
Liſion or preface to it ? whatthink you of the diſconrent- 
ments and diviſions that areinthe Nation? is got that an 
Omen thit doesbead as much? for Chriſt himſelf hath 
ſaid, That 4 Nation divided againſt it ſelf cannot tam. 

But lt me awaken your attention, to confider huw 
£1juft, how unreaſonable ſome mea are, in their com- 
plaints and accuſations, Firſt, shey themſelves raiſe the 
diſcontentments, make and foment Diviſions in the King- 
dom; and then they make theſe Diviſions the Progno- 
ſtications of the ruine of ir. This is juſt like the pra- 
Rice of Barabbes 5 make the inſurrefion firſt, and then 
commit Murder in that inſurreRion * 3 Here lies all the 
difference, z#here the Felony was committed but upon a 
ſingle perſon; here tis upon Chriſts Church and three 
whole Kingdoms. 

But if men were wiſes it they would not cry outto 
have Barabi4s acquitted, and Feſws delivered up to be 
crucified; if they were conſiderative, and would obey the 
voice of God, and hearken to their lawtul Guides and Go- 
vernours, they might eaſily, with Gods blefling, pre- 
vent this miſchief. Take away the tale-bearer, (aith So- 


| lomon, «xd ſtrife will ceaſe; you bave heard of Sanitaa- 


79-ſins, of Church and Sermon-ſins, and ſuch there are 
indeed 3 there are Pulpit-rale-bearers too, that make it 
their deſign and prattice to raiſe and foment jealoulies, to 
ſow the ſeeds of diſcontent and ſedition; and it they may 
not be allowed to Act the pars upon the publick Stage, 
then they creep #nto houſes; and find ita matter of much 
advantage , though of no great aifficulty , to triumph 
over ſuch ſly ſouls asare willing tobe led captive. But 
God hath provided for his Church a ſufficient remedy 
againſt this miſchicf, aa Antidote againſt ſuch infuſions 5 
Now 1 beſeech you, brethren, mark them which cauſe oy 
7005 
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ſions and offences, contrary t0 the doftrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them : for they that are ſuch ſerve not the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and by geo words 
and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple, Rom. 16. 
17,18, itis your part and duty, as far as in youlies, to 
apply this remedy, and make uſe of the Caution. 

3» But is not the-Ark in great danger of being loft 
amongſt: us upon another . accounts is not that an #z- 
churching of a people, when they want the power of the 
Miniſtry, 4 ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry 3 when we want « faith - 
jul Miniſter to go before us ? 

I muſt confeſs, we bave extream need of ſ#cb a Mini- 
ſtry z ſuch as will not drawa fair 5&:z over our old ſores, 
but will take p4735 and be faithful to launce our impe- 
ſtum'd Ulcers, and Probe them to the very bottom; tor 
there lies very much Prideand Hypocriſie, Schiſm and Se- 
dition, Maliceand Treaſon, in our hearts 5 it lies ſo zeer un- 
to Our eges, We Cannot ſee ity it is ſo natural, ſo cuſtoma- 
- bletous, we hayeno ſenſe or feeling of it, Away thea 
wich thoſe falſe Prophets that have dawbed ſo long with un- 
tempered morter, that have ſtrain'd at a Gnat and ſwal- 
lowed Camels 3 th.t have preach'd Placentia, and ſew'd 
Pillows under mens Elbows, and cry'd peace, orgo up and 
preſper, when the deſign was flat Rebellion 3 and yet 
they bamour'd the inclinations -of the people, calling 


them bleſſed T and 4 godly people, that by ſuch f.utertes t16.9.16, 
they might ſeduce them to run onin errovr with them, | 


wo wntothem, for they have gone in the way of Ciin, and 
ran greedily after the errour of Balaam for reward, and pe- 
riſhed in the gainſaying of Cotah, Fud, ep,v. 11, it they 
repent not, away with them, An1give ws, and God of 
his mercy c-#tinue tous, ſuchadiſengazed ingenuous Mi- 
.niſtry as may reſemble his own 2ncarzate Word, Heb, 4. 
12, One that i quick and powerful, ſharper than any two 
K 
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edged ſword, piercing even 10 the dividing aſunder of ſoul 
and ſpirit, and of the joyns and marrow, and « 4 diſcerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart : God grant us ſuch 
« Miniſtry, thatthere may follow the like conviction of 
finners to that mentioned by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 14. 
25. If all propheſie, and there come in one that believeth nor, 
or one unlearned, he « convinced of all, he i judged of all : 
and thus arc the ſecrets of his heart made manifeſt; and ſo 
falling down on his face, be will worſhip God, and report thas 
Gol « in you of atrnth, E 

God knows, this Kingdom, in general, hath need of 
ſuch a fairbful, ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry as this is. But 
there are man) u:iruly and vain talkers and decetvers, as 
St, Paal tells Titus, whoſe months muſt be ſtopped, who 
ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought nor, 
for filthy lacres ſake, Tit, x. 10, 11, the ſilencing or de- 
grading ſuch popular Priefts and ſeditious Levites will 
not indanger the Ark of God atall. And if 46/athar 
does complot with Foab, to promote the intended Uſur- 
pation of Adonijah, as greata Prieſt as hes, it is fit he 
ſhould be ſerit to Anathoth, and confined to his Country 
Village, leſt he makethe City, by his Conſpiracy, 709 
hot for Solomon z, and in bis abſence, as well the Ark of 
God as tte perſon of the X/zg will be ſo much the more 
in ſafety, 1 Kings 1. 5,7. with Chap. 2, 26. 

4, Butthereis a fourth Prognoſtication of this ſad Ca- 


. Larnty, that is, the abwndance of Popiſh Prieſts and Feſuites 


that are inthe midſt of us, the growing and increaſing of Po= 
pery,and that proneneſs that is in peopleto run head-long back 
474in t0 the Garlick and Oniens of Egypt : this argument 
(lure) is ſufficient 10 make 1 all believe the Ark of God is 
in danger. | 

But the truth is, the Perſons that make the Argument, 


ar= none of the moſt likely men to prevens what they 
COM= 
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complain of. For who have done ſo much to hardes that 
Popilh party, to give them encouragement and advantage, 
aS they have done? not to mention -their C/ub-law, and 
Sequeftirations, with the ſ«le of their eſtates, (no Cogene 
Arguments, fure, to reſo/ve and fertle Conſcience) whar 
by charging them with ſ#ch things as cannot be made 
good againſt them, and by condemning what is not to 
be 4:/ſatowed in them, and by oppoſing very weakly (with 


more ſtrength of paſſion, than reaſon) what is jasſthyto 


be reproved, they have made them more inflexible and 
obſtinate in their opinions. And they have given them 
advantage alſo by their faiom Confederacies againſt 
that Hierarchy of the Church, whoſe Learning and 4u+ 
thority, is, under God, the onely probable means ro 
check and filence them, It was a moſt remarkable ob- 
ſervation, in the Sermen of the late moſt Reverend 
Archbiſhop, upon the Sceffold, alluding to that Counſel 
of the Priefts and Phariſees againſt our Saviour, Job. 11, 
49, Men are afraid, ſaith he, that if they let this mas alone, 
the Romans will come, and that Popery will prevail, (and) 
then they will take away owr place and owr Nation: but it 
proved the contrary , for ks they had put that man to 
death, then the” Romans came (indeed) and vanguiſtyd the 
City. 

Popery could never have broken in upon us, to ſhake 
the 4rk of God, in its decent and happy ſettlement a- 
mongſt us, as long as our /ewfnl Governewrs were #ndi- 
fturbed in their tation. They were our wew door -keepers, 
chey that thruſt out the right Poſſeſſors, to make r709wfor 
their own ambi ion, they turn'd the Key, and opened the 
Door ; nay, they pull'd dowa the #a#s of Gods Houſe 
and let in Popery. 

It was their turning the Ark of God intoa Nos#'s 
Ark, where ſo many a of wild and wnclean beaſts 

2 Were 
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were herded up together, without order or diſtinion, 
their dangerous miſtakes in Do@rine, their horrible cox- 
faſrons in Diſcipline, their irreligiov5 defalcations of ſome 
parts of Gods worſhip, and their ſcandalous irreverence 
in the perſormance ot all the reſt 5 sheſe diſorders cauſed 
ſo many to abher the eff-ring of the Lord, and they incli- 
ned others (whether more out of devotion and reverence, 

{ levity and a defire of change, I ſhall not deter- 


than our 0. 
mine) but inclin'd they were upon this account, to lend a 
weak er to the inſinuations of thoſe cunning Charmers 
A Relation of Of the Church of Rowe. For, to uſe the words of that 
<he Conferente. Wiſe and Lezrned Archbiſhop , Ceremonies are the 
Exift. iſher, in Hedge that fence the ſubſtance of Religion from all the In- 
: dignuties, which Prophanels and Sacriledge too commonly 
pat uponit, Andihi 1 haveobſerved, that no onething 
hath made conſcientious men more wavering in their own 
minds, co more aps and eaſie to be drawn aſide from the ſin- 
cerity of Religion profeſſed in the Church of England, 
than the want of Uniform and Deceat Order in 100 many 
Churches of the Kingdom. And the Romaniſts have 
been apt to ſay, The Houſes of God could not be ſuffered to 
* lieſo Naſtily (4s in ſome places they have done) were the 
zrue worſhip of God obſerved in them : or did the peeple 
think that ſuch it were, 

And 1 may add this, as a further matter of ſcandal and 
advantage to them 3 whea men do openly proclaim, 
and that.ſo crudely and withont any diſtinftion, that there 

* Mr. Calamy's is n0t 4 Nation under heaven, except this Nation of 
challenge (P%%* FE 8744nd, that ever enjoyed the Goſpel a hundred years toge- 
13.) amounts phys! . 
oa poſitive aſ- ther z which.is ſo apparently falſe, that nothing can well 
Kertion. be more falſe than that is z whea they tell us that gray 
* Heb. 13.27, Pairs are upon the Goſpel, which is everlaſting * and can 
28.ch.8. ul. never wax #14; who can fence off the conn and not be 
\ Rev. 1446, tianſporteJ with indignation, to hear the holy Text we 
0 ed, 
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ſed by ſuch abſur'd alluſions, defigned on purpoſe to 


' raiſe up amnZements and jealouſtes in the people, And 5, bis Relaion 
we may now ſe-the ſaid Archbiſhops juſt Complaiat of he 


to His Majeſty of ever Bleſſed Memory verifted, by too 
ſad an inſtance. That the Chnrch of England was ina 
hard condition, Se profeſſes the aatient Catholick Faithy 
and yet the Romaniſt condemns her of Noyelty in her Do- 
&rine. She prattiſes Church-governmeat , as 7#t hath 
been in uſe in all Ages, and all Places where the Charch 
of Chrlit hath taken any Rooting, both in, and ever ſince 
the Apoſtles times; and yet the Separatiſt condemns her 
for Antichriſtianiſm 2» her . Diſcipline, e plain truth 
7, ſhe is between theſe two Fations, 4s between two Mill- 
ſton:s 3 aud unleſs your Majeſty look 10 7t, to whoſe truſt 
Jhe ts committed, ſhe ll be ground 18 Powder, 10 an irrepara- 
ble both diſhonour, and loſs tothis Kingdom, And tis ve- 
ry remarkable, that while both theſe preſs hard upon the 
Church of England, both of them cry out upon perlecuti-+ 
on, like freward childrea which ſcratch, and kick and 
bite, and yer cry out all the while as if themſelves were 


killd. What ſucceſſe this grexx Diſtempec , caſed by 16id.pauto poſt... 


the Colliſion of #wo ſuch Factions, may bave, 1 know 
210t, 1 cannot Propheſfie» We may change the Phtaſe 
into [ 4 great Diſtemper cauſed by their Coaiition and 
clubbing of Iatereſts zo gain a Toleration) what ſuccels 


this may Favel know not; but (as that renowned Pre- ;;;4 


late goes on) though 1 cannot Propheſie, yes I fear that A- 
theilm and Irreligion gathers ſtrength, while the Truth is 
thus weakned by an uaworthy way of contending for it, 
And while they thus contend, neither part conſider, that th: y 
are in a way -10 induce upon themſelves, and others, that 
con—— extream, which they ſeem moſt both to tear and 
oppoſe. | 

F But let the Ark of God be ſetled witha decent ſplen- 


A0r, | 


in Epiff, 


paulo poft, - 
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dor, and all theparts of Gods worſhip and ſervice be per- 
formed with a due and becoming Reverence: and in or- 
der hereunto, let the Hierarchy of the Ehurch enjo 
its fu!l Authority and incouragement, and then we ſh 
be in no ſuch danger of ApoZafie to either of theſe 
FaRions. 

5. But however, they ſay,we have reaſon toperſwade 
our ſelves, that England's Ark is in danger to be loſt, 
were it only for the ſins and prodigious iniquities that we are 
ently of 5 our Commoen- wealth fins, drankennefs and un- 
cleanneſs, bribery and oppreſiionz our Sanituary-fins, our 
remiſcneſs and unfreitfulneſs, our indifferency and luke- 
warmneſs, the prophanation of Sabbaths, and the ftrange 
unbeard of unthankfalneſs that is amongſt us: And that 
Commination will extend to us, if we be guilty of the 
like unfruitfulneſs ; Therefore 1 ſay uut0 you, the Kingdom 
of God ſhall be taken fromyou, and given 0 a Nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof, Mat.21. 43. 


Pudet hes opprobria nobss 
Et dis} potuiſſe & non potuiſſe refelll. 


I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, we have but too much 
canſeto be aſhamed that we have requited the Lord no bes- 
ter, that we have no better means to wipe off the ſtain of 
this moſt deſerved reproach: And unleſs we do ſcaſona- 
bly repeat, God will viſit for theſe things, and be avenged 
of ſuch an ingrateful Nation 4s this is. 

In old E's time, when the Priefts were guilty of fo 
much i»temperance and wncleanneſs, lo much rapine and 
ſacriledge 5 and yet the out- cries of a complaining people 
could not aweken the Supreme Governour to wnſheath his 
ſword to redreſs theſe exorbitancies ; but the Prieſts pro- 
ceeded to multiply and 4ggravate their crimes 5 and the 

of | Prince 


& 


a 
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Prince his Zenity made his reprebenſions but little better 
then a Toleration or Connivance, and ſothe people fell in- 

to irreligion and prophaneneſs, they abhorred the offering of 

the Lord: Whenthere was ſuch a complication of ins, 
. and the fins of the Rulers (as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil) 

did both procure and encourage fin in the people; Then the 

Holy oraclegrew ſilent, God himſelf departed, the Che- 

r#bims made uſe of their wings to flye away, and the Ark , $anchop.s. 
of God was taken, If we be in league with Hell, the Ark & 4. 

of the Covenant will not owneus, Now the exergy and 

efficacy of witchcrafts dep=nds upon a League with Hell , 

and Rebellion ks as the ſin of witchcraft ; as long therefore 

as wecleave unto,and in our hearts follow an #ſurper,we 

can have no ſaving Communion with the Ark of God; no 

more than 7ſrae! hai while they marched after Feroboam, 

They are nothing elſe but their /n/quities that do ſeparate 10.$.r. 
betwixt Ged and his people; itis their ſins that with-hold Jer-7.7. &c. 
good things from them, evea the bleſſings of the Ark 

and God's Holy Temple. As for the beanty of bis Orna- 

ment, he ſet it in Majeſty but they made the image of their 
abominations, and of their deteftable things therein « There- 
fore have I ſet it far fromthem. And | will give it into the 

hands of the ſtrangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the- 

earth for a ſpoil, and they ſhall pollute it, Ezek.7. 20,21. 
Under the Goſpel we finde one Church that lefs her fir ft 

Loves Another that was neither hot nor cold , A third Rev: chap.z, 
that bad « name that ſh: lived, but really ſhe was dead; AF 
fourth that had ſuch in her boſom and communion as did 

teach the wicked policies of Balaem, and the unclean do. 

crine of the Nicolattans;; A fifth that did grant a Tole- 

ration to Fe abel, notwithſtanding her execrable Artifice 

and praRices in ſeducing ſuch as tad been dedicated to 

God's Service to commit Fornication and Idolatry: And 


what became of all theſe Churches ? Why, their Car- 
dleftick 
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aleftick was removed, and the Ark of God was taken from 
them, Andthough the Ark of God were extail4 upon 
England, yetthere is a meaſure, there are azgravations, 
there ate combinations of fin, that when they are once 
made up wili provoke God to uſe his prerogative over us, 
notina way of mercy but of juſtice, to cut off that entall, 
and determine (as he did in another cafe) againſt it , 
Though England were the fignet upon my right hand, yet 
would I pluck thee thence. 

And yet this I muſt take leave to interpoſe in vindica- 
tion of the preieat Church of England; The fault is not 
inherz She may truly ſay, the Sons_of Zeruiah are t00 
hard fer us : She hath itnot in her power to rearef# things 
as ſhe would, And whoſe faiFioms clamonrs and petitions, 
and other aRs of oper hoſtility, were they that wnhing'd 
the Government, and pull'd down thoſe wenerable 
Conrts of Juſtice, whoſe Authority and Splendouy were 
able to dazzle the eyes, and break the hearts of the moſt 
infolent offenders 2 Till ſuch Courts can be reFored, we 
muſt have patience to preachand prey, being in the ſame 
condition that we finde the Church of Corinth in, 2 Cor. 
10.6. Having in 4 readineſs to revenge all diſobedience, 
when your obedience ſhall have been fulfilled, The delin- 
quents among them were too 7umeroms and tooporent for 
the Cenſures of the Church to take place upon them : 
For it is not prudent to exaſperate a muliitude with the 
ſevcrity of a Dilcipline which their »umbers can fo cafily 
over- maſter : But when the Reformation of the major 
part is ſo conſÞicuors, and the Jeal of the conformavle 
part ſo ſeriow and earneſt, that it may be prudent to pro- 
cced againſt the refraory, then the Church will not tail 
in her duty, but inflict ſuch cenſures upon offenders as 
ſhall be ſ#ztable totheir demerits: Having in 4 readineſs 
20 revenge all diſobedience , when your obedience ſhall be ful- 
filled, | Ia 
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 Inthe mean while we are not without our Progno771- 
cations too, that the Ark ſhall ſtill reſideand proſper with 
Us, 
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- I. Ourlate Tribslations have wrought patience, and 0" Et 


our patience experience, and Our experience Hope z A Hope, Rom-5.3:4:5- 


we truſt, that will xever make aſhamed, We argue our 


ſelves into this pecſwaſton by the Logick of Manoab's Julg 


wife: 1f the Lord were pleaſed to deſtroy us, He would not 
haveeceived an offering at our hands, nor would he have 
-ſhewed ws all theſe things, He would not have heard our 
prayers, nor bave wrought ſuch miracles of mercy for 
the Reſtitution of bis Ark amongſt us: A mercy tha: the 
Church of England may very well celebrate (with a ve- 
ry little variation of the expreſſions) in che 83. Pali. 
For loe our enemies lift up their bead and made a tumult. 
They t60k crafty counſel againſt thy people, Trey ſaid, Come 
let ws cut them off, that the name of the Church of Eng- 
land may be no more in remembrance, They conſulted toge- 
ther with ene conſent, and were confederate. The tabernacles 
of Edom, an4 the Iſhmaclites, of Moab and the Hagarens, 
Gebal and Ammon, and Amalek z the Philiſtines, with the 
Inhabitants of Tyre, Aſſur alſo was joyned with them : 
and have holpen the Children of Lot, But God hath (upon 
the matter) done wnto them 4s unto the Midianites, as to 
Siſera, 4s to Fabin, which periſhed at Enavr , they became 
as dung for the Earth, He made their Princes like Oreb 
and Zebs yea all their Princes as Zebah and Zalmunna, 
Who ſaid let ws take to our ſelves the houſes of God into onr 
poſſeſſion, Our God mide them like a wheel that could 
never fix upon-any ſolid ground of eſtabliſhment, bur 
rolled and turned about ina reſtleſs variety of c? anges. 
Atlaſt they were as ſtubble before the winde, God did di- 
vide.them in Facob and ſcatter them in Iſrael : He did con- 
found their Languages, that the building of their _ 
c L | coul 
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could not go forward, And all theſe diſpenſations were- 


out of a defign of mercy to the Adverſaries of this 
Church ; God hath filled their faces with ſhame, that they 
might be induced to joyn with the Church in a due and 
decent conformity to ſeek his Nawr, And ſo let all the 
Combinations of thy Churches exemics periſh, 0 Lord, 
but let them that love thee and thy Church, be «s the Sun 
whey he goeth forth in his might, that our Land may be fil- 
led with piety, deworion and glory, and Tobavereſt, to all 
generations. | 

God hath donegreat things for us already, whereof we 
rejoycez and what hehath done, he is pleaſed ro make 
his ingagemens to do more if we do not render our (elves 
utterly #3worthy, and forfeit our Tenare by ourobNinare 
perverfities. This is one ground of or hope : And 
OT 3h Chia agar a 

24%. The Church of Engieza hath a pra propies, 2 
people whoſedevotions are folidand "a 2p I om and 
conſtant ; a people that do frequeat the Publick Prayers 
of the Church our of hemttsty and obedlencr, out of judg- 
went and prodence3 and yet do importune God in they 
Cloſets, day and night too; though they love not fo 
much £5 play the Hypocr#te, as to ſound their Tyumper, 
to tellthe world they do fo. You know, the 4 
of tea righteous p<rſons was ſo confiderable to Almigh- 
ty God, thatit ſhould have prevail'd with him for the 
preſervation of five moſt lewd and vitieus Citices3 and 
God be bleffeI, wehave that number, I traſt many hune 
dread times told oyer. | 

But becauſe, if we continue #n fin, the Epha* will be 
full ax laſt, and if we neele? ſo great ſalvation, and the 
things that ad belong unto onr peace; thoſe things will be 
hidd:n from out eyes, and we ſhall bring upon our ſelves 
ſwift deftrutHlon; and then the deyotions of i fo 

| phets 
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phets will be injoyned filence, by Gods own Ordzr 
(Jer.7.16, Pray not thou for this peopleſ for theirgood <7] «Jer. r4. 11. & 
neither lift up cry, nor prayer for them, neither make in- ©1114: 
rerceſſion to mes, for 1 will not hear thee.) And though 

they ſhould pray carneſtly, and continue their 7»5porty- 

#ity (receiving no ſuch expreſs Order, asthat Proptec 

Feremy bad, tothe contrary ; ) yet #heir prayers, inthis 

caſe, in this jun@Fsre of affairs (when the harvelt of fin 

is ripe) how effe<tual ſoever tor themſelves, would not 

prevail, they would be freivlef, as to the generality of 


perſons, and the calamity of the Nation 3 for when I bring 
my fore judgments upon the Lend,though theſe thiee men, 


: Noah, Daniel and Fob, were in it, as I live, ſaith the Ezck.14.14,10. 


Lord God, they ſhould deliver neither | nor daughter, 
they ſhould but deliver their own fouls by thetr righteouſ- 
ne. Thereforeto prevent this dreadful ſeverity of Al- 
mighty God, give me leaveto propound ſome tew C4- 
weats and Dire##ions to you, touching your bevawiour, 
in reference to the Ark of God (by which I undecſ..nd 
his ſacred Ordinances) and ſo I ſhall conclude. 

. When God was about to deſcend upon Mount. S:- 
4), at the promulgation of the Law ( Ex94. 19,) he 
commanded Moſes to ſet bownds, to keep off the people, 
that they might not pres upon ſo dreadful a Majeffy, ro 
their own ruine, The preſence of God with his holy 
Ark, in his holy worſhip, is no leſs ſacred, nolels dread- 
ful than ic was on Mount Siz«/, I muſt therefore draw 
a ine, and ſet up rails abourit, as well to ſecure your 
intereſt in it, as topreſerve that reſpeRt and weneration 
thatis due untoit. Theſe ſh:ll be made up of a fix fold 
Caveat, Youmuſt, 

1. Not over-value, or deifieit. 
2. Not #zdervalue, or blaſþ heme it. 
3, Notinvade, or profareit. 
L 2 | 4. Not 
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4: Not ſlander, or belze it. 
5 #Not intrude, or pry into it. 
6. Not rifle, or plunder it. 

1. You muſt not over-value or deifieit, A very bigh 
eſteem and reverence-you muſt haye ſor the Ark of God 
and you may relie upon Gods promiſe, aad confidently 
expet what God hath engaged to do for you by the Mi- 
niſtry therecf. But you muſt not turn the Ark intoaa 
Idal 3 exhibere cultum Del creature, eft 1delolatria, faith 
Aquinas 3 it you dewote that ſervice toit, and placethat 
affiarce in it which is dueto God alone, you do thea 
make an 149] of it: You make the Type of Chriſt to be- 
come his &ival; you make him jealous of his own Repye- 
fſentative; 3nd youeclipſe his honour by that ſhadow that 
was deſign'd to i{uſtrate and ſet it off, 

And yet there are ſome that do wore thn this, worſe 
then #4 amounts to; they do Hyper-deifie it, advance it 
above God, yea againſt Gods for God will not patro- 
»ize the guilty, Chriſt will not ſavethe #mpenitens; 'tis a 
deſperate preſumpiion to think they will: if you expe 
ths from the Atk, you do not ozlyturn it intoan 7dol, 
ſet itup in Gods ſiead: but you do wore thn ſo, you ex- 
alt it above God, you pretend to make it do what God 
will not do, what Chriſt cannot do you make.it areal 
Antichriſt, | 

For Chriſt came to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and 
to take away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Andit you make 
the Ark a Sanituary for MalefafFors, you ſet it up in op= 
poſition to. Chriſt, and provoke him to Arm himſelf (as 
tt were) againſt ir, in vindica'ion of his own glory. 

Upoa this very account it was, that te delivered the 
Ark (under the Law) into the Hands of the Philiſtines, 
1 Sam, 4. and Jer, 7.3. Thws ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the 
God of Iſrae/, amend your ways and your doings, and 1 = 
x | cauſe 
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cauſe you t6 dwell in this place: (but) traft ye not in lhing 


words, ſaying, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 


the Lord, the Temple of the Lora as if that had beena 
threefold fortification, to ſecure them againſt all poſſible 
calamity 3 Bus ye truſt in lying words that cannot profit : 
will ye ſteal, murder, and commit adultery, and ſwear falſly, 
and birn incenſe anto Baal, and wa'k after oiher gods whons 
ye know not, and come and ſtand before mr, in hs houſe 
woich i called by my name, and ſay we are delivered is do all 
" theſe abominations ? #« this heals that ts called by my name 
become a den of robbers in your eyes ? Behold, even | have 
ſeenit, ſaith the Lord, But go ye now unto my place which 
was in Shiloh, where I put my name at the firſt, and ſee what 
I-didtoit, for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael, 8c, 

That Ark which was the viſible Symbol of his preſence, 
and the eſpecial 7»ſtrument of his worſhip and ſervice, 
they ſet it up in oppoſition to bi glory; they would have 
it patronize their fin, and protec? them, intheir iwypenin n- 
cy, againſt Gods feye;e judgemeats; and this provokes 
God to give it upzove defiled by reproach and propha» 
nation. Letthis be a Caveat to you thetefore,. not to 
over-value,. or deifie the Ark of God. | 

2. And yer you muſt take heed you do not «nderva- 
lue and blaſphemeit z nortwilifiethe ſolemn ſervice of God 
perform'd about ir, This was the fin of Michal the 
Daughter of Sasl, ſhe looked thorow a' window; and 
ſaw 2avidclothed in his /inez Ephod, and dancing (aftec 
the _— before the Ark of the-Lord, and ſhe deſÞiſed 
him in her heart, 2 Sam: 6, 16. yea, her heart was [weld 
ſo big with prideand indignation, that it could got con- 
rain it (elf within any bounds of moderation z it burſt 
out into obloquy, for ſhe reproach'd him as a vain and 
ſhameleſs fellow, (Ver. 20.) - 

But Davia-bad enough coſay for his. own vindicati; 

on 3 
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on 5 that he did thus hwmble himſelf, it was only in the 
preſence of the Lord, who had exalted himy and it is ve- 
ry fit that the. Majeſty of earth ſhould be laid inthe deft, 
before the Majeſty of heavens and to d:ſ}iſeany perſon 
for doing God reverence, argues an opinion, that God 
may have too zz#ch honour, that the Solemnity of his 
worſhip may be too great for his excellency,and tranſcend 
the merits of his divine Attributes ; and that a leſs deyo- 
tion will ſerve his turn, 


But this caſteth ſo dark 4 reflection upon Gods glory, 


that his patience cannot brook it ; and therefore the pro- 
phaneſs of Michal's heart, and the perwlancy of her bitter 
rongue, is puniſh'd with a berren womb, a great reproach 
in that Nation or if ſhe be with child (as ſome think ſhe 
was) (he ſhall not give birth to ir, bur with the off of her 
own lifes for, becauſe of this her carriage towards Da- 
vid, upon this occaſion, Therefore Michal ihe daughter 
of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. | 

And yet itis no Paradox to ſay, we Have many of M:- 
cha!'sbreed at this day amongſt us 5 ſuch as have made a 
mock ar the lizen Ephod, derided Church-mwfick delign- 
ed to cel<brate Gods praiſes, ſcoffed at the very Hymns 
and Prayers,and blaſphem'd the whole So/emnity of Gods 
moſt fecred worſhip. Have not the ſervants of the moſt 
bigh God been publickly reviled by the title of Baal's 
Prieſts, tor their reverens attendance upon this ſervice of 
Gods Ark ? hath not the eſtabliſh'd Form of Liturgy 
been wilified by the name of portage, not only inthe fos! 
leaves of Scurrilouws Pamphlets 5 but likewiſe in the 
= of railing Rabfhakehs, more fos! and prophane then 
they ? 

Bur we cannot be tranſported with amazement at 


_ Kheſe things, being premonithed by the Spirit of Pro- 


p%eſzr, im the holy Apoſtles, that there ſhould mt 
that 


Ws 


7 m 


the Arkes $ olemm Setthement. 


that more abundantly) in the loft days ſcoffers, walkine 


after their own Iuſts, 

But does not this filrby.dire that is thrown upon the 
Ark of God, deſhand beſpatter the Majeſty of God him- 
ſelf 2 yes ſurely, for Chriſt ſaith, He that deſpiſeth yoo, 
deſpiſeth me; and he that defpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that 
ſent mez ſuch as deſpiſe the Mimiry that atrends upon 


the Ark, they fp z0t byt God; the reproaches of  Thel. 4.8. 
Cc 


chem that reproach the Ark of God, dofa/! upon God 
himſelf. | - 


And becauſe they were guilty of Michals ſin, have 
they not m<t with Mzchals curſe too ? Give them, © Lord, 
whas wilt thou give them ? glvethers abarrew womb and 


dry breaFs, Hol, 9. 14. Have they. not all been barren, . þ 


that ſcoffed at the ſolews ſervice of Gods Ark? either 
their Conceptions haye proved abortive 5 or, if the chil- 
dren bave come to the Barth: "yetThere bark b cen no ftrength 
20 brins forth; or, if they have been delivered, yet thoſe 
bree#1 , that ſhould have: ſsckled the of- (privg of this 


ſcoffing- Mother, have proved dry, and fo the produdti- 
on, like the ſeed Town 55 the way fide, bath dwindled 
away for want of nouriſhmear. | 
This was acknowledged ina Sermon preached before 
that remnant of the Houſe of Commons ( Fan. 27. 1645) 
fox year ago (ſaith the Preacher) after 1h Parliament had 
ſate awhile, it was generally believed that ſbe he alludes to 


was fallen into her travel; And is the enidſt of «ll thoſe 
forrows which have befallen England fince, her friends en- 
couraged themſelves with this hope, that the quicker «nd 
tharper her pains grew, the liker ſhe was to be Predll deli- 
livered of that man-child, which was by them ſo greedily 
expected. But, behold, as if all theſe had bees but fore; 
runners of her labour, net bearing-throws, - ſhe ww" 
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Fill in pain: inſomuch as they begin naw to think ſhe hath 
20t gone her fulltime, and earneſtly ta deſire ſhe may z, be- 
cauſe they fear nothing more than an Abortive Reformati- 
on; (for ſo they called , they knew not what, the thing 
they projedZed to build upon the ruines of Gods Church 
amongſt us.) | 

Remember Mih4/, Remember Sas/s daughter 5 her 
fin, and her judgement to05 and ſcoff no more at the Ss- 
lemn Worſhip and Service, perform'd beforethe Ark of 
Gods that is our Second Caveat, 


3- You muſt not #zwadeand prophane the Ark5 God - 


would not allow that any perſon ſhould: Minifter about 
the Ark, but ſuch as were of the Tribe of Levi, and du- 
ly ordained and ba{lowed for that ſervice. 

Every man-might expe&a bleſſing from: the Ark ; but 
every man might not offic{ate about it, at his own ple - 
ſure 3 the higheſt Gifts gave him no Commiſſ:on, procured 
him'no Authority for this work, without a ſpecial Con- 
ſecration ; for noman taketh this honour unto himſelf, but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron; without this war- 
rant, the greateſt Jeal, though direRed by an eminent 
degree of knowltage, 1g the management of this ſacred 
FuntFon, had' been no better thIn a Sacrilegions pro- 
phanatian.. SPIE | | 

Wheathe oxen ſtumbled and ſhook the Ark, UHz4b 
put forth his hand, out of deyorion, withour all perad- 


* vencure, to #phold ir, thatit might nor be overthrown; but 


his geod meaning would not excuſe his raſhneſ#; for, 
whethet” his- hand and ſhoulder withered, or he were 
ftruck ſuddenly with a rhwnder-bolr, T ſhall notrake up- 
yn me to determine ; but this Tam aſſured of, upon the 
Creditand Authori'y of the holy Story, tha: he anzer 
of the Lord was kindled azainſt UTJah, and God ſmote hin 
there for his errour, and there he died by the-Arkof God, 
2 Sam, 6, 6,7. Shall 
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Shall Igiveyou Mr, Calamy's Application of this ac- E!i trembled 

cident ? We have had great diſorder heretofore, ſaith he, -oboagy wm 
and Godis now puniſhing us for that diſorder : there were, 
abundance of will-meaning men that nſerping the Miniſtert- 
al office; and (forſouth) they were afraid the Ark was fal- 
ling, andihey laid #0 thetr ſhoulders, but their touching she 
Ark nnaid the Ark and them(clues too, andbrought a ſcan- 
dal ou the Goſpel, This is Mr, Calamy's Application. 
} But if we examine the matter thorowly, we ſhall fiad 
, bim, with many others (that 1nveizhed fiercely againſt 
ſuch as »/#rped the Miniſterial Office) inyolved in the 
ſame guilt with UJJ4«b, and conſequently, they fall un- 
der ihe ſame condemnation, 

For what was Hz}h's crimes OXapereonſſus eſt, quod 
attigiſſet arcam Domini, 14 enim ne Levitis quidems fas 
eral, Arcamenim abillis tantum geſtari, non contingt, 
art (pettari eportuit, ſaith Peter Martyr : UJzah was ſmit- 11 2 Sem, 6. 6, 
ten, becauſe he touch'd the Ark of God, for the Le- ” » 
wvite's Office was to Carry the Ark, bur they were, under 
a ſevere prohibition, neither to zouch ir, nor to look into 
it 5 for ſo the Lord had ordained, Numb. 4.15. When 
Aaron and his Sors have made anend of covering the San- 
Fuary, and all the weſſels of the Sanituary, as the Camp is 
10 ſet forward; after that, the Sons of Kohath ſhall cometo 
bear it ; bat they ſha'l not touch any holy thing, leſt they dies 
and Vec.20. They ſhall not go in to ſee, when the holy things 
are covered, leſt they ate, 

But it might have been alledged onthe behilf of UF- 
zah, that what he did was upon an extraordinary occali- 

ON, in 4 caſe of neceſſity, and out of zeal, to fave the j;;4 
Ark from falling z but as Peter Martyr hath very well 
obſerved, his touching the Ark is aſſizned, by many, 4s the 
cauſe, whyhe was ſo ſuddenly freitteng, Sed eras alia cauſe 
& prior & major, quod ile _ impoſsiſſes in currsm, 
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& acdiſſet cauſam huic neceſſitatl. But there was another; 


-« former and a greater canſe foritz his putting the Ark up- 


7 Numb. 4.19. 


01 4 Cart, and ſo betraying it to that danger and neceſſity. 
So the Engliſh Annotations, The anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Uzzahs becauſe he had canſed his holy Ark 
zo be carried in a Cart, which they ſhould have born on their 
ſhoulders, and for touching it with bis hand, being but a Le- 
vite and no Prieſt, On, 2 Sam.6.7, 

The Levites might not be their own Carvers, inthe 
holy fan&ion, might not 7nwvade what pars of itthey had 
aſancytos no, Aaron and his ſons ſhill goin, and appoint 
them every one to his ſervice, andto his burdenT, It they 
had an ambition to #ſurp any other part of the ſacred Ot- 
fice (that was not ſo aſſigned them by their Swp4riowrs) 
though they did create a preſent zeceſſity for itz yet #hat 
neceflity of their own making could not j»ſtsfie them in 
ſuch their Secrilegions Uſurpation, 

And this is dire&ly the Caſe of the Presbyterians, Tr 
was their duty (we confels) to bear the Ark of God, to Mi- 
niſter untoi!, in ſome parts of the ſacred Office, ſuch as 
were aſſigned them by their Swperiours , butthey could 
not keepthe'r hands off the Ark ;, their ambition ſpur'd 
them on to Uſurp other parts of that Office; to lay 8x 
hanas , for the Ordination of others 3 (leſt, forſooth, 
the Ark of Gods worſhip ſhould fall to the ground, for 


' lack of a Miniſtry to attend it) which they hadno Com- 


miſhoa for, ro Warrant at all, but a pretended neceſhity 


of the;r own making, by pulling down Aarsn and his 


Sons, the holy Order of Biſhops, who alone were inveſted 


_ with chat power, 


So that theſe Presbyterlans haye followed Uzz4h in 


the imitation of his error and temerity z aad bath nor 
a ſuitable jadgment overtaken them, a puniſhment Ana- 
logical tothart of Uzzah? are not thoſe hands that were 

ſtretched 
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fretched out, without any A»thoricy,to perform 1his Of- 
fice, are they not withered ? bath not the axger of the 
Lord(as Mr, Ealamy in part conteſſeth) ſmitien chem, for 
this Sacrilegiows Uſurpation 2? we ſee,they aredead,before 
the Ark, in #his c:pactiys and therefore, you muſt nor 
invade and profane the Ark y that is the third Caveat. 
4+ You muſt not ſlander and belie the Ark, There 5Lanow } nf 
are, and have been inall Ages, falſe Prophets who have Z+*#:« 
ſuggeſted their own Dreams, Fancies and Deſizns, for the 
Oracler of God. The Prophets Propheſie lies in my name, 
as the Lord himſelf complains by the Prophet Feremy, Chap. 14.14: - 
1 ſent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither | 
ſÞake 1 unto them: they fouymnn unto you 4 falſe viſion, 
«nd divination, and 4 thing of nought, and the deceit of 
their heart, Jer, 14. 14. and Chap. 23. 16,17. Thus 
ſeth the Lord of Hoſts, hearken not unto the words of the 
Prophets that propheſie unto you they make you vain : they 
peak a viſuon of their own heart, and not out of the mouth 
of the Lord : they ſay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, the 
Lord hath ſid ye ſhall have peace; and they ſay unto every 
one that walketh after the ſtubbornneſs of his own heart, No 
evil fhall come upon you. 
And hath not the lying ſpirit given out his Oracles, by 
the mouths of a multitude of ſuch Prophets, among(t 
us, inthcſe times of our diſtraRion 2 S-Go 
One of them give our this for an oracle *, about 18 "Mr. 7+ 
or 19 ye:rs ago, thar the King, though He.d of all, Cn —_— 
and fingwlis Major ; yet he was w#niverſis Minor; though Ste Dr. Hum, 7 
above all ſingle perſons 5 yet inferiour to the body of rye... 
his people 3 that they have a power and rights 30 reſsſt firare, gc. pop, 
him. as 
And becauſezhtis js contradicted expreſly by the live- 
ly oracles of the holy Scripture, and che writings of all 


the primitive Fathers, therefore that lying bloody Oracle 
M 2 ſaid 


34 Iſrael's Gratulation for 

ſaid ſurther (ineffe&) that God did hide thu liberty from 
the primitive Chriſtians, lg/# the uſe of is ſhowld cauſe au 
abortion in the birth ef Antichriſt, God cauſed a dead ſitep 
(faith he) to fall upon theſe truths, the hiding of them being 
neceſſary to help Antichriſt up to hi throne z, yea, he ſaith, 
that God by ſpecial diſpenſation ſuffer'd him the ſaid Anti- 
chriſt to make ſuch truths bs footſtool, till he bad adyan- 
ced himſelf ro his higheſt pitch in the world, 

But zow that this Antichriſt is zo be deſtroyed and caſt 
out, andtte Commozalty of Chriſtians (as he pretended) 
being the men 1hat muſt have the principal hand in execatin 
Gods judgments upon the whore for bringing 35s to al 
ow.faith hein theſe our times God hath given out this Re- 
velaticn to ws,he hath manifeſted #theDe@rine of Reſiſtances 
and Chriſtians may a& contrary to the will of their Supert- 
ours, Andforttis, you bave Mr. Fehn Goodwins afle - 
veration, | | 

To a like effe& you* have another, that blows the 

wy * /* Trumpet of Sedition ; and to raiſe up the people in 

| Arms againſt their lawful Sovereign. He does ſhame- 

tully pcyvert and blaſpheme the ſacred Text, Judg. 5.23. 

Curſeye Mero7 (ſaid the Angel of the Lord) curſe ye bitter - 

* See Mr. Bd. - Iy the inhabitants thereof ; Rs they came not tothe help 

_—_—_ _ of the Lord, tothe help of the Lord againſt themighty, And 
S:rmon. this was Mr, Marſhal go” 

A third tells ſome of the Houſe of Commons, in a Ser- 

Mr. witim 990 at Weſtmin#ter, (1641) that now i the time, that 

Bridge, Baby- God 1s beating down the walls of proud Babylon, that are 

Hons downlall, raiſed up inevery Kingdems and, faith he, ye [hall ſee theſe 

= = great works come to paſs ſhortly, And, in his Epiſtle to the 

l Reager, hetells him, 7 ſhall not prophefie, if 1 ſay, The 

ſword s now-drawy, whoſe anger. ſhall not be pacified, rill 

B:bylon Se down. And this is Mr. William Bridge, And 

- another of Theſe Prophets is as politive as if the work = 

en 
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grarifie this conceir. 


ſhall find Abraham with his faff in his hand, and his ſandalt Peers, March 
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then been already done; thegreate# blow that ever was Hurro 

giver, ſaith he, 0 - Antichriftian . Government, /s that | 

which NOW IT HATH HAD, Babylon 7s fa/- | 

len, is fallen, ſo fallen as it ſhall N E.V ER 7i{c agaiy 5 * On Il. 66, - 

and this is Mr. Feremy Burroughs *. | Si | 
And others, to inflameand ingage the people unto Re- 

beliien, have torced the holy Scripture ſeemingly to belie 

it ſelf 3 for ſo they did when they preached upon thoſe 

Texts, Curſed is he that withholdeth his hand from blood , **  Evengelis 

and curſed is ht that aoth the wor of The Lord negligently 3 per cum, * 

when they were. fighting againſt the.King and his loyal P-- 49 

Subjects. | * 114 
And cf the peoples Conſciences ſhould be affrighted, 

and their inſolence dawnted, at the Apoſtles dreadful 

Coemmination againſt ſuch Refiiters, Rom, 13. They that 

reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation ;, They tound g, 5. ,.. 

out an allay, by a genz/e jatexpzetation of the Phraſe 3 it iby.z;, 

does not ſignifie the damnation of hell (hey tell their con- 

fidents, whom they had abuſed .and ſeduced to follow 


their perniciozs ways) but ſome temporal multt only (if the 
King ſhould prove able to #nflit? it.) 
But when ſo much Chriſtian blood hath been ſhed, and 


a-moſt floxriſhing Kingdom, with a Church of the beſt Con- 
ftirntion inthe whole world, deſtroyed, under a pretence- - 
of pulling down Antichriſt, what new Mcaet have they 
gor, what Plat formÞave they received from heaven, to 
ſetup inthe room of it? why, no other than what ther 
blind 7m9ginations ſhould ſtumble upon by chance, and 
God knows when3 And the holy Text is ſacrificedtoo, to 


Go with me, ſaith Mr, Cafe, to Heb. 11,13, Ap/ ye Inhis Semen C4 
before the 
on his feet, and his loyns girt: pleaſe to let me ask him z;, 1645. 
two or three Queſtions by the way : ſee what he will P*s «'-, 
| ___ anſwer» 
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-anſwer, Reverend Patriarch , whether are you" going ? 
Anſwer, Tknow not : When ſhall you return? Anſwer, 
I know not: How will you ſubſiſt ? Anſw. I know not : 
He is in haſte as well 4s wes, and therefore I'le as him but 
' one Queſtion more, Abiabam, why then do you go at ſuch 
UNCERTAINTIES? cothis hewill anſwer, 
I go not upon uncertainties z I have «Call 3 I have « com- 
wand , and that will (ecare my perſon, and bear my 
charges. By faith Abraham win he was called to go into 
a place, which he ſhould after receive for an inheritance, 
Ac: 17,8; Obeyed,end went our, NOT KNOWING WHI- 
. - THER HE WENT, | 
Chriſtians (ith he) obſerve, a Call Js as good as a Pro- 
miſe: (anda little after) we have not only a call, but a 
promiſe z not ix general only, but in ſpecial, The whole 
Book of the Revelation 4s nothing elſe but one great Pro- 
miſe of the down-fall of Antichriſt, and Goſpel-Refor - 
mations 4nd that is the work Parlament and Kingdom 

have now in hand in theſ: three Nations : Thus Mr. Caſe. 
But whatthey meant by that Goſpel-reformation,they 
could never agree to te'l us3 witnels Mr, Danicl Evance, 
© ret in his Sermoa * before the Lords, F 4», 28, 1645, (on 
—_— I Sams. 2. 30,) whc:re he tells them thus: 7 profeſf, my 
Lords, 1 am neither for Paul, nor Apollos, ver Cephas, 
nor Chriſt, till 1 know what Paul avd Apollos and Cephas 
are for, and what thoſe, that ſay they are for Chriſt, can 

ſay for him, | 
But 1 ceald wiſh (my Lords) that we had the P A T- 
TE RN, that every man might Conſult with the mount, 
WHICH OF THE TWO IS CHRISTS GO» 
VWERNMENT, The CHILD its CHRIST- 
NE D (for ouzht I ſee) beforeitis BORN, andwebave 

the NAMES before the THINGS. 

It ſeems, by their own Confeſſion, they were not - 

; g00 
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ood Marks-men as S* Paul was, [1 therefore ſo run, not When will theſe 
lo ingenuous 


45 uncertalnly : ſo fight 1, not as one that beateth the air :]* eſe 
they were like the Sameritanes, to whom aur Saviour oned, Zac. 13.4, 
Fx Joh. 4.23. Te warſhip ye know not what. In this 5 
they were like thoſe the Apoſtles fpeaks of, who pro- 
fe(ſing themſelves ro be wiſe, they became fools, Rom. 1, 
22, take heed therefore that you do not flapder, or belie 
the Ark of God ; that is the fourth Caveat. | 

5. You muſt not #»trude or,pry intothe Ark of God, /-: 1 94 j 
\WVe muſt look no further-than as the holy Ghoſt tach 7 
ſetitopes, and the hind of the Proptetrs and Apoſtles 
drawn the Curtain for us, God will not allow the com- 
mon people to gaXe upon the holy Moant (Exod. 19.21.) 
ſecres things belong 10 the Lord our God : Revealed things bY : 
are for us, and for our children, If we mnſt reeds afford 5929 
a proſþe#t to our cayioſ;ty, there are Myſteries diſplaied to 
us, in the holy Goſpel, ſuch as te Angels deſire to look x Per.r.12; 
1nio; Can we not ſatisfie our ſelves in the contemplation 
of theſe things 2 : | 

[f wemuſt needs let our thoughts run out upon the 
Judgment to come, C:n we not confine them within the 
modeſt limits of ſobriety, and meditate upon the cer#ainty, 
and the ſeverity, with thoſe terrible accidents that (hall 
attend it 2 is all our /o»gsng after the forbidden fruit, that 
grows upon this trees? how many impeſtures bave the See Gerb.de ex 
Chriſtian World been deluded with, upon this account, h ran ud:mibt, 
for filthy lacres ſake ? EY 

And of whatill conſequence this is,. you way learn 
from Mr, Calamy ©; hetells you it is the way ta make 
men Atheiſts , to belieye nothing, and thereupon he 
concludes, tt at certainly thoſe Miniſters 40-0 good to the 
Church, that preſcribe Times and Seaſons 3- for when 1hoſe 
Seaſons are come, and we find our ſelves diſappointed, after 
that we will believe the Miniſter no more.. | 

| 4 This 


* In his late 
Sermon. 
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43 Sam,6.19. 


_ printed to prove, that Antichriſt ſhal 
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This was the fin of the Berhſhemites (prying into the 
Ark of God) which coſt chem no lefs thin 50070 lives, 
Mr. Calamy was very ſenfible of this judgement upon 
thoſe men z and yetatthe very ſametime, he muſt needs 
be peeping into the Ark himſelf 5 for what elſe means his 
hints, touching thoſe frong impreſſions upon the hearts 
of many learned men, 2$to the year 1666. and the Book 

| then be deftroyed ? 
what means he elſe, by his hint, that ſome pitch upon a 
neerer time, which he is oth to name © 

But hetells us, he is ſure, that God is now pouring out 
bu Vials upon Antichriſt, and the Throne of the Beaſt ; and 
although ſome few drops of theſe Vials may fall upon the Re- 
formed Churches to chaſtiſe them; yet the Vials are intended 
for the Whore of Babylon , and ſhall at laſt be all poured ous 
#pon Her, to the ruine of Antichriſt and all his Adherents, 

Why, truly theſe men are much beholden to the 
Beaſt, and domake much uſe of his Throne to uphold 
their ſeditious doctrines and practices: For Antichriſt is 
their talking horſe , when the preſent Government is their 
quarry, For by Antichri#t they underſtand not onely 
the Pope of Rome, orthe Great, Turk, butthe very Hie- 
rarchy of the Church, with the Solemn Service of God, 
which is performed and upheld by ir. And by amuzing 
the people with the ſudden and certain expeRation of 


 #his Antichriſts ruine, they keep them in a po#ure for 


ſedition, that when they ſee their advantage to give the 
word, they may be ready to arme, and give fire upon 


' their Governouts. | 


But for this pretece of pulling dowa Antichriſt, ie is 
a ſaddle that will fit any back. Hath not the Presbyterian 
party been called Antichriſt ? yes, and that in Print too 
and perhaps they had had a war made upon them, upon 
that account, had they inſiſted fifly upon their pretensi- 
#175 t0 that Government. Bur 


EE IS 
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But for my part, I think it more then probable, that 
the great Antichriſt the Apoſtle ſpeaks of * is deſtroyed 
already: If not, yetthe queſtion" 13 not ſufficiently de- 
termined (by them whoare in-expeRation of kisruine ) 
who hes; much leſs when his Kingdom is to have an end. 
And whea mea have been engaged to the expence of fo 
much 600d and treaſure, tothe ruineof ſo many Perſons 
and Families, in purſuance of ſuch a deſign, and there 
comes nothing on't; but their (ppeſed Aacichrift, or his 
ſuppoſed Adhereants conrinse ſtill, and appear to be lo 
much leſs Antichriſt than themſelyes , in thatthey defice 
to live #z» peace, -and to render wnts God the glory due unto 
bis Name (which the real AntichriF certainly does not ; ) 
who ſhall anſwer for.all_the horrible ow3rages. that have 
been committed to no purpoſe, but tothe diſhonour of 
God, and the ſcandal of mankind, to the reproach of 
our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the juſt indignation of our 
Superiours? VVho, I ſ:y, ſhall anſwer 5 at Gods Tri- 
bunal? Will that excuſe ſerve the turn, (which is all 
that can be pretended to) That the promuters of theſe 
confufions were miftaken, and do now begin to think that 
the Church (the woman they fancied to be all this while 
in travel with the deſigns of their own begetring) has not 
yet gone her full time, (as one of them is pleaſed to word 
it?) I ſay, will #4 excuſe ſerve the turn before the 
dreadful Fudge ? | 

But ſuppoſe there were an infallible diſcovery of 4#-+ 
tichriſt, yet where is the Commiffion ? where do we 
finde any warrant to levy war ag. inſt him? Ir is ſaid of 
that Beeſt and his Compliices, Revel. 17. 14. That they 

[l make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb hal! overcome 
them. But where do we finde that the Lamb makes war 
upon them? Itis with the Spirit of his mouth that be 
conſumes them, and with the brightneſs of his coming, 
| nor 
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See Dr. Ham- 
moends Ann» 
tations. 
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not by the mouth of the glittering ſword, 2 Theſſ,2. $. 
Itis ſaid alſo, (Revel,17, 16;) that the ten horns (which 


l are interpreted to be ten Kings, v, 12.) ſhall hate the whore, 


nd ſhall make her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh, 
and barn her with fire. Butinall this I can ſez no way- 
rant, nothing that looks like it, for Subjects to take up 
| Arms withoxt, much leſs, ag «nf the Kings Authority. 
| There is a Prophelie, indeed, that Amichrift ſhall fa# 
| and be deFroyed; but that will not juſtifie what is done 
againſt Gods Command: For there is a Proptelie like- 
wiſe, that the Devil ſhould caſt ſome of the Servants of God 
into priſon, Revel,2.10, and yet he 1s a Devil ftill, A 
«1 Kina1. 31. Prophefie that Feroboam® ſhould have ten parts of Rehs- 


: . = =, boam's Kingdom, and yet hewasa Rebef ® and an Uſur- 


d 1 Kin.15.26, Þer ©, and be xade Tſrael to find, 

34- We muſt frame our lives and aRions, not by dark 
Propheſies, but by clear Precepts: And we are no where 
informed who & Antichriſt; no where enjoyned 10 fizht 

ainſt him , but earneſtly exhorted To be quiet, axd 10 
en The. 4.17. ow own buſineſs ©; To follow peace with all men, 4nd ho- 
lineſs, without which (pair of virtues) woman ſhall ſee the 
fHeb.12.14. Loraf. 

Certainly tFerefore our wiſeſt courſe is, not to trou- 
ble our heads about Antichriſt, but leave Chriſt himſelf 
roceal with him, and ro b-take our ſelves to Prayer and 
Faſting, with other pious exerciſes, to prepare for the 
Advent of Death and Fudgment, This is the fifth Cave- 
at, not to intrude or pro into the Ark. | 
6. Thc fixth and laſt Caveat is, you mult not 7/fe 
and plunderihe Ark. The Apoſtle teils us, Heb, 9. 4+ 


pal © A#K%- That withthe Ark there were not only the Tables of the 


Covenant, but alſo the golden pot that had Manne,and Au- 


rons rod thit budded, The Tables of the Law are of in- 


diſpenſab!e neceſſty to ſalvation 5 for the mercy A = 
| ord 
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Lord « from everlaſting to everlaſting upon them that fear 
him to ſuch as keep his Eovenant, and think upon his Com- 
ewandments to do them, Plal. 103. 17,18, And Aaronxs 
Rod is requiſite to excite and quicken the Pot of Manna 
to fraaztFen id enceurage viito the duty : There 1s a 
mixture of ſeverity and ſweernefi, as Gregory bath obſer- Lib.2. paftorat. 


ved Rigor diſcipline &, dulceds humanitatis, que ſacro- 4 - 
fanitas legum Tabulas cotadluni. There muſt be Diſct- 


line, and there muſt be Sacraments, elſe the Law cannot 
be obſerved: The one to awe, the other to exable us to 
that obſervation, 
All the Service performed before the Ark under the 
Law was not Typica/z, though the Sacrifices of fowls and 
beaſts be out of date and aboliſhed, yer the Sacrifice of 
hearts and ſouls is in force ſtill, There was #ncenſe to be 
offered, and God was to be ſolemaly :hank'4 and praiſed 
Morning and Evening * ; and this continues Ril);t ough * 1 Chron. 23; 
the other be extinguiſhed. 30. 
Nay, as they bad their Sacrifice prefigurarive, to pro- 
reft their homage and deyotion, to awaken Tet repen- 
tance, upon a ſuggeſtion of their gui/# and their deme- 
rits, and to excitetheir faith to lay hold upon the paſſion 
and death of Chriſt to come, for their expiation and a- 
ronement; ſo we have our Sacrifice repreſentative, to 
proteft our devotion, to awaken our repeatance, and to 
excite our Faithto lay hold upon the Paſſion and Death of 
Chriſt already paſt * For from the riſzug of the Sun even Mal.r. 11. 
#nts the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great a ———— 
mong the Geniiles; andin every place Incenſe ſhall be offered and the Anci- 
#10 my name, and « pure offering : For my name ſhall be en Fathers by 
great among the Heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, This 
is that ſolemn Commemorative Oblation.of the Sacrifice of 
the Croſs, with our Addrations, Laudes and Prayers, in 
that Ser amental Euchariſt of Chriſts own Inſtitution, 
N 2 Chriſt 
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Chrift « given w« in pretiuen (faith that Learned Bi- 


_—— ſhop *') for apricez aprice ether of ranſame, to bring out 
of the Nativi- de loco caliginofo; or a price (that, where 


Ez without it we have no iztereſt) the Kingdom of Heaves, 
Non yavenies For both he & given, offer we him for both, He was given 
oblationem 8 
Jorem nequepu- us, t0 that end we might give him back, We wanted, we had 
Deo poſotr of- nothing valuable ;- that we might have, this he gave us, (as 
ferri quam Eu- 4 thing -of greateſt price) #0 offer for that which needeth 4 
chariftiam,eam year price, our fins, ſo many in number, and ſo foul in 
Rm wality. Wehad nothing worthy Gods This He gave 
runt loco. Dig q } G 
2m plane Deo that u worthy him , which cannot be but accepted , offer 
eednjam we it never ſo often, Let us then offer hins, and in the 
holocauſts & att of offering, 45 k of bim what is meet, Anda little after, 
_ ones Thu (his fleſh] he gavefor ws inſacrifice; and this he gi- 
won Macens, wth 1s, inthe Sacraments that the Sacrifice may, by the 
zantopere ita Sacrament, be iruly applied #8 #5, 
yes Ew Wharan #rreliglous, what a ſeandalows neglett of the 
Peul.de Pala- Ark of God, in reſpe@ of this part of our Solewn wor- 
cio, in Mal. 1- ſhip, hath been throughout this Kingdom, I need not 
ans tell you ; you-cannot but remember it. But I wiſh 
there were 5 and I pray God there may be ſuch a ſenſe 
of = a—_— in = e [> 0 nana. Fw may produce 
a Salntary ſhame, a Coraial and thorow humiliation, 
Thereis nothing elſe caa fit us for ſo lovely a proſpet?, 
— Sa :S is the external Beauty of Gods houſe and ſolemn worſhip. 


To this purpoſe it is very remarkable what the Lord ſaith 
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it intheir fght,that they may keep the whole Form thereof, 
and all the Ordinances thereof, and do them. | 

And this will lead me to the laſt Stage of my Diſ- 
courſe, which is the ead of my Deſign ; viF;, to give 
you ſome directions how you are to demean your ſelves, 
in reference to the Ark of Gods ſs/emn worſhip. 

But theſe Direions ſhould be uſher'd in with a word 
or two of admonitien to ſuch as ate in highefs Authority 
over us, | 

I, The Firſt is, To ſspport and countenancethe Hie- 


rarchy,that Order of men who are ſet apart by a ſpecial © 


a of Conſecration, to attend the ſervice of the Ark 3 the 
Ark of God cannot appear glorious, under the Miniſtry 
of a contersptible Priefthond, Itis the Learning aod Piety, 
the Prudence and Gravity, the Splendor and Authority, of 
the Epiſcopal 0rderthat muſt keep up the Ark in a ſteady 
poſtureamongſt us. 


Aﬀpiring Novices will run it into bogs and precipices, 
and leave it without a guard, tobe overlaid with Super - 


ſtition, or expoſed to the rude hands of Sacriledge and 
Prophaneſs. 7 

W here there is ſuch a Hierarchy as keeps every one 
to his S14#/on and Of fice, there the people are inſtructed, 
by the example of their regular ſubordination, to kee 
their Order and Decorums and this is the Apoſtles Bul- 
wark, oppoſed to ſeaui7ivn (Col, 2.5.) and ſuch as keep 
to it are ?mpregnable. 


For as that Reverend-and Learned Biſhop obſerves, Bio 
Rar 0 in exrores precipitantur, qui ordinem obedientie Pre- 44 
antey , 
parenai neghgitur, ibl tanquam per disjectam aciem facile Vuker, or hs 
perrumpitur, They ſeldom fall into Errours that ob- 1325+ ofall 
ſerverthe order of obedience due unto their Prelates * ; the Bibop; nor-+ 


| no a Anitrinj- 
but on. the contrary, where the order of A—— mh ny 


poſitis debitum obſervant; © contra,ubi ordo precipiendi & x 


-D {1'£ CC 


TIL 


Cer 2.5 
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and obeying isnegle&ed, there the enemy eakily breaks 
in, as intoa routed Army. © 

To.this purpoſe we may obſerve-that Holy Martyr 
St. Ignatius very full and preſſing. T3 oxime vaordg- 
at os mo Kvela* wirds 3 dypurvei nap oh lux ey buf, os Aigay d- 


wh . moigwy ©45. Be ye (ubject unto the Biſhop as unto the Loyd - 

pi3.ad Tral- —< ets oi — 

_ For hewatchath Fo your ſouls as he that muſt give account, 

* Hb, 19:17 Andalittle after g *Aveyuaior uv 81, Joamre wufire, drd 5% 7. 

— 22 230% T1oK0T8 windy mere vuas. It necePary that you do nothing, 
that you attempt nothing without the Biſhop. And a while 
after: Aidfige I? x) 739 &iionowty 5h), ws Xercor, al 3 Uuly bt wan 
xdaewr disrdEay]o amiga 5 awrhs Ts Jumagnehs avs reFaggs 3. fd 
x Ceraxuer TH) GoKomy x; Tois mgeofuTteyts. © No uTds av, wThs ay 
6 y.oels Ts Ghoxomre 1) 9 mpeg buTipmy x, i Jiaxoyuy Tr meggouy * 6 
TolsTos ptpiaylar Ti owyhtatt, x5 ter dnigow xeipeye Reverence 


qour Biſhop even as Chriſt, according tothe precept of the 
bleſſed Apoſtles. For he that i within the Altar, within 


ing 
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ing Leurer, but the Biſhop of the Dloceſs, and his See” | 
Was Conſtantinople. And I ſuppoſe this might be one 
reafon, why Mr. Calamy(as be ſaith) was ſo 70th (fully) 
ro rell that tory: But, 

3, There is a ſecond Admenition directed to all that 
are concern'd herein,to take care that this Hierarchy be re* /., 5 Horn 
ally ſuch as the name importech,. 4 Holy order or Gover- «. {oly 91 
nance. Holy in their per ew: and converſation,and holy in 
their miniſtration and 4ddreſſ. God will be ſanQified of Lev.10.3: 
al thoſe that draw nigh unto him, Be ye holy, ye that bear 
the weſſels of the Lord : upon the bells of the horſes, ſaith 
the Prophet, ſhall be holineſs to the Lord. 

But x ws muſt be hol/zef#, not upon Aarons Bells only 
(in the parity of his Derive) but the inſcription upoa —@— 
his Anion muſt be ſo too, Holizefs to the Lords let the Phit3nd. 
Priefts be clothed with righteouſneſs he muſt be whiteand 
pure in his converſation as well as in his weſture, 

And, 2. Becauſe Sena ſanf2, holy things muſt 
be performed after a holy manner3 therefore a ſeciat 
ſantification is requiſt:e untothe adareſs:5 (it « beet 
ſhould ruſh in to the holy Mownt, he ſhould be iransfixed Heb. 12; 26; 
with ſome dart or other for it) hereupon the Pſalmiſt, 

1 will waſh my hands in innocency, and ſowil 1 compaſs thy piy,166, 
Altar, O Lord, | _ 

And now, for Directions to the people, All the my- - 
ſeries of the Ark are compretiended and unfolded in the 
Feſtivais of the Church s and ſuch as do conſtantly fre- 
quentthem can be igno:ant of nothing that is neceſſery 
80 their Salvation. | 

Burt your addreſs muſt be duly qualified, that it ma 
find a graciows acceptation. You muſt approach with -,, peoplh « 
Humility, with Alacrity, with Unentmity, with Unifor- *,.;.:t; af 
mity. eſe four will make your spproach welcome to ,,.cj14 yay 
the Ark or Ordinances of God. 2 


Zach 14-16. 


i, It 
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wy r, It muſt be with Humility and Reverence. There 
ace ſome that bear no more reyetence to the Ark of 


- #8 


Plal.89.7. 
Plal.68.ult. thog art terrible out of thy holy places, &c. therefore ſerve 


a De Fpiv. $an- holy Sacr ament z 

#ol.3.c12. St Auſtin, Per ſcabellum terra intelligitar + per terram 
avtem caro Chriſti: quam hodie quth, in myferiis adore- 
mus : By fortſtool weare to underſtand the earth,” and by the 
earth the fleſh of Chriſt z which at this very day, we adore in 

b In Plal.gt. the ſacred myFeries, And S* Anſtin® to the ſame purpolez 
Luero quid ſit ſcabellum pedumejus, & dictt mihl Scriptu- 

Not to doit pg, 16174 ſcabelium pedum meorum, Fluttuans converto 

roy "os boty My. me ad Chriſtam, quiaipſum querohic, & invenlo quomo- 

fteries, &'c. do fint impietate 4oretur terra, ſineimpictate adoretar ſca- 

5 ung 4 'p : bellum pedum eſs, Swſcepit enim de terra terram, quia 

erm. 9, of the b Ms 

Reſur, Caro deterraeſt, & de carne Mariz carnem accepit, Et 
quiain-ipſa carne hic ambulavir, & ipſam carnem.- wobis 
manducandam ad ſalutem dedit : NEMO AUTEM 
ILLAM CARNEM MANDUCAT NISI 
PRIUS ADORAYTERIT: inventum eſt quemad- 
modem adoretur tale (c:b:llum pedum Domini, & nos ſo- 
lum NON PECCEMUS ADORANDO, ſed 
PECCEMUS NON ADORANDO. Idemand 
what is his foorſtool 5 and God inthe holy ___— 

tells 


SINE or A BRo ac, - 
OT 25 oe A EI NIE 65 2: 
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tells me, the earth is my footſtool,” But being in ſome 
fucuation and doubtfulneſs, I turn me unto Chriſt, for 
him Tam to ſezk here, and in hia I find how the earth 
may-be adored without any impiety, how withour any 
impiety I may adore his foortſtool, For hetook carth 
from the earth; for fleſh is oftheearth, and of the fleſh 
of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, ihe took fleſh. And becauſe 
ia that fleſh he conyerſed here amongſt us, and gave thar 
fleſhto usto eat for our ſalvation: AND NO MAN 
EATETH THAT FLESH UNLESSE 
HE HATH FIRST ADORED: We have 
(here) found how ſuch a footſtool of the Lord may be 
adored, and we ſhould nor only NOT SIN IN 
ADORING, but WE SHOULD SIN 
(certainly) IN NOT ADORING: Thus Sf As- 
#ſt196. | 
Ag above all others the Apoſtle expeeth thart #hs 
ſervice ſhould be worthily pertomed, x Cor. 11. other- 
wiſe ſad effe&s did many times follow, for whoſoever 
all eas this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unwor- 


thily, ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, (Ver. 


27.) He eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſ- 
cerning the Lords body(Ver, 29.) and for this cauſe, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, many are weak and ſickly among yow, and ma- 
z ſleep, that is, they are ſtruck dead, Yer. 30. 

It is confiderable in the Berhſbemites, they took notice 
that the Ark of God had been in Captivity amongſt the 
#ncircumciſed Philiines, that they had ſetit up in the 
houſe of Dagon, and had commitced it ro the conduct of 
Oxen, upon anew Cart z andthis homely uſage of it gave 
them #ncouragement ( never conſidering the judgments 
that had been inflicted upon hoſe Philifiines) to be Fa- 
miliar withit, and to ga{e upon it, without any reve- 


rence at all, aSif it had been alienated trom Gods care x Sem. 6. 


O and 
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and ſervice, and was became an erdinary common thing. 
But God does dreadfully vindicate this their prophanatien 3 
he ſtrikes more then 50000 of them dead upon the placeg 
that the ſharpreſſe of his ſeverity might recover that reſp ec# 
and veneration to the Ark, which he ſaw was not like 
ro be paid to it otherwiſe. | 
M<n have made themſelves very familiar with Al- 
mighty God, in theſe late timess and his dreadful 0r- 
dinances, having beea held in a kind of: Captivity, and 
ſulligd by the reproaches of ignorant and prophane perſons, 
they have been looked uponas ſleighrand commenthings: 
but be 10r deceived, God is not mocked, neither will he al- 
ways ſuffer bim(elf to be affronted in his ſacred Aſſemblies 
and holy Inſtitutions , if you bave not ingenuity enough 
to render all 4ze reverence to Gods Ark if theargu- 
ments of Reaſon and Religion cannot prevail with you 
to this effetz if [ever/ty muſt be uſed, to procure this 
from you (which concerns your ews eternal geod, no leſs 
than Gods ge R_ = in _=_ ang all muſt 
ſtoop, you will find that ſeverity very ſharp and coft1 
us + "har oo approach the Ark of God with Aunt 
and Reverence, 

2. You muſt apprcach it with Alaerity and Chearfulneſs,.. 
It is admirable in devout ſouls to conſider how paſſio- 
rately affeRted they are with Gods ſolemn werſhip, and 
theplace where it is performed. Wheathey are ſeque- 
ſtrated from it, they breatte out their deyotions in firs of 
longing; 1f 1 forget thee, O Feruſalem, if 1 do not re« 
member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth z 
if 1 prefer not Feruſalem above my chief joy : How amiable 
are thy dwellings, O Lord of Hoſts !' My ſoul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord; for one day in thy: 
Conris is better thin a thouſand, I had rather be adoor-keep- 
er in the houſe of my God, bieſſed are- they that dwell inthy- 
Louſe. And 


wetne ng capt rung omen << rr A IIIS0 on cvs ee. ——— 
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And there is nothing more welcome to a holy ſoul than 
an invitation to ſuch a Celeb entertainment 5 1 was 


glad when they ſaid unto me, wewill go intothe houſe of the pigLcus. th; 


Zord;, and there he defires to fix his ſtation z Our feet 
ſhall tand within thy gates O Ferwuſalem + Yea, they ſhall 
joy 4s the joy in harveſt, as the joy of thoſe rhas diviae the 
cd I will go untothe Altar of God, unto God my ex- ,x,,. 


ceeding joy ®, Sucha joy of heart as overflows the banks bP6l.qz.4. 


thereof, and cauſeth exu/tation in the body too; My 
heart danceth for joy 3 and not ſo only, bur, my hears, and 
my fleſh alſo rejoycerh in the living God. | 

And much more, the glory of the fleſh, the beſt member 
of ir, the tongue, They ſhall ſing in the ways of the Lord, 
that greet « the glory of the Lord, The ſervice of God 
ſhould be like the celebration of a ſolemn Jubilee z Fobi= 


late Deo, O be joyful in the Lord all yelands, ſerve the Lord Plal.toe.r; 


with gladneſs, and come before his preſence with 4 ſong : and 


again, O come, let ms ſing unto the Lord y, let us make a yg, 
| Joyful noiſe tothe Rock of our Salvation. 


If we had that zeal of Gods glory, or that ſenſe of our 
own dty, or if we bad but that regard to our own Inte- 
reſt and advantaze, that we ſhould have, it were impoſ- 
fible we ſhould be either ſo ſack in our approach, or 
(whea preſent) ſo co/d and d#il in our 41tention to Gods 
ſolemn ſervice, 

Are we not in ſome danger of Gods difpleaſure for 
this awkward Carri:ge towards him 2 does he not threaten 
his people for it £ Deut, 28. 47, 45» Becauſe thou ſervedſt 
»0t the Lord thy God with DICE ard gladneſſe of heart, 
for the abundance of all things * therefore ſhalt thoy ſerve 
thine enemies, which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt tbee, inhun+ 
ger, andinthirſt, and in want of all things: hethar can- 
not delight himſelf in the Solemnities of Gods houſe, in 


that h# gracious preſence, where there is, in ſome ſence, 
| O 2 4 
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Pſal. 16.ult. 


Pſal.1 22.3. 


Pſal.95.6+ 
Pſal.24-3. 


2 Chron. 7. 4. 


I(3.2.2,3. 


Zeph.3.9- 


Phil.2,),2. 
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« falneſſe of joy, it is pity he ſhould ever come to his 
right hand, where are pleaſsres for evermore : you muſt 
approach with Alacrity. 

3- You muſt approach the Ark with #yanimity : As 
Feruſalem was builded,fo it was governy'd, as a City 4t unt- 
tqin it ſelf, The kingly _— invites, O come, let 
ws worſhip and fall down and kneel before the Lord; O mag- 
nifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together, 
And at that great ſo/emnity of Solemen's, when he ded!- 
cated the houſe of the Lord, we find all 1ſrael.in conſort 
with him, The King and all the people offered ſacrifices be» 


forethe Lord. 


God hath an expeatiss it ſhould be. ſo amongſt us 
toos for he ſaith by his Evangelical Prophet, And it (hall 
come to paſs in the laſt days, that the monntaln of the Lords 
houſe (hall be eftabliſhed in the top of the mountains, and 


ſhall be exalted above the hills 3 and all nations ſhall flow 


wntoit, And many people ſhall go and ſay, Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, tothe houſe of the 
God of Facob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his pathes, For then (as the Lord ſaith by another 


Prophet) wiil 1 turn to the people a pure language, that 
they- may all call upon the name - the Lord, 10 ſerve hins 
with one conſent, crouding in to the holy Aſſemblies wich 
0:6 ſhoulder, as the original importeth. 

And that ie might be ſo amongſt us, how carneftly 
doth the Apoſtle conjure us in the perſons of the. 
Church ot Philippi 5 if there be therefore any conſolation in. 
Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
if any bowels of mercies 3 fulfil ye my joy; and what is 
that 2 thas ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, belng 
of one accord , of one mind. For Chriſt hath but one 
Churchs My love, my undefiled & one ; there is one body, 
«nd one ſpirit, and ye are Called Jn one hope of your calling s, 

; one c 
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one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of Eph.4.4,5,5. 
4 


all, who « above all, and through all, and in you all, \ hat 
2 multiplicicy of Arguments hath-the bleſſed Apoſtle 
twiſted together,to make the unity thar ſhould be among(t 
Chriſtians indiſſoluble, 

And if the advantages hereof were duly. weighed, 


theſe alone weie enoughto make it ſo. Origen weighing 5c Maga! in 


Foſh.c.6. 8.1, 
Annn0i.;. 


that verſe of the Pſalmiſt, . Bleſſed are the people that know 
the joyful ſound (Plal. 89.15.) He queres what it is that 
readers a people bleſſed, He ſaith not, bleſſed are the people 
that do righteouſneſs; or bleſſed are the people that under- 


ſtand myſteries, or are able 10 give an account of the heaven, 


of the earth, and of the ſtars : but, he ſeith, bleſſed are the 
people that kuow the: ſound (the jubilation). 17 other 
(places) the fear of the Lord maketh bleſſed, but it maketh 
bat one manbleſſed, for ſo it is ſaid, B ed is the man that 
feareth the Lord, Elſe wherewe find alſo that more are bleſſed, 
As _ are the poor in ſpirit x; bleſſed are the meek z, bleſſed 
are the peace-makers z, bleſſed are the 5 in heart, But 
here (in-the Plalmiſt) the bleſſedneſs & profuſe, and 7 
know not what ſogreat cauſe of bleſſednefi © intimated,that is 
ſhonld make the whole people bleſſed, that heaxs the Fabllatl- 
87. Uade mihi jubilatio yvidetur indicare queadam con- 
cordizx, & unanimitatis affecttum, whereupon is ſeems to 
me, that this Jubilation doth import an affc&#1on of concord 
4nd unanimity z which if is claſps the hearts and hands of, 
1wo 8rthree Diſciples together in Prayer, it makes them [o 
prevalent, (offering up their devotions 7» the- name of 
Chriſt) that the heavenly Father grants all they pray for. 
And if it be ſogreat a bleſſedneſs that a whole people are 
#nanimousthat they all ſpeak the ſame thing, being joyn'd to» 
gether inthe ſame mind andin the ſame judgments, the uni- 
ted deyotions of ſuch a- people may beas prevalent as 
theirs were, in the As of the Apoſtles z They were of 
one: 


SP/ 


yy mm ig. IIs ——__ = = —ye ener wy 
—_— 


:TO2 


x | Eo & | 
ARs 2.1. oneheart and of one __ were with one actord in one place, 
Clap. 4:31:3% 2nd there was 2.9rca7 earry quake, where they prayed (in 


Jer.32.39, + 
Ezxck.11.19. 
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unanimity) and the place being ſhaken the holy Gho#t deſcen- 
4:4, The joynt devotions of an #n«nimexs faithful peo- 
ple might be has effetual, terre-mwotu fatto deſtruentur 
& cadent omnia, que terrena ſunt, 4c mundus ipſe ſubver- 
zetur, faith Origen 5 ſuch an Earth-quake might enſue, as 
ſhould remove thoſe Mountains of earth, that oppoſein 
our way to heaven, and leve the world under our feer, 
and bring down the Comforter to iniigbten and af- 


fff us. 


Let us therefore approach the Ark of God with #x«- 
»imity, and this will make us #ncliabletothe laſt part of 
our 4sty, in-our demeanor towards the Ark. 

4. To approach it with #nifermity ; for our #xanimity 
is to terminate and center there, in »»iformity, Hence 
the Apoſtle is ſo patherical, 1 Cor, I. 10. Now 1 beſeech 
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that 
Je all ſpeak the ſame thimg, and that there be no diviſuuns (or 
Schitms) among you 5 Jas that ye be perfeithy joyned toge- 
ther in the ſame mind and inthe ſame judgment. And why 
ſo? why, that ye may with one mind and one month glorifie 
God, even the Father of our Lord Feſmws ChriF, Rom. 

I p - 6, | 
That promife of God, [1 will give them one heart and 


one way, that they may fear me for everJhath 1eference 


certainly to the Chri#iay Church, But this is ſuch a pro- 
miſe as implies ovr co-operation for the accompliſhment 
of it, | ; 

I demand then, whether God bath perform'd his £»- 
gagement to the Chriflian Church £ whether he bath 
done his part, in giving his people eneway ? if not, then 
weareto expect ſome new Revelations for the diſcovery 


of that way 3 tor how ſhall it be ſer oper to us otherwiſe £ 
But 


But this is nat only contradifed by the Apoſtle, but 
ſentencedtoo with the dreadful comminartion of an Aya- 
tbemazfor thus he (aith,cheug? we or 4x Angel i. $ heaven, Gal.1.8,g; 
preach auy other Goſpel unto you, Ie that which we have 
preached wnto you, let bins be acourſed, And for the greater 
verification of this truth, he doubles bs afſeyerations «s 
we ſaid before, ſo ſay 1 now again, if any man preach any 
other Goſpel unto you, thip that ye have received, let him 
be accurſed, | | 

1 an the may, ſaith our Saviour, 4» :he truth too, and 
that can be but oxe 35 we have the mind of Chriſt, Giththe x Cor,a.16; 
Apoſilez and noman can, no man dare deny, that to _ 
be the one way, that God hath promiſed; and hs is ſet 
oper to the world, by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles and aa 15.17; 
Evangeliſtsz Theſe men are ihe ſervants of the moſh hich _ 
God, which ſhew wnto us the way of ſalvation, 

. Andif you ask me why ſome men refuſeto walk in 
this way, I muſt refer you to ſome of theis ſtubborn fellow 
travelers, foranſwer 3 Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand yein 
the ways and ſee ang a5k for the old paths, where i the good 
45, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls - 
but they ſaid, wewill notwalk therein, Jer. 6. 16. 
And why not? why, here lies the quarrel, God hath 
appointed' certain Guides to direc? us and point out the way 
to us, and weare offended at th# 5 we make our Guides 
our ſenmbling-blocks 3 God hath alſo. given a general Or- 
der to theſe Guides,to ſet up ſome ſhades tor our better ac- 
commodation, and to bang up ſome lights for our more. 
ſafe and regs/ar walking, in this way, leaving it totbeir 
Care and prudence, what theſe ſhades ſhall be made of, 
aad where theſe lights ſhall be ſet up s- and here, baving an 
over-weening Conceit of our own worth,' and wanting that 
due reverence for our Guides and Governours, which we. 
ought to haye, we fall out 2nand abous the way _ $ 
os 
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ride and prejudice, Envy and Animoſity ſtrike in, and 
Mp NON-C ONEFORMIST . ae? 
The Apoſtle foreſaw this, or rather had a preſeat i»- 
##irion of it, in ſome Churches of his own planting ; and 
therefore when he injoyns this accord and unifermity, 
for ſecuring thi duty he preſcribes alſo theſe Caveats, Les 
nothing be done through ſtrif,, or vain-glory, but in lowli- 
neſs of mind let each eſteem other better than themſelves. 
And the ſame charge he gives to the Epheſuens 5 7 there- 
fore, the priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk wor - 
thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowli- 
neſs and meekne(s, with long ſuffering, forbearing one ans- 
ther in loves (and by keeping this temper eſpecially to- 
wards our Guides) endeavonring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit inthe bond of peace. | | 
Uniformity isthis bond of the Churches peace 3 and cis 
that that makes her terrible as an Army with Banners 
which attribute no ſociety of men can boaſt of , but 
where they all keep the ſame poſture , and obſerve the 


fame motions, and obey the ſame word of command, under 


their reſpeRive Officers, 


} Tnobediexce therefore tothe Apoſtles command, as 


well as for the honour and advantage of Gods Church, 
Let us, 4s many as be perfet?, be thus minded, Phil. 3. 
15. that is, as it follows, inthe next verſe, Let vs walk 
by the ſame rule, let us mindthe ſame thing, And I muſt 
add (to take away an obje@ion that may ariſe from the 


, words intervening) it may be very juſtly expeged that 
'we ſhould be ſo perfe, avis there required; for though 
'fome novices inthe Faith, who were then but newly crept 


'out of the darkneſs of Heatheniſm, or the ſhades of the 


Fewiſh obſervances though theſe, I ſay, might then ex- 
peR, ſome further Revelation, to inlighten them more 
clearly,in that which by reaſon of their zgnorexce,or pro "p 

ice, 
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, (Divine Revelation = Command hath made it Judp.;. 
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oy ws wp ments up to 
Kirk PG ehgn one ly ver I” and f Heb.r 3,7, & 


forthe _ þ yeh Poſition, I appeal to the declared *7: | 
doRrine of Mr. Baxter, for chus he ſaith, [ * Les mebe * In bi Unſa- B od 
_ 10 1ell my 9 opinion io my Bratbres of. the Miniſtry, ghas voury Volumn [ 
bl deny them ts have either credit or Amuthority againſt _—_— _ 
the news \\ordof God, yet ſo great i their credit and Au- ble Noſgiy 
thork y, even «s Ti eachers Guides of. the. Chyrch, in gr _ ! 
Ca{cr agreeable ro the Word, andin Cauſes tothe pe oo beg ople ryll, SE 83.) 


As 6 SEE 


ran tful av4 unknown, end is Cauſes left by the Word to ante face. 
their determinarion, (the Word fake of Them ba but == 
ally) .thas 1 think theignorance of this irath buth been the 

a coſe our Ty” Confuftons, 4nd Schiſms in arg es | 

Minifters heve been guilty of it, partly b C 

ing their Authorjty, and partly 

| 


; che Papiſts errour of the Anois 
” be that vil wi boys! better raught, 

Foe our Soy le, what arr aud obedience. « t0 
lhete Te:ch chers pirit al Cares; the Sorry of Eng- 
nd ſbel never heve - 2, or any good. {4 tow 4Drder. 
te. we ere broken for want of th knowledg of this 

had! tis 8.hne wn, we ſhell never be leans 
ma ar | 


Mr. Bax ter, 
a wary 4 walk according to this rule, peace be ou Gal 6:6. 
on fer, and #509 ibs Iſracl of God, Amen. 


M* Croftons 


ET RTF TITLES 


M- Crofton's Poſition Examined, 
AND : | 
An Impoſed Liturgy Juſtified. - 


Hat 'ris pride and an over-weaning Conceit of their 
own worth which makes men Non-Conformiſts, 
I ſhall now give you a pregnant evidence out of the Pam- 
phlet mention'd in the Title: page. - , 
Ina Poſtſcript to that Pamphlet the Authour tells us of 
a Paper taken out of Mr. Crofon's pocket, containing 
his hieh way thoughts, which he mitted to paper to 
communicateto a Nen-Conformift, Having procured a 
Copy thereof (as he pretends) with ſome difficulty, he 
ſeads it toa friend, with his leave, #0 make it publick, and 
thereby (as he ſaith) 70 capacitate our Conforming Cler- 
oy to reſolve (if they can) one of thegreat [cruples which 
(he ſairh) barrech Mr Crofton's Conformity, avd Mini- 
ſtration by a Liturgy, | | Es | 
The Poſition he lays down is this, That [4 Miniſter 
of the Goſpel cannot without ſin receive 4 Liturgy generally 
414 excluſively impoſed, | Eg 
Burt wt a- is it the man contends for * That an Order 
racer. and regular Method of praying, reiding the Scriptures, 
and adminiſtration of other parts of Worſhip, in convent- 
ent time and order, ſucceſſively each after other, in their 
proper place, this he confeſleth #0 have been uſed in all 
Churches of Fews and Chriſtians; and This (he ſaith) « 
dictated by all Rules of Order and Prudence neceſſary t0 hu- 
mane 


+ 


M* Crofton's Poſition examined. 


mane Society, ſo ſpecified as t0 conſtitnte an holy Convecati- 
8&9, ARubrick or DireRion he acknowledgeth too, as 
the genuine product of Ecclefialtical Politie, and the For- 
ma informans of that Uniformity iz publick Order, which 
& maintain'd without Ulaity of Words and Forms, Terms 
and Expreſſions, 4s the ornament and honour of any parti- 
cular and circumſcribed Church, Such a Liturgy as this he 


allonsoh, wats, The Diredtory. 
_ But ſtated Forms for the celebration of Solemn Publick ys: ,, 
Worſhip, and the ſeveral parts thereof, compoled, digeſt- 


ed, and ( for the very words, terms, and expreſſions 
thereof) determined axd preſcribed by ſome others 1hdp the 
Parſon, or Miniſter who ſtandeth to minifter Gols Ordinan- 

ces between God and his Church, ſuch an impoſed Litarey 

he cannot ſubmit unto. | 

Sothat here we have a meer avyounxia, 4 ſtrife about x Tim.s. 4. 

words, terms and expreſſions, ſay the Apoſtle what he * Tim3.14. 
will to the-conttary, And of what extra@1sn is this 
quarrelthen * From whence come wars and ftrivings a- 
mong ft you ? come they not from hence, even fromthe luſts 

that war in your members ? The Apoſtle takes it for grant- 

ed, andthe Wiſe man is poſitive in it, Ozely by pride 
cometh contention, Andit is (o certain ia this 7»4:;vidua- 

ion of ir, That our Pick-pockes , or pretended Mr, Crof- paze 3. 
70n, hath not artifice enough todifſemble it: For he ſaith, 

It cannot be denied t0 be a moſt baſe and Naviſh ſervility, to 
proſtitute the Of fice to which we are apted [but not without 
humility] and ordained by the Lord Feſus Chriſt, unto the 
pleaſure and preſcriptions of mey, though the beſt for quali- 

ty 4nd authority, 

.. But not ſo paſſionate, good Mr. Crofton, you may 
pleaſe to be ſo humble as to condelcend to ſuch an impo- 
ficiqn for peace and order ſake 3 and thit I proye by this 


Argumenr, 
P 2 W bart 
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M*Crofton's Pofetion exaniinttYl. 

WhatT may Lawfiilly 'be*deterinin'd ed by my wwe 
rivate judgmens, that T miay Tawfully'be deterinin'd/eo- 

Go the Judgment of my $#periours, SE : 
But to ft ated Forms for the celebration of Gods ſoketnn 
publick worſhip.compoſed, and (for the very words, terms 
and expreſſions); digeſted into: method, 'I may _— be 
ores 


# 


determined by my own private judgment: There 

To ſtated Forms for the celebrationof Gods ſolemg 
publick worſhip, compoſed, and (for the very words, terms 
and expreſſions) veſted into method, 'I may lawfully'be 
determined, by the _ of my Superiours. | 

In this Argument, the Minor or Aſſmytion cannot 
be denyed; 'ris that'Mr, Crofion' cotitends for 5-for I 
bope he doth notexclude his judgment, 'when'he pleads 
for the liberty of his own Imvemion to Confeſe and Modl- 
fie his Forms of publi&wotſhip, 

The Major is proved this. 

That which I may Jawfully'be determined 'toby's 
weaker judgment, tothart I may lawfully be determined 
by a judgment that is -” i | 

But to ſtated Forms, &s. I may lawfully bedetermi- 
ned by a. weaker judgment (vis. my own); therefore, 


to fated Forms, &c. Imay lawfully be determined by2 


judgment that is fronger, viX,. that of my Superiours. 
To deny the M4jor inthis Argument, were to make 
himſelf ridiculous , and in effeR, toaffirm, thata man 
may ſee more clearly by a dim. light: thin by lobter«. 
And todeny the Xinor: wereto arrogateto himſelf 2 ber- 
ter judgment, thIn that of his Swperioars z which cannot. 
be done without intolerable pride: and preſumption, con- 
trary tothe expreſsorder of the Apoſtle, Phil; 2; 3.. &e# 
nothing bedone through flirif or vain-glory, but iu lowlineſ 
of minds: each eſteem other better thin. thimſelwes :- Thad 
ye (may) walkworthy of the vocation, mherewith jane! 


a 


——  _— , 


M Crofton's Poſition examined. 
&, ##Þ ail lowlinefs and mecknefs  endexvonring to keey 
ihe #nity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Eph 4.1.2.3. 


But(tolaythe Axe wepde rerr of his Ratiociuast- Prga,t 5; 
0 


488) ke faith the Xiniferid Modification (of publick wor- 
ſhip) by perſonal abilities, is the' formal 477 of the Mini- 
Petia! 0fftey butto refign ths formal atFupto a Miniftry- 
. defiriyinz-Impoſition is finful,.. = | ; 

But I deny the Modification of worſhip by perſonal ab1- 
Hlites to be the Formal aff of the Ati al office, The 
Formal aiF of the Minifterial Office is to Miniſters "the 
Modification 3s well by perfond Abilities, as by publick 
Authority , is extrinſecal and circumſtantial to it, To 
_ the Mod; =_ of _—— to —— — 

elf, is to make the Appare} the Aovy which is very 
tdſar'd , except it be in a man of  cloutss. and truly 
Mr. Erofion's Argumeatis no better a 

- Object, Bur the 1mpoſfitiow and: Preſcription in; Prayer 
2kd Secrewents is applicable to preaching. 

$0...” To- which Fanſwer, x, That certainly Semwis 
never the worſe for be m—__—_— And, a; if it 
be ſeen and 4Zowed by Authority no harmin its 
And, 3. if it were not an endlefs work ,. this courſe 
would. ſecure: the peace: and ſolid edification'of the 
Church the better, And, x. when. the: Presbyrerlans 
Preach other miens j tad Sert ; (as ſome of them 
are frequently 0 = to do)this 15 luppoſed to berg: 
prejuaicetothieintereſt of thoſeſouls tliar hear them.. 

- Buttherruth is, there is avaſt difference betwixt Pray7 
erand" Predibing, for our Saviour hath' taught us, that 
the ſ#F may be: regulatly and: fully compriſed in a hors 

£ces3- whereas the ister hath as many Fields toexpart-- 
«ec in, asthere are ſeveral Texts in-the- holy; Biblez, and. 

noftptoper Sceve,. for the'varlery: ob Gifts 


hereliesthe moſt 
to perform. their publick exerciſe upon. 
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x Pet. 2.5. 


Pagz.6. 
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P3g.7.lint, 2,3. 


M' Crofton's Poſition examined. 


Beſides, Gifts being deſign for the edification of the 
Church, Goveynowrs are concern'd to take care they be 
not abuſed to the coxfuſion of it,1 Cor, 14. 33, 33, Uzz4h 
did. bur imploy his Gifts; - and Cor4h might pretend to 
do no mote. Ga | 

Whar M.Crofton objeQs,by way of inftance,touching 
the Pariſh Clerk and people is no moreto our prejudice, 
thinitis co his own purpoſesfor without all peradveature 
they area general part of the holy Prieſthood S* Perer ſpeaks 
cf58'cis their duty to bear a part inGods ſolemn worlhip, 

But I cannot think (ſaith Mr, Croftop,) that any Biſhop 
or his. cxaminant will judge a School-boy , twelve 
yeares old, ſufficiently qualified to execute the formal 
att of the Minifterial Offices and indeed, no more can 
I, Bur we muſt not ſo look to perſonal abilities as 
ro forget Divine Ordination. An ordinary Butcher, 
under the Law, could dref a Zamb or a yoak of 0xen,. 
as well as the beſt of the Sons of Levi; and yet his per« 


ſonal abilities did not qualific him to offer ſacrifice. The 


efficacy of the Miniſtry does flow, as little, Iam ſure, ex 


oper operantis, as ex opere operats z ir depends not upon 
thecant and fone, or the wording of the Miniſter that doth 


officiate, but upon the 1»ſration and Promiſe of Chriſt 
himſelf. And Mr. Crofton cannot be our adverſary in 
this; for, he ſaith [1 hope Proteſtants make not the inten- 
tion, or intrinfecal power of the Adminiſtrator, the 
forrality., and ſo the efficacy of the adminiſtration, ] 
which is enough to cutthe throat of his Argument. for 
it follows from hence by an undcniable conſequence, that. 
the efficacy of the Miniſtry does not depend upon per ſonal 
Abilities, And, if another cozceſſzon of his, at the end 
of the ſame Page, be well conltdered, viz: that [the 
Minifter muſt not vary anything in the matter and 1ub- 
ſtance of appotnted worſhip. ] it will make much for wy 

credit 
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Credit of tated Forms in the ſeyeral farts of our Miniſtra- ' 


tion, as being, out of all queſtion, far leſs ſubjeR to 
the danger of varying from the matter and fbſtance of ap- 
pointed worſhip, thYa the »dificarion- of it,* eſpecially 
by the extemporary exerting of per ſdnal abilities, : 
So that upon the matter Mr, Crofton is ſtill condemned 
of himſelf 5 and till ſome better evidence be brought to 
the contrary, I muſt remain (as formerly) ia this opini- 
on, that Pulpit Conceptions are (but) Popular Deceptions 5 
And tothe Treatiſe that bearsthat TttleI refer the Rea- 
der for a fuller proot thereof, | 
Inthe mean while I ſhall offer Mr, Croftow and his par - 
ty a proof, that they are bound to ſubmit to the uſe of a 
preſcribed Liturgy, that they-may be ar peace with their 
Governours and their own Confciences, by keeping the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace with- the Church-of 
To do whatſoever is worally poſſible, for Uniformity 
and peace ſake, is your duty. © OG iN 
But to ſsb-9/# to the-uſe of a preſcribed. Zitargy is mo 
rally pofibie, - © 5 OT 
#erefore, to ſubmit tothe afe of a preſcribed Litur- 
gy 15 your duty: Os oe + oo, 
The Major is proved by Apoſtolical injunRion;" if #t 
be poſſ1ble (and) 4s much as in you lieth, live peaceably with 
41 yen, Rom. T2518, ES 
The Minor is proved thuss ET * 
That which is not ſinful', and-is within our natural 
power is morally poſſible. But to ſubmit to'a preſcribed 
Litsrgy is not ſinful, and is within our natural power ; 
Therefore, to ſubmit toa preſcribed Liturgy is moral- 
ty poſhble, | 
The Major of this Argument [what is »0t finful and is 
within our natural power,” © morally poſbibleJcagnot rea- 


ſonably be denyed, The 


TI 
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 Mingr, ast branch of, it, [9 ”m 
rs 700 nd nataral. a = 
m of. it 


$9 


2 x the 


Plus 


with 

ONE MIND fie G04, 
Rom, 15.6, | 

2. As toour fabmifſios to the ule of (yCb. Ft preſcribes 
Farrws, that ;isno where foxbidden aeither.: bur pie 
contrary, itis commanded, Heb.13.179, ho tiemie 
have the rvle, over, yov, ang ſubmit 518 ad ſelves 
_ remember , that #0 obey is ter, thin Sacrif Hice 
& © Io . 

(lponthcſe grounds I conclude egainft Mr. Crofton 
Polition, hate Miniſter of the Gaſpel. may, mith ky fin, 


_ —_ ll £0 54 ally and exclafovely, impoſed » for 


| ec He _ therit 
& recCeLV. a:iLi pgs # y 
of our CH—_ all ſs on and obedjence does 


not reſolve the Adwinifirator into the Dilemma of ng 
ing God or was (as Mr. Crofigs yn ta z)for God and 
0948 and, | ut ſabord/neiiog ; and 
$ got.obey: both, — areher. 

NEE OY = F. Mr. Croft tow ; 
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 M*Crofton's CREED, 


Concerning Communion with Gods Church, Ferablact for 
» P-12, 


commended to the obſervation of Gods &:. 
people,and conſideration of Gods Miniſters, 

as thoſe which few ſober men will deny to be 
true, and being well underſtood would rea- 
dily dire& a godly mans courſe in the hour 
of temptation. 


; 'S'Y Church Catholick viſible diſtributed (thr#ugh 
| mecefiity, and good order) to particular Aſſemblies 
muſt ſanitific the Lords day by an holy Convocation. 

2, The Congregation of particular Chriſt tans convened 
#n full and open joynt- Aſſemblies, to celebrate Gods ſolemn 
worſhip, the formality of an holy Convocation. 

3. Theworſhip celebrated in the holy Convocation for the 
matter and eſſential form by which it ſubſtantially exiftuth, 
mrſs be determined by the Lord, aud by him alone. 

4. All worſhip of mens invention [uperadded to Gods ape 
pointment muſt be avoided, abandoned by every of Gods peo» 
ple; but Gods worſhip ſubſtantially exiſting with the ſame 
muft not be diſowned or declined, | 

5, Gods worſhip celebrated by and among men muſt be 
miniſtred, and exi# inand by an humane moe and adreſs 
ſuitable to, and ſo fit roedifie ſuch a Creature and ſociety. 

6. The bumane mode and adreſs, words and phraſes, by 
which Gods worſhip muſt exit, and be minſtred in and to 
the Church, i not determined by the Lord, but wholly left to 
the wiſdom and faithfulneſs of them who miniſter the ſame. 

7. The humane Miniſterial modification of Gods Ordi- 
ances in and tothe Church i the formal att of the Miniſte- 
rial Office to be fulfilled, and _—_— by the Miniſterial 


gifts, 
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M" Crofton's Creed. 
gifts, the perſonal abilities of every indtvidud Miniſter, 
who i gifted of God, and ordained by the Church for that 
purpoſe, [This Article is confuted inthe Anſwer tothe 
Poſition above mentioned. ] 

8. The miniſterial mode and order of Gods worſhip bein 
wholly humane, determined by mens wiſdom an4 faltbfulneſ® 
it is and cannot but be ſubject 80 much andgreat corraption in 
defett and diſorder, rudeneſs and irreverence in expreſs1ons, 
Here it cannot be denyed but the ſuddey and extemporary 
mode is much more ſubject to theſe Corruptlons, [in de- 

fett and diforder, radeneſs and irreverenceJtban the ſo= 
lemn and matarely-ſtated Forms, 

9. The guilt of all defet® and diſorder in the humane mini= 
fterial mode of Gods worſhip is immediately, properly, and 
direitly perſonal, charged on the Miniſter, and on him alone : 
not onthe Church, or any the members thereof, | 

Io. All defeits, diſorders, rude and impertinent ex- 
preffions, inthe humane, miniſterial mode of Gods wor ſhip : 
are corruptions, circumſtantial, and extrinſecal, in and by 
which Gods worſhip may ſubſtantially exiſt in matter, and e|- 
ſential form, capable of operation to its appointed end, 

II. Defedts, diſorders,and corruptions inthe miniſterial 
prac of Gods Ordinances fixed, continued and reiterated, 
aren.o'e ſinful and effenſive ts God,and his people, thap thoſe 
which are preſent andtranfient z but both theſe are ſins of one 
4nd the ſame nature and quality, and of equal influence on 
Gods wor ſhip\ni#xiſtred by the ſame. [But the extemporary 
and tranſient modes of ſingle peiſons are more ſubjet to 
theſe curraptions and diſorders, as was faid above. } 

12, Nodefctts, or diſerders in the humane miniſterial 
mode, (mhaher fixed, andreiteratedin and by impoſed a1 d 
preſcribed forms, or expreſſed in and by preſent tranſient 
conceived forms, inand by which Goals worſhip doth ſubſtan- 
tially exiſt, for matter and form, in and to his Church) will 
warrars any Chriſtians ſeceſsion , voluntary fa 
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from the holy Convocation, or non-communion in Gods wor- 
folp ſo miniſtred. Z 
For 1. theſe notwithſtanding, Gods worſhip doth 1745 

ly fully, formally exiſt,capableof operation to irs appoin- 
tedend: 2, This fin is purely perſonal, chargeable on 
the Miniſter, who ſtandeth charged with the office of 
miniſterial modification of Gods worſhip, in, and to 
the Church: the people or particular members of the 
Church, may and muſt paſs on this (as other perſonal 
acts) a judgement of charity, which doth dire& them to 
grieve forthe ſin-exiſtentz to complain of it, and as they 
have opportunity to 44»exiſh the finner(though the Scns 
of Eli) of ir, and ſeek the corretFion and removal of the 
ſame; but they bave not of it any judicium publicuns, 
judgment of office, charged onthem, by the ſpecialty 
of duty : and armed with a juſt moral power of corre- 
ion, fo as that the ſame ſhould be the negleRof this 
publick duty, become their fin, and leave its guilt on 
their ſouls. Thar Gods worſhip-(dh) formally exiſt in 
every mode of miniſtration, every Chriſtian and mem- 
bec of the Church muſt judze and ſee : for by this cor- 
ruption;the holy Convocation ceaieth, and they worſhip 
not God: [I ſuppoſe the Authors meaning is this, as to 
thi corruption the holy Convocation ceaſeth, and they wer « 
ſhip net God by it: J but the mode it ſelf is perſonally 
charged onthe Miniſter: the defec# and diſorder is an ac- 
Cident reſulting from the ſloth, negligence, ignorance, 
weakneſs and unfa'thfulneſs of tte Miniſter, and an ad- 
jun ſeparable from Gods worſhip exiſtent by the ſame. 
Sir, I pray you take good notice of this, that the pri- 
wate Chriſtian, and particular members of the Church have 
n9 publick judgment of office, concerning the Miniſterial 
mode of ad ane 7p-for SI, it is a notion of much WEIZht 
and uſe in this Caſe ; and it appeareth plainly true, if the 
modifying of Gods worſhip be, as it c:anot. be d.nyed 
Q 3 to 
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M* Crofton's Creed. 
to-betbe perſonal ai? of an Officer appointed to that eng : 
TWeſay this belongs peculiarly to the Governours of the 
Cuurch to order, | 
Moreover, Sir, it the people have a pnblick judgment 
of the miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip, we are under 
a neceſſity of having what we ſo much complaia againſt, 
and caſt off, (viz) a fixed Liturgy tor the mode of Prayer, 
Preaching , Miniſtration of Sacraments: [which] muſt 
then be known to the people, and judged by them frce 
from all defe&t and diforder, before the people can at- 

tend Gods worſhip in that Miniſtration. 

It muſt be confcſſed impoſlible, for a ſingle Miniſter 
conſtantly to; communicate to every particular member 
of his Congregation the mode into which he hath (by his 
perſonal abilicies and miniſterial Gifts ) caſt _the word 
Prayer and Sacraments: 

oTerious, {ober Chriſtian,canthink the people to be 
guilty of thoſe rude methods, indigeſted, raw expreſslons, 
$axtolozier, folecifmes,and diſorders,whicha Miniſter may 
utter in his preaching,and prayinggsyet this is inevitable if 
the people have a publick judgment by ſpecial office, of 
the miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip: Ic is indeed true, - 
the defeRive,diſordered mode of worſhip which is fxed, 
fated, and ſo from time (ts time) reiterated is more obvi- 
ous and offenſive, thha what is tranſient, and ſo by the 
judgement of charity more burdenſom ro the people, the 
grief of ir being continued and ren-wed:but it is the judg- 
ment of office, armed with power to corre, (that) de- 
riveth the guilt of the one, or of the other. 

This us the ſwm of what Mr.Crofton believes concerning 
Church-communion. And whether the Church of God be 
et more ſecur: in her Freedom from corruptions aud dil- 
orders, by fixed, ſt:ted Forms, thiy by ſuch as are indi- 
veſted, tranſient avd extemporary, 1 appeal! tothe Realon 
«nd Common Sence of all the World, Andiheres 
AN END. 
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